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PREFACE.

A DEpicATION is generally addressed to a great man,
or some one to whom the author has been placed under
obligations; it is either as a debt of gratitude, or as a
loan, which the writer expects will be repaid to him with
Hebrew interest, most praiseworthy in the first instance,
most paltry in the second.

The expressions, flowing from a grateful heart, will ever
be read with admiration ; but the foul flattery of a Para-
site is beneath contempt, and generally as false as it is
foul.

My dedication, however, is neither as a debt nor as
a loan ; and, if the name of one who was great, and
would have been greater, has been mentioned, it is—
because he has departed ; for, notwithstanding this book
was undertaken at his suggestion, when we last met
at Loodiana, still it would never have been presented

to the living man, though offered now “ to his memory.”

G. C. 8.






CONTENTS.

INTRODUCTION .ciceesscecececncnccnenenne teesssesecercsnnsoceses XVII tO
Hi1sTORY OF RUNJEET SING'S FAMILY .eeveviiniennivnnneneeneeons
EARLY HISTORY OF RUNIJEET SING eeeereerrenseecesccroneneennsees

CaaPr. I.—Secret History of the Lahore Durbar............
TL.—The Siege of Lahore by Shere Sing ...............
ITI.—Goolaub Sing and Affghanistan .......cceeeererenens
IV.—Murder of Jewalla Sing and of Ranee Chund
Kour ............ corrcsrenes
V.—The Assassmamon of Shere Smg s.nd Dehan Smg
VI.—Punishment of the Murderers.....
VIL.—Birth and Parentage of Dulleep Sing
VIIL.—The Wuzeerut of Heera Sing................
. IX.—The Expedition to Jummoo........,...
X.—The Murder of Peshora Sing .....
XI.—Death of Jewahir Sing....cccceereerrveerrrssirercranis
XII.—Rajah Lall Sing, and the Slave-girl Mungela......

..........

THE WAR WITH THE BRITISH...ccetueuenrencennenienesnnenns 167 t0

—

MISCELLANEOUS NOTICES.

Pholah Sing, the AKAIEe ......cceueesrrrerereneerrenesarsaeesensessrens
The Mutiny in Cashmere......... veveuereeesraueesescroneressrsnnenss
WUuzeer Zoroveroo .......cceeeeeeesecesseees
The Soodhun Revolt ..............
Futteh Khan Tewanah...............

sescececescegesssscasccrsnee
L P PR Y P PP PR PP

R Y P TP R P PR T T

—_—
Tae Lorps oF THE HiLLs;—A GENEALoGICAL HISTORY OF
THE JUMMOO0 FAMILY.couiiviievininnnineenesssesessrannenes 219 t0

Page.
XXX

1

13

24
42
62

65
70
81
91
98
138
141
146
155

184

185
193
198
205
213

263



vin CONTENTS.

APPENDIX.
Sir J. Malcolm’s “ Sketch of the Sikhs”......coevevuriuinieruernennns i
Prinsep’s Life of Runjeet Sing ceennaens N craneene v
The Punjaub Adventurer... U 111
Colonel Steinbach’s Work . BRI xii
The Medical and Literary Ji ou.ma.l for J anuary, 1845 xviii
The Calcutta Review for August, 1844 .. esisenstsenossnnenes ib.
The Productions of the Punjaub, and of those H:ll States, &e.
dependant on it....ceueeieceriiiniesiiiiinisicieiieaienncesanenes  XXii
Trees and Shrubs.. NIRRT © 3 4
Mineralogical Productnons ceersenieeriintaserannane « XXVi
Manufactures of the PunJaub a.nd in the Staﬁes dependent .
10 115 1 PPN PSPPSR MPPOPPID & 3 4 11
A List of the dxﬂ‘erent Castes in the PunJaub ............ R ib.
An Estimate of the Population of different Cities in the
Punjaub.......cceeuneene coseseossereren .. xxix
District.s a.nd Countries of the Punjaub... ib.
List of Sirdars and Chiefs . - cerrennens XXX
Abstract, showing the Dlsposmon of t.he Slkh Army, lst
July, 1844 . SRR & o311
The Boundary of the' Punja.ub in 1845 cseentersiitesietnssriearenee xxxiii
A List of the Principal Sirdars and Chiefs in the Punjaub,
classed according to the Party they were supposed to
side with after the death of Shere Sing ... . XXxiv
The Numerical Force of the Standing Arny of the PunJa.ub
411 R E<7:X; JSOUPUOUIO PRV DI PRSPPI  © 4 4
Officers who have been or are in the Selk Serv1ce eeee XXXVi
Amount of Revenue or Money paid into the Tren.sury for
Products and Manufactures .......................................... <. XXXViii
Articles procurable in the Punjaub at the Stated Prices, Pucca
Rupees per maund .......c.cceceeiienienniiicninnneninieninnnnen xl

GENEALOGICAL TABLEsS AND A MaP oF LaAHORE.



LIST

OoF

SUBSCR

IBERS.

Nos. Names and Rank. Corps.
1 Abercrombie, J. Lieut .......... Horse Artillery ............
2 | Abbott, J. R. Captain .......... 12th Regt. N. L............
] Alexander, C. B. Lieut. Col. ....| Horse Artillery............
4 Alexander, H. Ensign .......... .’Jbt.hRegL S
5 Angelo, J. Lieut. Colonel ......|: 8rd Lt. Cavalry ..
6 Aratoon, Mr. . ..| Merchant, Loodm.na.h
7 Ashburnham, C.B. Lieut. Col. ..| 62nd Queen’s..............
8 | Baring, S. D. C. Lieut. .... bﬁt.hRegtN.I....... .
9 | Baring, E.A. Ensign (Unposfed) D. D.5IstN.I....... .
10 | Barclay, C. Esq. ...... Hallyford, Middlesex .
11 Barr, apt&m Horse Artillery ............
12 | Bamwell, Lieut. Colonel .| H. M. 9th Foot..........
13 Becher, A. M. Major ..........| Assistant Qr. M. General..
14 | Becher, J. R. Lieut ..... ceeeeas Elilg]meers .......... o
15 | Beller, R. B. Lieut. ............ 50 Ueen’s ......eve....
16 | Belli, W. H., Esq. C. 8. Calcutta ............
17 | Berrill's Hotel ................ Allahabad ......... .
18 | Biddulph, E. Lieut. Colonel ....| Horse Artillery............
19 | Birch, R. 3. H. Lieut Colonel....| J. A. General..............
20 | Bird, W.W. Cornet............ 9th Lancers ..............
21 Blag'mve, T. C. Lieut . 26th Regt. N.
22 | Blake, M. T. Capt. Comms.ndmg 2nd Inf., Smdmh Contg
23 | Boilean Ensxg'n,li‘] ......... 27th Regt L
24 | Bodle, G.Lieut..e.ccsveeeee....| H. M. 80th Foot ..........
P ] Book Club.. veeeesess| 18t Bengal Fusileers .
26 | Book Club Oﬂicers) .......... 2nd Light Infa.ntry ceerenes
27 | Book Club Eoﬁicers) .......... Horse Artillery ........ .
28 | Book Club . vewessees| 69th Regt. N.1..
20 | Book Club ......ccevcvvenennee.| HO M. 2lstFusﬂee ..
30 | Book Club............0..000. 20th Regt. N
81 | Book Club, ....| 26th ditto dmo
32 | Book Club ..| 68th ditto ditto
383 | Book Club 20th ditto ditto
34 | Book Club.. 1st ditto ditto..............
85 | Book Club.... 6IstN.I. .......c.....
36 | Book Club . . 46th N.I. ............ vees
87 | BookClub ....ecvuveevunese..| Juanpore....ccovunnn......
38 | Book Club....................| Mussoorie ceertseseeseang.
39 | Brigs, H. C. TLieut. ..... eeese..| 9th Lancers ............,.
40 | Britten, C. Captain ............| 60th Rifles . ceereeea.
41 | Brown, E. Lieut. ........ N 1st Bengal Fuslleers Seeeey
g Budd, G. R. Lieut. ............| 3rd Light Cava.lry ..

Bunbury, A. C. Ensign

34th Regt. N. I..

Copies.

v-i-'h-t—)-v—p-r-t-u-u-v—r-.-o—u—)-.—o—w—t-n-b—t—r—»--r-»-u—v—»—u—v—»—-r—n—u—»—-v—-v—u—r—n-\‘ No-'of



LIST OF SUBSCRIBERS.



LIST OF SUBSCRIBERS.

]
)]

Nos. Names and Rank. Corps.

100 | Ferris, J H. Captain .......... 12t.bdmoditw............
101 | Fisher, Mrs. ......ccveeuennnes Europe .....ccen0e0n

102 | Follett,Ca; “?tam(Mqorof Bngade) Kurrachee ...........

108 | Forbes, Lieut. ... 27th Regt. N. L.

104 Forrest, M. S.0.B. 12th ditto ditto .

105 | Forrest, J. H. Captain 11th Hussars .

108 | Frank, Lieut. Col. .. H. M. 16th Foot aes

107 | Fraser, A, C. S........ At eesne s
108 | Frith, Lieut. .......... .
109 | French,J. ..c.cveveee,. oP]smer, Tu-hoot
110 | Fulleron, Lieut. Col. lgancers Ceeeseccreenes
111 | Flyter, J. Captain..... . 64t.h Regt. N.L.....co0nu.e
112 | Galloway, A. 8. Lieut. ... 3rd Light Cavalry .
118 | Galloway, S. C. C. Lleut. 10th Foot. . cerneae
114 | Garden, Col. Q. M. Genl.. Head Qus.rters ceeee .
115 | Gifford, J. Captam weeeeessee..| 2nd Grenadiers.. .
118 | Gibbs,J. J. Lieut..ocoveveennnns 68th Regt. N. L............
117 | Gilbert, Sir W. Major General ..| Comg. Sirhind Div. . .
118 | Gilberts, F. M. D. Lieut & Adjt .| 2nd Gren. ....... .
119 | Gilmore, J. F. Lieut. ...........[| Artillery .........

120 | Gorle, J. T. Capmn ...... .| 10th Foot ..

121 | Gordon, P. MaJor «ecvvuvevnnnsn Loodianab .......

122 | Gough, Lord, C. C. in India ....| Head Qua.rters ............
128 | Gough (C. B. ) Lieut. Col. .| H. M. Troops in India

14 | Gordon, J. Capmn............ 3rd Lt. Cavalry ...

125 | Graham, J. Surgeon H. Artille .

128 Graydon, W. Lieut. 16th Grendiers

127 | Gray, W. J. Lieut. . ceeees.| Artille .

128 | Grey, SirJohn K.C.B. qorGenl Comg. eerut Div. ........
129 | Greville, 8. Lieut...............| 15t Bengal Fusileers ......
180 | Grant, (C B. ) Litt, Col. vnvue| venersnnsnsnnns

181 | Gubbins, J. [ - ST vees Ath.. General

132 | Gundry, C. B. Lieut.. ....| 12th Regt. N.I..

183 | Hamilton, C. V. Lieut. ........| 45th Regt. N.I..

184 | Handscomb, J. H. Lieut. Col. ..[ 26th Lt. L ........... :

185 Hammersley,H Cornét ........| gth Light Cavalry..........
188 | Hardinge, Lieut. ..............| 80th Queen’s .......

187 | Harvey, F. ESI}- Seharunpore ..| Civil Service ..

138 | Harvey, Lt. Col 52nd N. L ..

189 | Havelock, H.(C. B. ) Lxeut. Col. Bombay ............ .
140 | Hawkes, Lieut. Col. ............| 9th Lt. Cavalry ..... cocenes
141 | Hardinge, C. S. Esq.. vesesees.| Private Secretary ..........
142 | Herbert, Captain ....coeeeeevees QleghtCavnlry ..........
148 | Hissen, E. H. wevesssees.| DBth Queen’s ..
144 | Hathern, H. V. Lleut. weeesses.| 18th Regt. N. 1.
145 Hopper, A. Q. Captun 24th d}tto N.I...... ceseee
146 | Hoste, W. D. Lieut. .o eeoevenese bbt.hdltu)_dn.to.... ........
147 | Honig Berger, (D. Ma.rtm) .v..) Seik Service ..............
148 | Howard, E8q. ........... Profr. of Music, Umballa ..
149 | Huish, A. Captain ...... Artillery ...... .

150 Hntchmson, . C. Lieut. Horse Artillery

151 | Hoyden, T. Lieut. ..... ..| Artillery ..............

152 Hughes, W.T. Lieut. . .| 2nd In'egulu Cavalry ......
168 | Hughes, E. J. Lleut ..... 67th Regt. N. L.............
164 | Innis, P. . 1st Bengal Fusileers ......
156 ' James, C. P veesessssssssl 50th Queen's..............

hh—i—l-'—v-t-b-l;-i—u-l'—t-i—v—i—li—ﬂ-lv-i—lU—i-GO—v—l——'——U—'O—v—t—h—'b;r-@-’-o—lc’-r-"-t—‘t-,—o—n—o—p—u—n—.—l.-‘p.—.—l‘ NO-_Qf

Copies.



X1t LIST OF SUBSCRIBERS.

%

Nos. Numes and Rank. Corps. 3‘3

=S
156 | Jameson, W. Dr. ..............| Shaharunpore ............| 1
157 | James, T. Captain ............ Kotah Contmgent ceeeese] 1
158 | Joseph, Mr. Merchant..........| Loodianah ......c.ccu.u....| 1
159 | Keer,J. Ensign.c.occvevenans.. 60th Regt. NI 1
160 | Keiller, D. C. Capmn.......... 6t.hd1ttodmo R I |
161 | Kennion, Lieut. ..............| Horse Artille veeenens| 1
162 | Kirke, H. Captain.............. 12t.hRegt.N. . 1
168 | Knowles, Captain......... eeess| 80th Queen's coovveennenass| 1
164 | Kyroff, Mr., Merchant..........| Lahore ..... ceneerene| 1
165 | Lamb, W. Cnpta.m, veue «.| Major of Brlgxule 4
166 anrence, (C.B.) Lleut. Col Agent, Lahore ... 1
167 | Lawrence, G. St. P. Major .. 11th Light Cavalry .. .11
168 | La Touche, Brigade Major .. Nusserabad..:...coveueen.. 1
169 | Lawrell, H. Est}‘ teesessecsse.| Late 3d Bengal Cav. London 1
170 Lmanrt,G C. Lieut. ..........| 1st Bengal Fusileers........[ 1
}% {‘.ee,E.Lieut ......... lOthFoot P 1
.| Leeson, J. Ma_]or.............. ar Cavalry........[ 1
173 | Library . .o gul alry 1
174 bera.ry, (Oﬂicers) HﬁthQuoens............ .01
175 Library, Soldiers’ .............. 86th ditto ....cev0eveenns 01
176 | Library, Soldiers’ ....... .| %8th L. Infantry ..........| 1
177 | Library ......... PR TR Gwalior Contingent .... ...| 2
178 | Library ...c.ceeveesvocnnas «..| 80th Queen’s .... 2
179 | Lindesay, H. Ca ‘. .| 8rd Light Cavalr; ol 1
180 | Littler, (Sir John) Moaor Genl ..| Comg. Punjab Div. . o1
181 | Liptrap,Capt...ccceevenene «eoo| 42nd Regt. L. I. .1
382 | Lindam, C. Lieut..............| 10th Foot ........ eeee]| 1
183 | Loch, H. B. Comet ............ 3rd Light Cavalry. .o 1
184 Lovette, Cnpv.am 28th Queen’s..... ese] 1
135 | Long, Major ......... 50th Queen's ....coevvveeas| 1
186 | Loyd, B. P. Lieut..... Loodianah, Regt. ..........| 1
187 | Low, A. Major ....... Late 16th Lancers..........| 1
188 Louther, Civil Service..... Allahabad ........ eesanas 1
189 | Lugard, E. Major........ Head Qu&ners 1
180 Mucdonald Lieut. and Ath. 7th Regt. ﬁmdmh Contmgent 1
191 Macleod, D J. Ensign......... 12th ditto N. I...... 1
192 | Macleod, W. B. Supery. Surgeon Dacca . 1
193 Mucleud D.ESq eeveveianenens Tirhoot .. . 1
194 Mucdermon, W. Vey. Surgeon....| 8th Light Cavnlry . 1
195 | Macgregor, G. H. Major........ Artillery .. .. 1
196 | Macgregor, W. L. Surgeon......{ 1st Bengal Fusileers. ... .. . 1
197 | Manning, H. D. Lieut. ........{ 19th Regt. N.T ............[ 1
198 | Mainwaring, C. Captain ... Commissariat Dept.. cecesendf 1
199 | Mackenzie, J. Cnphun 8th Lt. Cavalry N
200 Mackenzie, Colin, bapt. Loodiana.....ee0veveue. eee] 1
201 Marsh, H. Captain ....... 3rd ditto ditto. e, eeennene..]| 1
202 Mn.gmn, nsign .....e... 69th Regt. N. L... | 1
203 Mande, Lieut. ... illery .... g1
204 Maloney, Surgeon 50th Queen's . 01
205 | Mess, H. M. :.,...... Oth Foot vovvvevoeecannnaad] 1
206 | Mess, H. M. .o.coevnvennninnss 10th ditto........ teceseneas| 1
207 | Mess, Officers ....... Ceeneaes .| 8th Regt. N. I. ......... oo 1
208 | Moore, L. G. Cornet ..........| 3rd ditto Lt. Ca.vn.lry ........ 1
209 | Momet, T. De, Ensign ........| 68thditto N. I. ............ 1
210 | Monteath, T. Brigadier ........| Comg. at Umba.lla.h NN |
211 | Menteith, W. S. Capt...........) Brigade Major ............1 1




LIST OF SUBSCRIBERS. XII1



X1v

LIST OF SUBSCRIBERS.



INTRODUCTION.

Tae following pages have been compiled.-partly from native
manuseripts, and partly from information collected from Seik
Sirdars, and European officers in the Seik service; but chiefly
from the notes of a Captain Gardner of the Seik Artillery,
who has for several years past supplied important informa-
tion to the British Government without betraying his own,*
as all the intrigues he brought to light were those of the
Jummoo family, and their coadjutor the Pundit; and there
is every reason to believe Captain Gardner could give
further information, and prove that the Dogra chiefs
were at the bottom of the Cabul insurrection! An insur-
rection, which, in all probability, never would have taken
place, had Lord Auckland followed the suggestions of Sir
William Macnaghten regarding the Punjaub, on the death
of No Nihal Singh; for then it was the Envoy declared the
tripartite treaty at an end, as Sheer Sing who had usurped
the rajh, could not, by the most forced construction, be con-
sidered the posterity of Runjeet Sing; and all those who had
made themselves acquainted with the History of the Punjaub
must have been aware of this, as Suda Kour’s attempt to pass
off the two children (Sheer Sing and Tara Sing) on the Seik
* chief, as the twin sons of her daughter, Metab Kour, is
stated in Mr. Prinsep’s Life of the old Maharajh ; and I might
bring forward the authority of many others, well informed
upon the subject, from General Ventura to Mr. Vigne; but it
is useless discussing this point, for it is as well known that
Sheer Sing was 7ot the son of the Maharajh, as it is that

® To give an idea of Captain Gardner's knowledge of Seik affairs, I may mention
that Major Lawrence, in writing to me from Katmandoo, observed, “ If I was in
Broadfoot’s place I should like to have Gardner at my elbow.”
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Heera Sing was the Alexis, the delicias domini: I do not
mean to assert, however, that Dulleep Sing is the offspring
of the old impotent sinner, but he certainly is his mother’s
son, and that may give him some small claim to the Guddee.*
I think it is in Don Juan, Byron says of the Emperor Alex-
ander of Russia,
¢ Oh mighty Alexander, if you be,
Your mother’s son, that’s quite enough for me ;”’

and had Sheer Sing been the son of Metab Kour, it would have
been quite enough for the British Government; and Sir William
Maenaghten would never have asserted that he could not by
the most forced construction be considered the posterity of
Runjeet Sing.

Our connection with the Lahore Government, it is supposed,
was much the same as our connection with Bhurtpore;t+ the
Rajah was independent, but we were bound to support the
reigning family, and yet, when Sir David Ochterlony (clarum
et venerabile momen) had the moral courage to come for-
ward, and convince the Indian community that even a petty
Prince might rely on the fulfilment of a Treaty entered into
with the paramount authority, he was rebuked and disgraced
by the Members of the Government at the time, with the
exception (according to his own statement) of Sir Edward
Paget; for this high-minded man has no paltry feelings;
he is as little acquainted with jealousy as with fear, and
would have been delighted if Sir David Ochterlony had taken
Bhurtpore, and obtained the Peerage {—but the unjust treat-

* Dulleep Sing’s mother, Mai Chunda, was nof, however, one of Runjeet Sing’s
wives; he was only married to two women, Metab Kour, the daughter of Suda
Kour and Mai Nekee, the mother of Kurruck Sing; and he only performed even
the Chadardalna with three women, namely, the two widows of Sahib Sing, of
Guzerat, and Gool Begum, a Kunchenee of Lahore.

+ Bee Agra Guide and Gazetteer.

1 Ochterlony’s military reputation was established, and he had no wish o wade
through carnage to a Coronet; but on the trary was a p ker, like the
able and amiable Metcalfe; his letter to Lord Amherst shews he would have
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ment of the Resident at Delhi may have been borne in mind
by the Envoy at Lahore.* The Bhurtpore Usurper after a
time, however, was deposed, but Sheer Sing was allowed to
end his days in possession of the rajh. Lord Amherst pluck-
ed up courage after a short time, but Lord .Auckland (not-
withstanding his love for legitimacy) remained timid to the
last, though he refused to acknowledge Sheer Sing until he
stood in need of his assistance; so that we may suppose he
only objected to support a woman’s rule in the Punjaub, having
himself so completely failed in his attempt to keep an old
woman on the throne of Cabul. But I believe the real fact
is, Sheer Sing was considered the Louis Philippe of Lahore,
“The King of the People,” and the rajh was supposed to
be as safe in his hands as it had been in old Runjeet’s;
though, if such was the case, how little did our Government
know of the intrigues of that arch hypocrite, Dehan Sing,
a Sejanus to Runjeet, who merely placed Sheer Sing on the
guddee to destroy him, knowing he was too ambitious and
too powerful to be passed over; for there is not the least
doubt that the Minister and the Prince had arranged matters,
even before the death of the one-eyed monarch, as Sheer Sing
spoke to Colonel Skinner on the subject of his succeeding to
the guddee, when Lord Auckland and Sir Henry Fane were at
Ferozepore with the “ Army of the Indus,” though Kurruck
Sing was only a few years his senior, and No Nehal Sing

settled every thing at Bhurtpore without firing a shot !—proving, that as a diplo-
matist, as well as a military man he was superlatively great. 8ir David was born at
Boston, New England, in 1758, so that in 1825 he was only sixty-seven,—younger
than most of our Indian generals.

* It appeared to be the wish of the Indian Government to add insult to injury, and
to forget who had conquered the Nepalese and defended Delhi, while the panic that
had s0 often prevailed within the Mahratta ditch was their only excuse for this gross
piece of ingratitude : indeed they were so much alarmed that they not only ordered
8ir David not to depose Doorjun Saul, but to prepare to act on the defensive ! which
even brought a smile on his lips in the midst of his anger.
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was then quite a young man.* It was to bring forward all
these facts, that chiefly induced me to undertake this Histo-
ry of the Punjaub; for since Mr. Prinsep’s “ Life of Runjeet
Sing,” no work of importance has appeared except Major Law-
rence’s “ Punjaub Adventurer,” which, although it gives, gener-
ally speaking, a very correct account of the Seiks, still, as
will be seen by the Appendix to this work, it contains a
few errors, and it was written before all the disgraceful scenes
of slaughter had taken place, of which I profess to give the true
version. My work also includes the History of the Dogra
family and their iniquities, with which but few people are
acquainted ; though, after the account given in these pages
of Goolaub Sing’s atrocities, the public will, I dare say, be
greatly surprised at the British Government entering into a
treaty with such a monster;+ but, when a political measure
is to be carried out, I verily believe we would make friends
with the Old Gentleman himself,—for I have now been twen-
ty-six years in India, and during the whole of my sojourn
in the East, I have never heard of so infamous a miscreant
as the Rajah of Jummoo,1 though I am acquainted with the

® The Calcutia Review for August, 1844, states, that Sheer Sing, actually consulted
with Mr. Clerk regarding his opposing no less a p than Kurruck 8Sing, the only
son of the old Maharajh.

+ It has been generally asserted, that making Goolaub Bing a Maharajh was a
mockery, and giving him Cash was in keeping; that the justice of the act and
the policy were on a par. The * Rose-water” Rajah’s life has been spent in the
enjoyment of very different feasts to * the feast of Roses,” and he would soon
reduce * the sweetest that Earth ever gave” to the state to which Cabul's hundred
gardens were reduced by our “Incendiary Generals,” as Lord Brougham called
them.

All those who have heard, and “ oh! who has not heard of the Vale of Cash-
meer,” must have observed that every traveller who has visited that place since
it fell into the hands of Runjeet Sing, has heard the unfortunate inhabitants cry
out against the oppression of the Seik chieftain, and now their falling inta the
power of Goolaub Sing is like escaping from Scylla into Charybdis.

3 See * Punjaub Adventurer,” Chap. XIII. p. 15, Note 1st.—* Goolaub Sing is the
elder brother, and, in the family pact, he has charge of their conquered territories
in the hills: while he manages those of Dbyan Sing, he yearly adds to his
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evil deeds of such wretches as Kam Ran and Yar Mahomed,
his Vizier, with whom the British Government, to their cost,
at one time, were connected.

Regarding the Punjaub war; I am neither of opinion,
that the Seiks made an unprovoked attack, nor that we have
acted towards them with great forbearance; my opinion is,
that we should, as the paramount authority, long ago have
adopted coercive measures with the Seiks, and have assumed
what kings call “a commanding attitude,”* but if this poli-
cy was disapproved of, no half measures should have been
pursued, no middle course should have been taken; for, if
the Seiks were to be considered entirely an independent

own by conquest, or by the terror of his name. He has overrun the whole district
between Kashmeer and Attok ; and inflicted such terrible g on the peopl

of Budan, (alarge district south-east of Mozaffarabad,) cutting up, maiming, flaying
to the amount, is is said, of twelve thousand persons, that the men of Dundi
and Satti, two adjoining territories, sent in their submission, but begged not ‘o
see his face. Of course, the brothers must unite in this barbarous policy, though
it is difficult to believe such horrors of either, seeing their mild and winning
demeanor. They are alike too in their boundless ambition and fathomless
duplicity ; as wary as they are daring, as little disposed to use force where
cunning will succeed, as they are unscrupulous in the employment of violent
measures where such seem called for. Of Gulab Singh I have heard tales which
I can hardly believe myself, and therefore, will not task my reader’s credence
with. His information, like that of his brother, is considerable ; and though not
a very accurate geographer, nor with clear ideas as to the direction in which his
lieutenant, Zorawar Sing, went to push his conquests, he has a good estimate of
the wealth and products of China, as well as of Europe. In manner, Gulab Singh
is highly mild and affable: his features are good, nose aquiline, and expression
pleasing, though rather heavy. Indefatigable in business, he sees after every thing
himself ; hardly able to sign his name, he looks after his own accounts, and often
has the very gram for his horses weighed out before him. Since the death of Runjit
8ingh, the Rajah has been in bad odour with the durbar, for holding out against
the present monarch ; and with the army, from the numbers killed in his famous

defe of the S burj, in the commencement of 1841, as well as from the
summary punishment inflicted on the mutineers in Kashmir., Both Gulab 8ing and
his brother are, therefore, always sur ded by regiments of their own Dogur clan,

who serve them in fear and trembling, having their familiesin the Rajah’s hands,
and knowing that any dereliction from duty would entail torture on them.” )

¢ Sarely after having deposed Dost Mah d merely b Captain Vickovitch
paid him a visit, we need not have stood upon such ceremony with the Seiks.
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state, in no way answerable to us, we should not have pro-
voked them !—for to assert that the bridge of boats brought
from Bombay, was not a causa belli, but merely a defen-
sive measure is absurd ; besides, the Seiks had translations
of Sir Charles™ Napier’s speech, (as it appeared in the Delhi
Gazette,*) stating that we were going to war with them;
and, as all European powers would have done under such
circumstances, the Seiks thought it as well to be first in the
field. Moreover, they were not encamped in our territo-
ry, but their own; and, although the second article of the
.treaty of 1809 states, ¢ the Rajah will never maintain in
“ the territory, which he occupies on the left bank of the
“ Sutlej, more troops than are necessary for the internal
“ duties,” still the third article states, “in the event of
“ a violation of any of the preceding articles, or of a de-
“ parture from the rules of friendship on the part of either
« gtate, the treaty shall be considered as null and void.”

‘We have been told that the Seiks violated the treaty, by
crossing the river with their army ; but the question is,
Was not the treaty null and void when they crossed? To
expect a native power to make a regular declaration of war
is too ridiculous; and I only ask, had we not departed from
the rules of friendship first? The year before the war
broke out, we kept the island between Ferozepore and the
Punjaub, though it belonged to the Seiks, owing to the deep
water being between us and the island.+

We either had or we had not a treaty with the Seiks;

® «If they (the robber tribes of Scinde) were allowed to remain undisturbed while
Scinde was quiet, they would become turbulent and troublesome when the British
Army was called on to move into the Punjaub.”

+ * Claims to islands in rivers between two Manors, and to alluvion are determin-
ed by what is called the ¢ Kuchmuch’ or ¢ Kishtie buuna,” which practice or rule
assigns the land to the proprietor of the ¢ bank or main,” upon which the alluvion
is thrown, and from which the water has receded.”’—~Prinsep’s Life of Runjeet,
p. 203,
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my opinion is that we had none, and I have heard one high
in the political department on the north western frontier
state, that no treaty existed with the new Government. If
then no treaty existed how can we call the Seiks the break-
ers of treaties? But if on the other hand the treaty of
1809 is said to have been binding between the two Govern-
ments, then the simple question is, who first departed from
the “ rules of friendship?” I am decidedly of opinion that
wedid; but as I am also of opinion that no treaty existed,
I'think, as I have before said, we ought long ago to have
adopted coercive measures with the Seiks; and the reason
assigned for our not doirig so, “the helpless state of the
young Maharajh,”* won’t exactly go down with the public.
The real cause must be apparent to all, and it was this,
“what will they say at home if we interfere with the Seiks ?”
This “ what will they say at home,” is the great bugbear
in the present day; and we certainly should not have been
in India now, if Lord Wellesley had troubled his head about
what they would say at home.

With the Seiks for several years past, in fact ever since
the death of Runjeet Sing, we have been playing the fable
of the ¢ Shepherd Boy and the Wolf.” The Papers and the
Politicals had constantly been crying out « Zhe Seiks are
coming !” until at last we would not believe them; con-
sequently the Seiks came, and we were, as events proved,
quite unprepared to receive them. And yet, surely, defensive
measures might have been adopted, and every thing might
have been ready at Umballa, if not at Ferozepore, without
disturbing the “perpetual friendship,” which, I suppose, it was
expected would last, like Paddy’s love, “to the end of the

® “ e (the Governor General) has shown on every occasion the utmost forbear-
ance from consideration to the helpless state of the infant Maharajh, Dulleep Sing,
whom the British Government had recognised as the successor to the late Maha-
rajh, Shere 8ing.”—Proclamaled 13th D: ber, 1845,
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world, and after O !” However, I don’t stand forward myself as
one of the “ prophets of the past” and say, “I told you so;”
but on the contrary, am willing to confess I never thought for
a moment the Seiks would have crossed the River, though
Captain Gardner always informed me that they would ; bus
when I mentioned this to one who it was said knew them well,
he wrote me word, they were not quite such fools as to think
of that. However, few people appear to have known them ;
they were generally described as boasters and cowards; but we
at last discovered (what I never suspected) that they were brave
men and good Soldiers,* though like many other fine troops,
they were sadly in want of good Generals; and never before did
two armies so singularly prove the truth of Sir Charles Napier’s
assertion that “ War is a series of blunders!”

The first great fault the Seiks committed was in not at-
tacking Ferozepore and destroying that place; and when
Runjoor Sing found he was allowed quietly to cross the
Sutlej near Loodiana—turn our right flank—and get
in our rear,t he ought certainly to have marched direct upon
Delhi instead of entrenching himgelf, first at Buddawal, and

* A great deal has been said of the gallant bearing of Moreau (the * Arch Traitor,”
as Hazlitt called him) when he lost both his legs at the Battle of Dresden, where he
was engaged with the allied powers against France; but I doubt much if the
General bore his misfortune with the stoic courage of a 8Seik Sergeant, who had both
his legs taken off ty a round shot at the Battle of Aliwal! I conversed with him
for about ten minutes, during which period not a muscle of his countenance indi-
cated that he was in pain ; and he spoke out boldly, like a Spartan, smiling at the
idea when I told him one of our Surgeons would save his life, and remarking, he had
no wish to live without his legs: he then asked for water, and, after washing his face,
gave a silver ring with a ruby in it to the water carrier, and requested some
of the men of H. M.’s 31st, who were standing by, to put an end to him with their
bayonets. He was a fine, handsome looking man, between 50 and 60 years of age,
with a grey beard covering his chest.

+ Had General Grey been permitted to march when he was first ordered, he might
have been present at Ferozshah or at Moodkee, and would have superceded the
necessity of bringing Brigadier Wheeler's force away from Loodiana ; or, had Gene-
ral Grey been ordered to Loodiana when he did march, he would have prevented
Ranjoor Sing from crossing the River.
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afterwards on the banks of the river ; his Cavalry might have
laid waste the country, and his army would have increased
like a snow-ball, and easily have got possession of a portion of
the siege-train, which was on the road without proper ammu-
nition, and unprotected.*

But while we had a contempt for the Seiks, it is evident the
native srmy had a great idea of their prowess ; it was, therefore,
most fortunate that with this army there was a large body
of Buropeans; for, after the war was over, a Foreign officer in
the Seik service observed to a friend of mine, “ If it had not
“been for your European soldiers, we would have driven
“ you from Ferozepore into the sea;’-—and I must confess,
I conld only painfully acknowledge to myself, the truth of
his remark ; for, as it was, the troops under their excellencies
Sir Hugh Gough and Sir Henry Hardinge had .but dearly
gained a victory over a portion of the Seik army when Sir John
Littler came to their rescue!-—and, after his arrival, from
all that I ecan learn, the Europeans had almost formed
as high an opinion of the Seik soldiers as the natives;
and it was long undecided whether we were to be the
victors or the vanquished. The 62nd affair now must
ever remain a mystery, and though no excuse can be
made for the military faults of Colonel Reid, some credit
may be given to him in coming forward to sacrifice himself,
for the honour of his regiment, he having acknowledged
that he ordered the retreat, when General Littler was pre-
sent who had ordered the advance. He had every reason
to expect he would be brought to a Court Martial for such
« culpable conduct,” as the Commander-in-Chief himself
termed it.4 However, it must be acknowledged after all

* It was most fortunate for the poor Recruits who panied the siege-train
that it was of attacked because they must have been sacrified to a man, as they
could only have fought like the Irishman at Donnybrook Fair, who declared that he
had nothing in his hand but his fist !

+ General Littler certainly shewed great forbearance in not placiog Colonel Reid
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the Seiks were but a contemptible enemy, as all troops
must be who are without discipline and without leaders:
and therefore had we only conducted things properly, and
received proper information, we should, as Count Edward de
Warren expected, have terminated their existence in a single
action.

Their Artillery certainly did great execution, and from
their strength in this arm, and from the way the Khalsa
troops fought, and even their Hindostanee sepoys, of whom
only six came over to our camp, notwithstanding every attempt
we made to induce them to desert.* It must be seen that our

under an arrest, as soon as he became aware of his “ culpable conduct:” but
whether he acted right, in a military point of view, or wanted the moral courage, is
another question.

* Hindost: Proclamation—* Whereas the English Government is anxious to
reward the bravery and fidelity of the Poorbeas, by raising a Regiment of them—
it is hereby proclaimed, that any non-commissioned officer or soldier of the
Lahore Government who shall present himself before His Excellency the
Governor General, shall be immediately rewarded with the accustomed liberality,
and shall have the benefit of invalid pension; and, if engaged in a law suit in a
British court of justice, his case shall be immediately decided before any other.
In fact, every opportunity of favour and cherishment shall at all times be
kept in sight by the Government. However, it is reported that Tej Sing has
given out, that if any sepoys of the Lahore army go over for service to the English
Government, the officers of this Government will cut off their noses and ears and
kill them. This is altogether an inf: falsehood—for the customs of this
Government were never of such a description, and never will be—therefore let
such a falsehood not enter their head; but let them feel assured that if they come
here they will be well rewarded.”

(A true Translation.) H. MARSH, Bt. Captain,
Interpreter and Quarter Master, 3d Cavalry.

After this proclamation, however, a Serjeant of the Seik Artillery, who was I
believe the first to come over, and who was taken to Colonel Havelock, Persian
" Interpreter to the Commander-in-Chief, and sent also to the Under Secretary
to Government—got nothing! 1l and I had to feed him and clothe him atmy own
expense; and it was merely owing to the kindness of Major Lawrence, who at
the time had other business to attend to, that the man at last got into one of
the new Regiments as a corporal : his name is Mahomet Alli, he is or was in
Mr. Edwards’ Ferozepore Regiment, and, being a pmut fellow, can tell his own
story.
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Cabul expedition was far more quixotic thanever it was supposed
tobe; for had the Jummoo Rajah only combined with ¢ the
Wallace of Cabul,”* which it is well known he intended doing,
if the Affghan troops could have checked the advance of
General Pollock, for Goolaub Sing was too knowing to
think of attacking the British until they were repulsed.
Had such an event, however, taken place, it is quite evident
that Pollock, attacked in front and rear, must have been
destroyed with his whole army ; and Dehan Sing, with the
army at Lahore, would have heen too much for the force
under Sir Jasper Nicolls; and without the special interfer-
ence of Providence, the Seiks would even have destroyed ¢ the
Army of Reserve,” though headed by “the Brumegem Na-
poleon” himself. But weak as we were in undertaking the
Affghan campaign, we were not quite so weak as we were
wicked. The war was not so impolitic as improper, and the
hope of being able to reinstate Shah Soojah was certainly
not quite so absurd, as to expect that the rajh of Runjeet
Sing would last.

Major Lawrence said it would end with the “old Lion,”
as the Maharajah has been called; though, perhaps Mr.
Thackeray’s appellation of ¢ the old Robber” would be more
correct. '

In the “ Punjaub Adventurer” Dehan Sing is made to
speak like Cassandra, and foretell the destruction of the
rajh, and all the bloodshed that ensued.

What a country the Punjaub was then to have between

® Of all the names that have been applied to Ukbar Khan, Mr. Roebuck’s ap-
pellation of * the Wallaceof Cabul * was the most happy ; for, be it remembered, that
although the Scotch Hero was a Christian, and a much better educated man than the
Cabul chief, even he commenced his career as a murderer; and I have never read
that he repented of thedeed ; yet I believe to this day it.is the opinion of the best
informed, that to secure the person of the Envoy, was the exlent of the lreachery
intended by the Doorauee Patriot.
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us and Cabul! What a nation to form an alliance with,—
who were on the brink of a revolution, and whose Govern-
ment depended on the life of a decrepit debauchee !

How could we look to such people for support ?

How could we expect succour from the Seiks ?

Regarding this nation, I observe in Frazer's Magazine for
April, 1846, some account of their rise and progress; and
the writer, I perceive, has not only followed the erroneous
statements in Major Lawrence’s book, and Colonel Stein-
bacl’s, for the death of No Nehal Sing, but has taken
quite a false view of the cause of Sheer Sing’s death! He
says, ¢ The refusal of Sheer Sing to fall upon the rear of
General Pollock’s army, and cut off its convoys, cost that
individual his life.” Now the Sirdar who put Sheer Sing to
death,—and it must be remembered that he was not em-
ployed by Dehan Sing, but, on the contrary, proposed the
thing himself to the minister, and made all the arrange-
ments !'—this very Sirdar, so far from wishing Sheer Sing
to fall upon the rear of General Pollock’s army, gave infor-
mation to the British Government, that such was the intention
of Rajah Goolaub Sing! I happen to be aware of this, as
Ajeet Sing sent a confidential servant of his- own to me at
Kurnaul, to inform me that the Sirdar had received intelli-
gence from Peshawar of the greatest importance; and also
to let me know he was anxious I should communicate the
same to Mr. Clerk, with whom, he was aware, I was intimate-
ly acquainted. I replied, that if it was of such consequence, I
thought it would be much better for the Sirdar to give his
information to the magistrate, who would then write a public
letter to Mr. Clerk upon the subject. The Sirdar objected,
however, to make his appearance atthe house of the magis-
trate ; but, when I proposed that Mr. Woodcock should eome
to my house, he agreed, and there gave the evidence I have
stated, which Mr. Woodcock communicated to Mr. Clerk;
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and when Ajeet Sing took leave of me, not long after this,
I am convinced he had fully made up his mind to take
his “ wild justice,” as Lord Bacon calls it, for he observed,
“ Lord Sahib kooch keeah nuheen, lekin hum be kooch kurringa.”
“The Lord Sahib has done notking, but I will do some-
thing,” and had it not been for his too hasty proceeding, he
would, in all probability, have been minister at Lahore; but
though he had enough of the cunning, he had not the courage
of his uncle, Bhood Sing, to carry him through his daring
intentions.* But the writer in Fraser's Magazine has fallen
into a third error, when stating, “ No Nebal Sing’s death was
announced to the minister;” for it so happened, it was the
minister who announced the young Maharajah’s death to the
people; he, and he only having witnessed the last moments
of his expiring Prince, refusing admittance even to his mo-
ther, and pushing aside Lena Sing Majeeteea, and some
others of the chief Sirdars who were anxious to see what
injury their sovereign had sustained. From that moment
every thing became a mystery, and the real cause of the
Maharajah’s death was only known to the minister and his
Maker ; and scarcely was his death made known to the public
ere Sheer Sing arrived, post haste, at the capital, an express:
baving been sent off for him by Dehan Sing; but the
Chief Sirdars declared they would not allow the son of a
Washerman to sit on the throne of Runjeet; and Chund
Kour claimed the rajh as her right according to the Seik
custom. I am not aware that No Nehal Sing’s widow was
mentioned at the time, though she certainly was ¢ enciente,'t

* Runjeet himself, I have been informed, was even afraid of Bhood Sing, who was

not killed at Peshawar, as stated in the Calcutta Review, but died at Lahore, report

“says, of the cholera morbus, though his family declare that he was poisoned by the
Dogra faction.

+ It was reported to our Politicals that Chund Kour was the lady in this state, but
if s0, what reason could there be for her concealing it ? and why declare it was her
son’s widow ? as the child of cither would have been the heir of Kurruck Sing; and
of course, Chund Kour’s power wonld have been greater as mother than as grand-
mother 111
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as I ascertained from Colonels Mouton and Lafont; and
from Colonel Skinner who always had the best information,*
and from many natives at Lahore; I learnt that she had a
still-born male child soon after Sheer Sing succeeded to the
guddee, the fact, however, is of little importance.

I have now only to apologise to my subscribers for the
great delay that has taken place in bringing this History
toa close; and yet it is not by any means so complete as
I could wish, and had intended to make it, for having been
requested by Major Lawrence, when at Lahore, to send him
a portion of the work, I did so, on my return to Meerut,
the first week in May, but owing to that officer’s being
constantly on the move, having great press of business, and
also suffering from ill-health, the papers were not returned
to me until the end of September; and, having previously
despatched several manuscripts to England, had I forwarded
the remainder of the work there, or recalled what I had
despatched, my subscribers would not have received their
copies for the next twelve months : I trust, therefore, I shall be
pardoned for sending forth this work so imperfect ; and though
it was at Major Broadfoot’s recommendation, as I have already
stated, that I first thought seriously of undertaking the task,
I ought here to mention, that it had been previously sug-
gested to me by my much valued and high gifted friend,
Dr. Archibald Gordon, who, I am confident (knowing the
great opinion entertained of him by Mr. Clerk,) had he
remained in the Political Department, would have succeeded
to the appointment of Envoy at Lahore.

G. C. 8.

Jullunder, 5th January, 1847.

* When 1 sent Mr. Clerk an account of the death of my ever to be lamented
friend, in answering me he observed :—

«Poor Skinner! No man knew the natives and every thing that took place at their
« Courts, and their feelings towards us, so well as he did: we have no Secunder now.”
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RUNJEET SING'S FAMILY.

Asour the year of Christ 1470, lived a Hindoo Jét of the
Varaich caste, named Kauloo. His family had for three
generations dwelt at the village of Pundee Buttee, otherwise
called Butt, forty or fifty miles south-west of Lahore; whence
Kauloo, who was born and continued to reside there for some time,
‘was generally styled Kauloo Buttee. The people of his native
village were notorious for their wild and predatory habits; but
Kauloo is said to have been a peaceable man, working hard for
an honest livelihood. . Having, while yet at an early age, had
some quarrel with his friends at Buttee, he took with him his
wife, and wandering away from the village and the low country,
after some time settled at the small village of Sanseree, near
Rajah Sansee, the present patrimonial jaghire of the Scinda-
walla family, and lying about four or five coss west of Um-
ritsir. This place was the resort of hordes of Sansees, a
wandering race of low caste, noted for their addiction to plunder,
and moving about in parties of from one hundred to a thousand,
dwelling in tents or huts made of reeds. Here however the
self-exiled Kauloo dwelt safely, though surrounded by these
Sansee bands. It happened on a time, that his wife, then far
advanced in pregnancy, had occasion to go to some distance
from home, and on her return, being suddenly seized with the
pains of labour, was forced to take refuge in a Sansee tent,
Here she gave birth to a son, and being kindly and hospitably
treated by the Sansees, did not return to her home in the village

- B
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until the end of forty days. The child she bore was considered
by the Sansees as an adopted son of their race, and though he
was named Jaddoo Maun Buttee, they gave him the designa-
tion of Jaddoo Sansee, by which he was generally known to his
dying day. This is the commonly received account of the way
in which Jaddoo received the cognomen of Sansee; but Scan-
dal whispers another tale, to the effect that he had a still
better claim to the appellation, as being really the son of one of
the tribe, and not of the simple Kauloo his reputed father.

About the year 1476, Kauloo, with his wife and only child,
removed from Sanseree to the small village of Sund (afterwards
called Sceende,) about a coss and & half from Drownkell, and
about four coss from Wuzeerabad. Here Kauloo died, some-
time about the year 1488. His reputed son Jaddoo Maun,
born in a Sansee camp, brought up in intimate acquain-
tance with the tribe, and feeling a predilection for their
mode of life, generally residled among these people and
often accompanied them on their predatory excursions. In
one of these he was killed, about the year 1515, leaving
behind him an only son named Galeb or Gauleb, afterwards
nick-named Munnoo, from the large droves of cattle which
he used to drive away as his booty from the banks of the
Jhelum and Chinaub across the Ravee towards Lahore and
the Manjha country, where he generally disposed of his
plunder. This Gauleb, though probably a Veraich by caste, thus
headed a gang of plundering Sansees, until about the year 1549,
when he died at Sund, or Sceende, of wounds received in
one of his predatory excursions.

He left a son named Kiddoh, who being a man of quiet and
steady habits and a peaceable disposition, removed from Sceende
with some cattle, the only property left him by his father, first
to the village of Keallee, and afterwards, about the year 1565,
to Sukerchuck, then a very small village, one and a hg)f
coss south of the present Gujerawalla. Here by perseverance
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and industry, he, after some time, obtained possession of several
small plots of ground, by the cultivation of which he maintain-
ed himself and his family. This is supposed to be the
person who is called by the people of the country and by
the Sansees, Ramthull, i. e. a person devoted to God, otherwise
a good and peaceable man. Kiddoh died about the year 1578,
leaving two sons, Rajadah and Prenoo. Rajadah having learned
to read and write, Goormuckka or Loondee, not only pursued
the labours of the field but kept a small shop in Sukerchuck;
and is said even to have travelled about the neighbouring
country selling salt, tobacco, &c. &c. This Rajadah died about
1620, leaving three sons, Thelloo, Thuckt, (otherwise Thuckt
Mull,) and Neeloo. Thelloo and Neeloo were killed together in
a fray near their own village while yet but lads. Thuckt
Mull, however, lived to extend the small estate left by his
father, and likewise scraped together a small fortune by shop-
keeping and money-lending. He also purchased the leases of
many small plots of ground about Sukerchuck and Keallee,
and must thus have become a man of some influence and impor-
tance in the neighbourhood. He died about 1653, leaving two
sons, Boloo and Bara, afterwards called from his fanatical dis-
position Bii Bara. Boloo at the age of nine or ten left his
home, and joining & camp of wandering predatory Sansees,
was killed at the age of eighteen in a night attack upon a
village. Bii Bara, though assuming the character of a religious
fanatic, had the tact and policy to advance his own worldly
interests, and became sole possessor of nearly half the lands
in Sukerchuck, or about two wells. He obtained the designa-
tion of Bii on becoming the chelah or disciple of a Sing or
Seik in Gujerawalla, who taught him to read the Grunth or Holy
Book of Baba Nanuk; and about the age of twenty-five he
set out for Umritsir to receive the Pahul and become a Seik-
But some accident having happened to him on the road he
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returned without effecting his purpose. He is, however, known
to have kept his head unshaved, and to have gone about the

villages of Keallee and Sukerchuck proclaiming the precepts

of Baba Nanuk. He kept no shop like his father; but his
sole occupations were telling his beads and reading the

Grunth. On his death, which happened about 1679, he enjoined

on his son Buddah the duty of reading the Holy Book and of
going to Umritsir to take the Pahul and become a Seik. Bud-

dah on the death of his father was a boy of only nine years

old, but on’growing up and finding himself in the possession of

the little money left him by his father he seemed well disposed

to follow the paternal example and lead a quiet and religious

life. It happened, however, that he became acquainted with.
gome plundering Seiks, and by communication with them his

ideas and views underwent a change. He now, however, as it
suited ‘his purpose, remembered his father’s injuction to become:
a Seik, and accordingly went with some of his new friends to
Unmritsir, where about the year 1692 he took the Pahul and

thus became the first Seik of the family. On this occasion his

name was changed from Buddah to Boodh Sing. ’

* On his return from Unmritsir, Boodh Sing built himself a

lérge house in Sukerchuck, which was his head-quarters, and

where he continued to win the respect of the people both of

Suk_erchuck and Keallee, and so became one of their chowdries

or head-men. But he not only looked after his interests in the
villages, but, connecting himself with the gangs of predatory

Seiks and Sansees, won himself the reputation of the boldest

and most successful freebooter in the country. He generally

however confined his achievements to the carrying off of cattle

from far-away districts of the south; and the herds which he

carried off were either appropriated to his own estate, or sold

‘ahout Lahore and Unmritsir. He rode a piebald mare, which

‘became as famous as himself in the country, and was called by the
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people Desee, whence her rider obtained the nickname of Desoo.
Boodh Sing was distinguished for the most intrepid courage; for
his sagacity and shrewdness, which bore him successfully through
all his schemes, and for his ready wit and good humour. He
was also famed for his regard to the rights and property of the
poor. As an instance of this it is told that having once carried
away above a hundred head of catle from -about Nunkhona,
in the south, he some days afterwards met a poor widow, who,
ignorant of whom she was speaking to, told him that she had
come a long way to petition Desoo for the return of five head of
cattle belonging to her and her fatherless children which had been
stolen. Boodh Sing told her that it would be useless to go to
Desoo,as he was a hard-hearted inexorable man ; he said however
that he in consideration of her poverty and her loss he would
give her twenty head of cattle. He kept his word, the story
says, and actually sent the cattle by some of his own people,
further promising to afford her and her property protection ever
after. Boodh Sing, according to tradition, swam the Jhelum, the
Chinaub, and the Ravee, fifty times on his piebald mare. He had
twenty-seven sword cuts and nine matchlock wounds in different
parts of his body. He lived however through all the brunts
incident to his vocation and died of apoplexy in 1716. On the
day of his death his wife through grief stabbed herself to the
heart and they were both burnt together. They left two sons,
Nodh Sing and Chund Baun Sing, who was head of the
Scindawalla branch of the family.

A short time after his father's death, Nodh Sing began to
neglect the cultivation of his lands, and sought wealth and
fame in plundering expeditions. But he soon made many
acquaintances who turned his thoughts from what they described
as the low and unprofitable plunder of cattle, to the more res-
pectable and gainful business of a Tharvee, or highway robber.
This new line of depredation he accordingly adopted, and soon



i} HBISTORY OF RUNJEET SING’S FAMILY.

became notorious throughout the country, from Rawul Pindee
to the banks of the Sutlej.

He now became acquainted with many of the newly made
Seik Sirdars, and in 1730, contracted a marriage with the
daughter of one of them, Golaub Sing, the son of Beeseo, a
Sansee Jat of Majeetia. This Golaub Sing and his brother
Ameer Sing, on becoming-Seiks became also Tharvees, and
were so active and fortunate, that in a short time they had
amassed considerable wealth, and were considered as the Sir-
dars or Chiefs of Majeetia.*

About the year 1721, Nodh Sing with a few select friends
and relatives of himself and his wife united under his leadership
as a Bratheree or Brotherhood, joined the Missall or Camp of Kdo-
pur Sing Gujerattia, commonly called the Fyzolpooria Missall.
In this association, which existed about the time of the first
Affghan invasion, Nodh Sing and his brethren amassed consi-
derable wealth, by the plunder of the baggage and stragglers of
the invading army.. The spoils they won were carefully
stored by the fraternity in the neighbourhood of Sukerchuck.
and Keealee, &c. After a long and successful career of
plunder, Nodh Sing was in 1747 compelled to retire from the
active practice of his vocation, by a matchlock ball received in an
affray with some Affghans; and after lingering for five years
he died of the effects of the wound. His death occurred in
1742, and he left behind him four sons, Churut Sing, born in
1721, Dhull Sing, born in 1724, Jeet Sing, born in 1727, and
Nanoo Sing, born in 1782. Of the last it is only necessary to
say, that, from his religious habits he was invariably called Bii
Nanjo Sing, and that he died without issue. Churut Sing, the
eldest son, after his father’s death was only nominally connected

® This was the origin of the Majeetia family, the principal representative of
which at the present day, is the well known Lena Sing.
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with the Fyzolpooria Missall, as he kept aloof from that body,
leaving his younger brothers to act in his stead. Even these he
soon called away from the camp, having other views of aggran-
dizement for himself and his family. In 1752, or the beginning
of the following year, he, with a few of his relatives and followers,
joined by a number of Mujbees, Sansees, and other roving
plunderers, formed a separate body of robbers, and they soon be-
came notorious throughout the land for the audacity and success
with which they executed their schemes of plunder and rapine.
So great was the dread which their acts inspired, and so
strong the confidence of the people in the prowess of the
Seiks in general, that one Mahomed Yar, a Sansee, and
Chowdree or Chief of Keeallee, tendered to Churut Sing his
right and title to that village, on condition that he would
protect it against other robbers of his class. He also joined
the band with some fifteen mounted followers, and thus
added to its strength. About the same time Milika Sing,
anpther robber, took by force the village of Mereliawalla near
Gujerawalla, and being a friend of Churut Sing, he also
joined his camp with about twenty horsemen. In this way, the
originally small band soon mustered above one hundred and
fity active and daring plunderers. Being now irresistible,
Churut Sing took forcible possession of all the villages
around Gujerawalla, and also the Serai of Kutchee, in which he
intended to establish his head-quarters.

About the -year 1773 Churut Sing appears to have been
usually guided in his enterprises by the counsel and advice of
one Ameer Sing of Gujerawalla, whose grand-father was a
Sansee of the name of Sunnuth, residing in the vicinity of
Gujerawalla, and who was said to havebeen a hundred years
old when he took the Pahul and became a Seik. This Ameer
Sing originally belonged to the Fyzolpooria Missall, but subse-
quently robbed on his own account, and became well known on
the roads, even from the banks of the Jhelum to the walls of
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Delhi. He thus amassed considerable substance, and, becoming
the proprietor of some large farms about Gujerawalla, was
looked upon as the chief man of the district. He had
three sons, Dhull Sing, Ameer Sing, and Jode Sing. He
had also two daughters, to the eldest of whom, about the
year 1756, Churut Sing was married. From this time the
wealth and power of the two families were united; and the
allied chiefs, Ameer Sing and Churut Sing, now raised a banner
and formed a Missall of their own. The first chiefs of the
new clan were Churut Sing, with his two brothers and his
" three brothers-in-law; but until Ameer Sing’s death he was
considered and respected as its head and chief adviser, although
from age and infirmity, unable to take an active part in its pro-
ceedings. After the death of Ameer Sing, the new tribe
became known as the Sukerchuckia Missall. About the
year 1777 Ameer Sing counselled his followers to build them-
selves a fort better adapted to their present wants and
purposes than was Kutchee-ko-serai. On this work the
Missall began, but the walls were not advanced beyond
the first stage, when the chiefs of Lahore, Bahadoor Khan,
Afzul Khan, and Koja Sei, jealous of the power of their neigh-
bours, moved out with a force to disperse the band and
destroy its stronghold. Churut Sing, now the chief of the
Missall, received timely notice of their design, and with about
a thousand men of his band was ready to receive them. When
the Mahomedan chiefs left Lahore on this enterprise, they were
joined by about fifteen hundred or two thousand volunteers,
Seiks, Sansees, Mujbees, &c. many of them in actual but secret
league with Churut Sing and his Missall. Thus reinforced
the Lahore chiefs eneamped about a mile and a half east of
Gujerawalla, to prepare for the contemplated attack. However,
on the second night of their stay in this place, they were sur-
prised and furiously attacked by Churut Sing, and their treache-
rous allies turning against them, their rout was complete. Their
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“forces sought for safety in an immediate and precipitate flight,
-and the chiefs themselves narrowly escaped with their lives,
:leaving their camp and all its stores to become a spoil to the
‘victorious Missall. By this feat Churut Sing extended his fame
and established his power as head of the Sukerchuckia Missall.

In 1762, when Ahmed Shah Abdallie with his Affghans
made his appearance in the Punjaub, Churut Sing, too prudent to
‘come in contact with the main body of the invaders, secreted
his family and property in the hills about Jummoo, while he
with his band prowled about the skirts of the Affghan host,
‘harassing their march, cutting off stragglers, and plundering
their baggage. The only satisfaction the invaders obtained was
in the destruction of the fort of Gujerawalla which they level-
led to the ground.

It was at this time that Churut Sing, whose family had been
removed for safety to the hills, became acquainted with the
Jummoo family. Chiefly, it is supposed, at his instigation Bejerei
.Dehu, the son of the Rajah of Jummoo, rebelled against his father,
Runjeet Dehu. Itis certain, at least, that in 1774, he, with other
Seiks, went to assist the son against the father; and it was in
the winter-of the same year that he met his death from
the bursting of a matchlock in the hands of one of his
own followers, during & skirmish at Thillo ke Tallao, a tank
lying about one and a half, or two coss, to the south-west of
Jummoo.

Churut Sing left a son named Maha Sing, born about the
end of 1759 or the beginning of 1760; and who consequently
at the time of his father’s death was about fourteen years of
age. Too young to take any part in the government of the
Missall, this task fell to the lot of his mother, the widow of Churut
Sing. She, aided by the counsels of her paramour, a Brahmin
named Jey Ram Misser, rebuilt the fort of Gujerawalla des-
troyed by Ahmed Shah’s army, and which now began to be
known after the name of the young chief as Maha Sing ka

c
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Ghrarree, in like manner as it had previously been called after
his grandfather and father Ameer Sing and Churut Sing.
In the year 1775 the mother of Maha Sing conspiring with
Jey Sing, the Chief of the Kunnia Miseall, procured the assas-
sination of Jodh Sing Bhaungee. Towards the latter end
of the same year Maha Sing married the daughter of Jugputh
Sing of Jheend, who was commonly called Mai Malwine or
the Malwa Mother. Shortly after this he gained great cele-
brity by the capture and plunder of the fort and town of Russool-
nuggur, subsequently called Ramnuggur, and by his victory
over the strong tribe of Mahommedans called Chettas, the
original occupants of Russoolnuggur and the district surrounding
it. Golam Mahomed Chetta held out against him for some
years, but was at length defeated and slain in a pitched battle.
His son was taken prisoner and by order of the victor blown
from a gun. After this Godjar Gola, the brother of Golam
Mahomed, surrendered with his four sons, and received &
small jaghire for his maintenance. In his war with the
Chettas, Maha Sing had an army of 6,000 men.

About ten months after the marriage of his parents, and .in the
the winter of 1776, Runjeet Sing the son of Maha Sing and the
Mai Malwine was born. In 1778 many Chiefs and Sirdars from
various other tribes joined the Sukerchuckia Missal now under the
sole and personal command of Maha Sing, who was still consider-
ably influenced by the counsels of his mother and her favou-
rites. In the winter of 1778, however Maha Sixig put his
mother to death with his own hands. He had long suspected
one Hakeekuth Sing, of carrying on a criminal intercourse
with her, but had never interfered to put astop to it or taken auy
serious notice of the matter. It happened however that one
Khodadad Khan, the son of Ramneth Khan, a man of some note
at Jelalpore near Gujerat, and who after his father'’s death hed
killed his mother for merely attempting to engage in a criminal
intrigue fled from his home and joined the Sukerchuckia Missall,
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with seme fifteen or twenty horsemen. Maha Sing received hir
and his band and treated him with great respect. It chanced
however, that two years afterwards, the chief of the Missall at an
entertainment, and when his Sirdars and principal followers were
present, jocosely questioned Khodadad Khan about the death of
his mother. This annoyed the matrieide, and he tauntingly replied
that his mother met her death at the hands of her own son,
for only intending to do what his, Maha Sing’s, mother
was daily committing with the knowledge and almost in the
presence of an insensate, shameless, cold-blooded son. This
sharp rebuke confounded Maha Sing, who however said
nothing further at the time. But thenceforward he seemed
more thoughtful and appeared to be revolving some painful
matter in his mind. More than a month passed without, any
thing happening to change the face of affairs. But at the end
of that time Maha Sing having had occasion to leave his home,
and returning suddenly a few days after, found his mother
carousing with Hakeekuth Sing and others. This scene
revived, in all their foroe, the feelings with which the taunt of
Khodadad Khan had inspired him, and he determined to wash
out the disgrace in his mother’s blood. Having on some pretext
sent Hakeekuth Sing aud the other revellers from the house,
he entered his mother’s apartment and shot her dead with
his own matchlock, He then, restraining his followers who
would have assisted him, cut off her hand with his sword. After
this he summoned Khodadad Khan and .showing him the body
of his mother and his own bloody sword, said he hoped that
he and the world would acknowledge that he had at length
redeemed his character and avenged the honour of his family
stained by his mother’s conduct, As to Hakeektuh Sing he
declared that heving no proof of his guilt he could not slay him
then, but would watch his opportunity to revengq upen him
the injury which the hongur of his family had, as he strongly
suspected, suffered at his hands. His true reason for sparing
Hakeekuth Sing, however, was supposed to be that he knew
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that his death would be the signal for his own destruction by
the: Kunnia Missall, which was then very powerful. On hearing
of the murder of his supposed mistress, however, Hakeekuth
Sing, though attended by some three hundred followers, imme-
diately fled to his jaghire near Wazeerabad. After all, it was
by those best informed on the subject, asserted that the princi-
pal paramour of the Mai Wuzeerabadia, as the mother of Maha
Sing was called, was Joy Ram Misser, the Gooroo or religious
preceptor of the family. This man, on hearing of the mur-
der, fled to Peshawar to avoid a similar fate.

"In 1780 or 1781, Maha Sing exchanged turbans, in
token of brotherhood, with Bejerei Dehu, now become
Rajah of Jummoo, and shortly after found means to attack
and plunder Jummoo and its district. In.1782, joined by
Jessa Sing Ramgharria’ and Rajah Sansar Chund of Teers,
he fought and slew Goorbux Sing the son of Jey Sing
and chief of the Bhaungee Missall. 1In 1787 he besieged
Gujerat, then ruled by Sobh Sing son of Gujer Sing, who
was married to Purthaubee or Purthaub Kour, his, Maha
Sing’s, own sister. During this siege however he became
dangerously ill from the effects of drinking and other irre-
gularities of living, and early in 178f#§was brought home
to his fort of Gujerawalla where in a Yew months afterwards
he died. It is commonly reported that remorse for the mur-
der of his mother drove Maha Sing to drinking as a means
of drowning all disagreeable thoughts, and that he “was often
heard to declare that liquor alone could make him forget his
guilt. He had also another cause of disquiet in his jealousy
of his wife whose fidelity he suspected even from the day of
their marriage. He was, it is said, more than once heard
to express strong doubts as to the paternity of Runjeet his
reputed son; and he regarded one Luckpath Rao, formerly
his father's dewan and minister, and still a young man of
good person and engaging address, as his favoured rival in
the affections of the Mai Malwine.









EARLY HISTORY

OF

RUNJEET SING.

AT the time of his father’s death, Runjeet Sing, who now:
became chief of the Sukerchuckia Missall, was a mere child,
and his mother and mother-in-law—he had been already
married to Mehtab Kour, daughter of Goorbux Sing and
Suda Kour—ruled the tribe in his name. These two
women, both of them of evil repute, were chiefly aided and
influenced by their paramours. In 1793, however, Runjeet being
now t seventeen years of age, followed the example
of his father by putting ‘his mother to death. For several
months before this tragical event the young chief had
formed many plans and schemes for convincing himself
of the innocence or guilt of his mother whom he had
strong reason to suspect of being engaged in criminal
intrigues with one Laik Misser. In pursuance of these -
schemes, Runjeet one morning before day-break quietly
entered the chamber of his mother, and finding that Laik
Misser was actually there, hespassed on silently to another
apartment where he summoned two or three of his followers
and provided himself with a sword. He then returned to his
mother’s chamber in the full determination to slay both her
and her paramour. Laik Misser, however, hearing some noise
and immediately suspecting the cause, had made his escape.’
Runjeet entered the room and found that he had fled, and his rage
at being thus thwarted was redoubled on finding the fugitive’s
shoes, and a portion of his dress in the apartment. He how-
ever, placed a restraint on his wrath or rather dissembled it,
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and speaking quietly to his mother, promised her pardon on
condition that she would confess her crime and produce her
accomplice. She however, replied only by abuse and invect-
tive, upbraiding her son with having cast an undeserved slur
upon her character, which she asserted was as pure as he or
any one could expect. This contention betwixt them continued
for some time, when at length stung to madness by her reproaches,
Runjeet drew his sword and made a blow at her asshe was
sitting up on her bed half naked and with dishevelled hair.
On this with joined hands she implored mercy, but it was now
too late, she was cut down and slain by the sword of her son.
Having dispatched his mother, Runjeet hastened with his follow-
ers in pursuit of Laik Misser, and promised a reward of five
hundred rupees to any one who should take him alive, and
thus give him the pleasure of putting the .criminal to death
with his own hand. The man escaped, however, for the time,
and Runjeét returning from the pursuit performed th& funeral
obsequies of his mother with all proper ceremony and all out-
ward tokens of respect and regret. Yet he never showed any-
thing like remorse for what he had done, only remarking when-
ever the death of his mother was mentioned, that it was the
just punishment of her crimes, and that it was better that
she should have died early than live a long life of guilt and
shame.

It is said by some that Laik Misser having fled for protec-
tion to Suda Kour, the mother-in-law of Runjeet, was by her
delivered up to the vengeance of the young chief who put
him to a cruel death. The most authentic accounts however
say that he first escaped to Unmritsir, and that he subsequently
as a Brahmin threw himself on the protection of Suda Kour,
who in spite of both the entreaties and threats of her son-in-
law refused to give him up. Finding, however, that Runjeet
was determined, no matter by what means, to get his intended
victim into his hands, she sent him, it is said, under a strong
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escort across the Sutlej, and even as some assert as far as the
Ganges. All however that is certainly known is that Laik
Misser was never more heard of in the Punjaub.

Not long after these events had occurred, Runjeet committed
another act of cruelty in procuring the assassination of Dewan
Lekoo, formerly the manager of his father’s affairs, and who had
incurred his wrath by refusing him in his minority more than
five rupees a day for his expenses, and by otherwise treating
him in what the fiery youth considered a disrespectful manner.
Not long after the murder of his mother, Runjeet sent ten or
twelve of his men-at-arms to Kodrabad, where the dewan was
collecting the revenues of the district, with strict injunctions to
put him to death. These orders were strictly obeyed, and the
soldiers speedily returned to their chief to report the execution of
their dreadful task. For many years after this, Runjeet
continued to be guided by the counsels of his mother-in-law
Suda Kour, who ultimately, however, died in prison
in 1827 having been placed in confinement by him for refus-
ing to give up the fort of Dhinee, on the left bank of the
Sutlej.

For some years after the assumption of power by Runjeet
Sing, the history of the Sukerchuckia Missal exhibits no event
of particular importance. All was peace and quiet, and- the
young chief went every year with the whole of his tribe to
Unritsir to bathe in the holy tank, and to be present at the
Goormatta or yearly council of chiefs. Thus smoothly the time
passed until the year 1798, when an event occurred which,
&8 it formed the first step of the ladder by which Runjeet
mounted to power, requires to be particularly described.

By original agreement among the Seiks, Lahore was por-
tioned out under the rule of three Sirdars, namely Gujer
Sing, Seedoo, of Gujerut, Lena Sing, Koloo, of Lahore, and
Soba Sing, Kunnia. These chiefs were now dead but their
sons were living. The son of Gujer Sing was Sobh Sing,
who generally resided at Gujerut; the son of Lena Sing
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was Chete Sing who usually dwelt at Lahore; and the
sons of Soba Sing were Mohur Sing and Mean Sing.
Two Mussulmans of the name of Meea Ashuk and Meer
Mokun-ood-deen were however considered the principal Var-
seedaurs or Chowdries of Lahore. They were opulent and
influential ; and without their interference or sanction, few
matters could be settled in the city or its neighbourhood.
The daughter of Meea Ashuk was married to another Chow-
drie whose name was Meer DBuddur-ood-deen and who
‘happened ,to be on unfriendly terms with certain Kotrees
and Brahmins of the city. These men, in order to be revenged
on Buddur-ood-deen, went in a body to Sirdar Chete Sing
who resided in the Summun Boorj or fort of Lahore, and
‘told him a long story of the treachery of their enemy, who
they alleged was in constant communication with Zeman
Shah the sovereign of Affghanistan. They even brought
forward false papers, bearing a forgery of Buddur-ood-deen’s
signature, for the purpose of corroborating their statement,
and by these means they convinced Chete Sing of its truth.
He accordingly, in a great rage, sent forth and had Buddur-
ood-deen seized, and without allowing him to make his
defence, or even to have an interview with him, ordered
that he should be heavily ironed and cast into a dun-
geon. On hearing of this, Meea Ashuk the father in law
of the unfortunate man, with Meer Mokun-oo-deen,
Chowdrie Kukka, Abruth Khan, and many other chief
men and inhabitants of Lahore went in a body to Chete
Sing to convince him of the innocence of Buddur-ood-deen
and the malice of his enemies, hoping thereupon to
procure the immediate release of their friend. Chete Sing
however, refused to listen to them, and in an angry and haughty
manner ordered them from his presence. On this, Meea Ashuk
‘Meer Mokun-oo-deen and their companions returned home
much enraged and disappointed, and swearing vengeance upon
the Kotrees and Bramins, as also on Sirdar Chete Sing. They



RARLY HISTORY OF RUNJEET SING. 1?7

however persevered in their attempts to procure the release
of Buddur-oodeen for nearly a month, when finding their
representations and entreaties of no effect they determined to
resort to other means. They deputed one of their number to
wait upon Runjeet Sing, the young chief of the Sukerchuckia
Missall, who then was at Russoolnuggur, otherwise Ramnuggur,
on the Chinaub, for the purpose of inviting him to come and
occupy Lahore, assuring him that all that they required was
his presence there, as they themselves would do all that was
necessary for securing their object. They also sent a similar
message to his mother-in-law, the widow .Suda Kour, in-
viting her to aid and join the enterprise. Nothing could have
pleased Runjeet better than the project thus proposed to him,
a8 his ambition was already boundless. He therefore imme-
diately got together such a force of horse and foot as he could
muster on an emergency; and being joined by numbers of
straggling Seiks, Akalees, and Mujbees, he at once set out for
Unritsir, on the pretence of going there as usual to bathe
and perform his devotions at the holy shrine. His real object,
however, was to obtain the counsel and aid of his mother-
in-law, who being fully as ambitious as himself, willingly gave
him both encouragement and assistance, and even the sanction
of her own presence and company. Thus re-inforced, Run-
jeet at the head of about five thousand men, most of whom,
however, were but stragglers, proceeded at one march from
Umritsir to the Shalimar Gardens near Lahore. Here he
was met by Meea Ashuk and Meer Mokun-ood-deen, who
informed him that they had provided all that was necessary to
secure his easy entrance into and capture of the city. They told
“him further that for this purpose they had made a large breach
in the wall betwixt the Kidderee and Yakkee Gates. But Run-
jeet, either suspicious of treachery or disdaining to enter the city
in such a manner, determined not to pass through the breach
which had been made for his convenience. It was there-
D
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fore resolved that he should advance at eight o’clock the same
morning towards the Shalmee and Loharee Gates, which Meer
Mokun-oo-deen and Meea Ashuk promised to have open for
his admission. Acting on this plan Runjeet made a rapid
march from the Shalimar Gardens to the place appointed ; and
before Sirdar Chete Sing was aware of his presence or design,
he had entered by the Loharee gate with about a thousand
of his best men, while another body of about three or four thou-
sand under the command of Dhul Sing, Baug Sing, and others,
had entered by the Shalmee and Laharee Gates and taken pos-
session of them and the ramparts on either side.

‘When at length Chete Sing became aware of the proceedings
of Runjeet, it was only by being purposely misinformed as to his
whereabout. He was told that the besiegers were outside
the Yakkee and Delhi Gates, which were shut against them;
and that the men in charge of these gateways were ready
to fight for the chiefs of the city. On hearing this Chete Sing
took four or five hundred men and leaving the fort by the eastern
gateway he went towards the Delhi Gate, intending to aid
and encourage the guards in their resistance. However before
he had proceeded far, he was met by a confidential retainer, who
coming to him in haste begged of him instantly to return to
the fort if he would save his life, for that by treachery the enemy,
five thousand strong, had been admitted into the city, and that
also by treachery he, Chete Sing, had been misled into the
belief that he would find them outside the Delhi gate, the

‘object of this manceuvre being to enable Runjeet Sing quietly
to occupy the fort, while the chief was seeking him elsewhere.
On receiving this intelligence, Chete Sing returned to the fort,
barely in time to shut the Hazaree Baug gate against Runjeet’s
cavalry, led by himself in person. A moment later and
Runjeet’s horsemen would have entered the fort along with
its defenders. As it was they gallopped up just in time to
shoot two or three of the gate-keepers as they were closing
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the gate. Thus disappointed Runjeet returned to a little
distance and opened a desultory fire of matchlocks on the
place from all quarters. This firing, which was promptly
answered by Chete Sing with his five hundred men inside,
was kept up for about twenty-four hours. However on the
next morning Chete Sing finding treachery on every side, sur-
rendered on condition that his life and the lives of his followers
should be spared, and thathe should have a jaghire sufficient
for the maintenance of his family. These terms Runjeet grant-
ed, and gave to the fallen chief, whom he treated with much
respect, the village of Vennia* and its appurtenances worth
about seven thousand rupees a year.

The story of the subsequent career of Runjeet Sing has
been too often told to warrant its transcription here. His gra-
dual rise from being the chief of a tribe of roving plunderers
to the sovereingty of a nation is a subject of history. Having
once tasted the sweets of conquest in the capture of Lahore
as related above, he, like the young tiger who has lapped blood
for the first time, was eager for further prey. His ambition
having once been gratified grew with what it fed upon and
nothing less than the mastery of all around would con-
tent it. Thus prompted the chief of the Sukerchuckia Mis-
sal, and now the Lord of Lahore, began a career of conquest
and subjugation that ceased not until it had brought him to a
wall of impenetrable mountains on the one hand, and on the
other in contact with a foreign power whose frontier was
to him as ‘impassable as the Himalayas themselves.

In 1805 Runjeet was recalled from a career of victory in the
west by intelligence that abody of fugitive Mahrattas, closely
pursued by a British army, was approaching his eastern frontier.
This was unwelcome news, as he had no desire to see the

* The village of Vennia is about 24 miles from Lahore, and was latcly in the
hands of Multanee Sing.
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Punjaub a battle field for two foreign armies. He, however,
hastened to Lahore and there received Jeswunt Rao the chief
of the Mahrattas, but gave him so little encouragement to hope
for aid, that instead of continuing his flight through the coun-
try the fugitive chief was content to make terms with his
pursuers, and thus the evil which Runjeet dreaded was averted.

In 1808, the British Indian Government desiring to engage
Runjeet Sing, now one of the acknowledged princes of India, in
a grand combination against the ambitious designs of Napeleon
who meditated an invasion of the country, sent one of its
servants, Mr. (afterwards Lord) Metcalfe on a mission to the
Seik Chief. The British envoy found Runjeet engaged in the
subjugation of the various independent states betwixt the Sutlej
and the Jumna. = As the British claimed the sovereignty
of all the territory up to the Sutlej they protested against
these proceedings of the Seik Chief; and being ready to back
their protest with an armed force, Runjeet deemed it pru-
dent to listen to their remonstrance. Negotiations ensued,
and the result was that he was allowed to retain possession of the
states he had already won, while those which had not yet
submitted to him were taken under British protection. He
was by the treaty now executed, confined in a great measure
to the right bank of the Sutlej, not being allowed to maintain
more troops to the south of that river than were absolutely
necessary for the internal duties of the small states then belong-
ing to him. The Sutlej thus became the proper boundary of
his dominions to the south and east, and so it continued
until his dying day.

It was while Mr. Metcalfe was at Umrltsxr carrying an
negotiations with the Maharajh of the Seiks, as Runjeet
now called himself, that an event occurred which, though trivial
in itself not only inspired the latter with a profound respect
for the power of his British neighbours, but made him anxious
to possess himself of similar means of securing respect.
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Among the followers of Runjeet, and the principal agents of
his successes, were the Akalees, a body of fanatic Seiks some-
what analogous to the Gazees among the Mussulmans, and
whose head-quarters were at the holy tank of ‘Umritsir. These
men, whose designation signifies “ Immortal ” were in the habit
of rushing forward furiously upon the enemy in the begin-
ning of a battle and throwing him into confusion, thereby often
doing good service to their chief, who knew their value, and
gave them every encouragement. They were led by one Phoola
Sing, a desperado of a most fierce and sanguinary character and
who figures prominently in the history of Runjeet’s early career.
There is reason, however, to suppose, that these fiery bigots
served the Maharajh rather out of hate to the Mussulmans
than out of regard for him, for this same Phoola Sing their
leader came to Mr. Moorcroft when he was in the Punjaub and
offered his and their services to the British Government. )

It happened that while Mr. Metcalf was at Umritsir the
Mohurum a period of particular solemnity among the Mussul-
mans occurred. The men of that faith in the suite and escort
of the envoy accordingly prepared to celebrate it with the ap-
propriate rites. This, which was looked upon as an insult to
their sacred place, gave great umbrage to the Seiks in general
and to the bigoted Akalees in particular; and while the Maho-
medan procession in honour of Hassan and Hussain was in
progress, the fanatics, led by Phoola Sing, opened a fire of
matchlocks upon the Mussulmans. Though greatly overmatched
in numbers the Moslems of the envoy’s escort, which consisted
only of two companies of infantry and a few troopers,
were not disposed to submit to this treatment. They there-
fore broke up their procession for the moment, seized their
arms, gave battle to their assailants, and having after a fierce
struggle beaten them off, proceeded with their ceremonies
a8 if nothing had occurred to interrupt them. Runjeet himself
Was a witness to the close of the contest and to the defeat of his
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“ Immortals,” and complimented the envoy on the bravery of his
small band of followers. He saw, however, in this incident
enough to convince him that an army disciplined as these men
were, was not to be assailed with any hope of success by his own
wild troops, and he gave up for a time his cherished design of
measuring his strength with that of his haughty neighbours.
Having thus learned the value of discipline, he was seized with
the desire to possess a disciplined army, and as is well known,
was not content with idly desiring it, but using all means
available for effecting his purpose, at length saw himself at the
head of a force such as no eastern power had ever before pos-
sessed, and with which he hoped when the opportunity occurred
to be able to battle with the British for the sovereignty of
Hindostan.

In 1818 Run'eet Sing made himself master of Moultan
and soon afterwatis of Peshawar. In the following year he
conquered Cashmere and annexed it to his already extensive
dominions. The following account of the fate of the man
who was the immediate agent of these and his other conquests
will serve to illustrate some curious points in the character of
the Maharajh. .

‘While Runjeet was engaged in the conquest of the Hazareh,
Chotah, and Gundeghur districts, he' found Mahomed Khan,
the chief of Goolzeree, a much more powerful and obstinate
enemy than any other of the chiefs around him. For this
reason he deputed Misser Dewan Chund, the commander of
his troops, to visit the chief and endeavour to bring him to
terms by making many fair promises. But the Misser
when he went on this embassy was not aware that Runjeet’s
only object was to get Mahomed Khan into his power, when
he could do whatever he pleased with him. He therefore
exerted all his powers of persuasion to induce the Mussulman
chief to accompany him to his master’s camp near Rawul Pindee,
and he finally succeeded in his purpose. Runjeet at first treated
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Mahomed Khan with great respect, so that the suspicions of
the chief being lulled to sleep, he was induced by specious
promises, and on Misser Dewan Chund becoming security for his
safety and for the fulfilment of the promises made, to accompany
the Maharajh to Lahore. Scarcely, however, had they reached
Lahore before Runjeet, forgetting all his oaths and promises,
threw Mahomed Khan into prison and otherwise so ill treated
him that his life was despaired of. Misser Dewan Chund,
ashamed and indignant at such conduct to a man for whose
safety and well-being he had become security, daily remonstrated
with his master on the subject. But the only effect of his
upbraidings was to induce Runjeet to remove his victim to
another and more distant prison—the fort of Kangra—and
this was done so secretly that the Misser did not know of the
removal. One day he went before Runjeet in open dur-
bar, resolved on making a grand effort to obtain the release of
a chief whose reliance on his word and on the promises he had
made had alone brought him into the power of his enemy. On this
occasion he spoke so boldly and expressed his opinion so freely that
Runjeet became enraged, and even went so far as to threaten the
Dewan himself, telling him that instead of concerning himself
80 much about the safety of Mahomed Khan, he would soon
have occasion to look to his own. On receiving this reply
Dewan Chund quietly left the durbar, and returned to his
house greatly distressed. That same night he took poison, and
within twenty-four hours thereafter was a corpse. Runjeet on
hearing of the death of his faithful servant professed to be
much afflicted, and immediately sent orders for the release of
Mahomed Khan; but it was too late, the unfortunate chief
was dead, having sunk under the treatment inflicted on him
by order of the treacherous Seik. On learning this the
Maharajh felt or seemed to feel so much remorse that for two
days he would taste no food, and for several days after was
not in a mood to be spoken to.
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SoME years prior to Runjeet Sing’s death, or rather from the
date of Heera Sing’s birth, Raja Dehan Sing, by means of the
wiliest insinuation had so well worked himself into the old Lion’s
favor, that he may be said to have held the reins of government
entirely in his own hands. Thus established as the only, or at
all events the chief, favorite of the one-eyed monarch, he
unremittingly employed every endeavor to get rid of the old
Seik Sirdars, and so weakened their authority that there soon
remained not one among them"all who possessed either the
power or the courage to oppose him in any of his wishes. So
far even did his influence extend, that no Sirdar, however
high in rank, even though he were the king’s son, was allowed
to enter the presence of the Sovereign without the minister’s
sanction being first received. Frequent instances have been
known of Kurruck Sing and Shere Sing being obliged to wait
for hours together, and to bribe the gate-keepers and court
attendants to procure them permission to go and pay their
respects to the old King. About this time he succeeded in
forcing on Runjeet the opinion that his only son Kurruck
Sing was not of sound or proper mind, and consequently unfit
to govern, as he would he expected to do. In support of this
assertion care was taken that by the insufficiency of means placed
at his disposal, the greater part of the expeditions on which
he was sent should either partially or entirely fail, and accord-
ingly he was regarded as being incapable of command. But



SECRET HISTORY OF THE LAHORE DURBAR. 25

in fact it will readily be acknowledged by all who knew any
thing of Kurruck Sing, that in the early part of his life Le gave
the promise of, or in reality possessed, all the abilities requi-
site for a sovereign of the Punjaub; with perhaps one excep-
tion, viz. that while not so crafty as the minister, he was more
religiously and peacefully inclined, and far less ambitious. Yet
though peaceful, he proved when roused to energy that he
possessed no small share of personal bravery, activity, and
determination. It must however be owned, that during the
latter years of Runjeet’s life, when through the intrigues of
the wily minister, Kurruck Sing was treated even by his own
father as imbecile and unworthy either of power or confi-
dence, and when all hopes of returning favor were des-
troyed, his mind gradually assumed a dark and gloomy aspect.
This was instantly regarded as a corroborating proof of his being
dull and posséssed of no abilities; spite of all however, he
seemed to bear the whole with a religious meekness and
silent acquiescence.

Shere Sing again, was from the first, or not long after
his birth, disowned by the king as not being his lawful son,
and was only treated nominally as such, being allowed cer-
tain jaghires and lands to live on, sometimes commanded to
do duty, and to go on campaigns and expeditions with the
same order and in the same manner as other Sirdars.

About this time too, Kurruck Sing and Shere Sing, hut
more particularly the former, were but seldom allowed to
remain at or near the Court, being generally sent away and
kept at a distance on the frontiers, on some foolish or trifling
excuse. And while the heir to the throne was being thus treated,
Rajah Heera Sing, the minister’s eldest son was by the instru-
mentality of female intrigue and Dehan Sing’s craft, so brought
up and cherished as to be considered the favorite and adopted
child. The king’s mind was so worked on that he could nei-
ther sleep nor rest without having him at his side.—It was he

E
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and he alone that could lull the old chief to sleep. An airing
could not be taken in the Royal Palkee without his being seated
in it too. In short when he was absent Runjeet became uneasy
peevish, and vexed, and only seemed anxious for his return. Five
hundred rupees, and sometimes more, were nightly laid beneath
his pillow by the old king’s hand, to be distributed to the
poor by the young prince on the following morning. Of
this it is no exaggeration to say that ten rupees daily was
never known to be distributed in the way of alms, or for the
purpose originally contemplated. It might also be mentioned
here that at this period, by the express orders of Runjeet
and of Dehan Sing, Pundit Jellah acted as the tutor and guar-
dian of the young Rajah—his mother having died in 1832.
Rajah Dehan Sing had at all times full permission to enter
Runjeet’s Zenankhana, and hence it was that the ma-
jority of his intrigues and schemes succeeded; the wo-
men there obeyed him, for they dreaded him far more than
they did even their own lord. Heera Sing was (it
might be said) a continual resident here—and though young
was well tutored how to act in any case or circum-
stance. Through him all the secrets of Runjeet Sing
became known to the minister and his party. They were
thus privy to every thing in and out of Court; nor could
any thing be done even in the most secret recesses of the
King’s private chamber without their knowledge. Thus things
went on working in favor of the Dogra party, until
the old king was on his death bed. Then and only then
was Kurruck Sing, his son, called for into the presence of the
dying monarch, who, placing his hand in that of Dehan Sing,
gave over the charge of his son and heir, to his much esteemed
favorite and minister. He now enjoined Rajah Dehan Sing to
place Kurruck Sing on the throne, to act as his guardian and pro-
tector, to treat him in every way as the only son and heir of his
old master; and he told him that the only return he expected
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for his past favors was, that he would act towards Kurruck
Sing the part of a good, loyal, and faithful minister and
servant. Thus the old king died and Kurruck Sing was
placed on the guddee.*

The new sovereign was well aware how his late father
had been duped in every way by the minister ; and accordingly
one of his first orders was, that though the Rajah Dehan Sing
should be treated in every respect as a good councillor and
minister, the former custom and privilege of his own and
his son’s free admission into the King’s Zenankhana should no
longer be allowed ; adding that as there was no further occa-
sion for such admission, he politely entreated that Dehan
Sing would not require it again. In a private and confi-
dential interview with the Rajah, Kurruck Sing in the
mildest manner assured him that by this act he did not
intend to lessen his power, or that his interest as minister,
should suffer or be in the least prejudiced. Dehan Sing how-
ever replied, that without this permission he could not act
a8 he wished, nor as he formerly did. Thus first began the
breach between Kurruck Sing and his minister;—the latter
of whom harboured from this time a settled hatred to the
monarch, his advisers, and his old servants.

This order of the king’s procured for him many admirers,
who ‘regarded it as promising to ensure the best results to
his regal career. Among others, there was one more pro-
minent than the rest. This was Cheyt Sing, who suggested,
that, as Rajah Dehan Sing publicly gave out that he would
not allow any one to sit on the Lahore guddes who did not
grant him all the powers and privileges which he possessed
in the time of the old king, if he would] not act

¢ At Runjeet’s incremation Rajah Dehan not only hypocritically shed tears, but
twice or thrice affected to force himself forward to become as good a suttee as the
best and dearest of the old king’s_wives.
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as a minister ought, there were others who could be
found to occupy the place, who were even more loyal and
trustworthy than he. The minister soon felt, that, for his own
interest, some step must speedily be taken; and his wily
and crafty disposition was not long in devising a deep scheme.
It was given out that Kurruck Sing, with Cheyt Sing and
his other admirers, had leagued with the British, and was
ready to acknowledge their power, to place himself under their
protection, to pay six annas in every rupee of revenue for the
expenses incurred by this act, and that all the Seik troops should
then be dishanded and the Sirdars done away with. These,
and similar stories, he contrived to have so rumoured about,
that nothing else was talked of ;—and every body, even the
common soldiers, reprobated and reviled Kurruck Sing and
the advisers of a plan for thus bringing a foreign enemy into
the country and giving up all power into theif hands. Affairs
stood thus, when, by Rajah Dehan Sing’s order, Koonwur
No Nehal'Sing, was hastily recalled from Peshawur, where he
was at the time of his father’s accession to the throne.*
Rajah Goolaub Sing accompanied the prince,and had so tutored
him both in Peshawur and on his way to Lahore, that he
entered the latter city the avowed enemy of his father. The
minister, his brother, and their party, pleaded their cause and
played their part so well with Koonwur No Nehal Sing and
his mother, that they obtained their permission, along with that
of other Sirdars to assassinate Cheyt Sing and to imprison the
Maharajh or use other means to deprive him of power. They
revived the story of intrigue with the British, and produced
forged letters bearing the signatures of Kurruck Sing and

¢ He arrived from Peshawur on this occasion in six days, and would certainly—
(according to the private orders sent by Rajah Dehan Sing to his brother Rajah
Goolaub Sing) have left that city many days earlier than he did, but for Goolaub Sing’s
being detained by the then Captain Wade who was encamped at the timeat the
mouth of the Khyber. '
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Cheyt Sing in proof of their charge. The minister and“his
brother upheld that this step was the only one to be taken by
which to secure the country from the power of the Feringhees.
Every thing was agreed to, and even No Nehal Sing’s mother
was so worked on by her fears of the Feringhees, that she con-
sented to the dethronement and imprisonment of her husband ;
and thus the whole of this conspiracy was carried on with the ut-
most secrecy until the time wasripe for action. Then it was that
the minister, with his two brothers, Rajahs Goolaub and Suclret
Sing—accompanied by the Sirdars and most of the Scindawallas
went into the fort (two hours of the night still remaining)
and entered the sleeping room of Kurruck Sing. On their
way there they were met by two Biias, whom they cut down,
and further on they met a Gudwaii or water carrier who
had a few minutes before been with Kurruck Bing. This
man was now returning to the king who had just gone
into his sleeping room (as was his custom at that hour) to
pray. Immediately on perceiving the conspirators, the Gudwaii,
who was a little in advance, ran forward to give the alarm
to Kurruck Sing. At this moment Rajah Dehan Sing, who
carried a short English rifle and was a good shot, fired and
the Gudwaii instantly fell. Goolaub Sing immediately remon-
strated with, and even sharply reprimanded, his brother for
this act of indiscretion; and at the same he time gave strict
orders to the whole party to make as little noise as possible,
as whatever was to be done, could only be accomplished
in silence and by the sword. The party now advanced to
the king’s bedroom; but on their approaching it, Cheyt Sing,
being alarmed by the noise, and fearing some unseen danger,
quietly slipped out and concealed himself in a long and
dark chamber named the Kaubgda close to and in rear of
the monarch’s apartments. The conspirators on approach-
ing these, were challenged by the guards and two companies



30 SECRET HISTORY OF THE LAHORE DURBAR.

under arms, who at first seemed inclined to make some opposi-
tion. This however was a mere feint; for when Rajah Dehan
Sing advanced alone towards their commanding officer—and
holding up his siz fingered hand—pointed to the Prince,
without a word being exchanged the whole of the two com-
panies silently grounded their arms, and sat or lay down as
regularly and simultaneously, as though they had been pre-
viously well trained to it. After this, they were even more
gilent than the other party, who were now so awed by Rajah
Goolaub Sing’s looks, as to be afraid even to whisper to one
another. Kurruck Sing was soon surprized and bound. He
imagined in his terror that he was about to be killed,
and in all probability he would have been put to death
—the minister and his brother being only anxious for an
opportunity’ to destroy him—but for the presence of his son
No Nehal Sing, -and the injunctions of his wife Chund
Kour, both of whom had joined in the plot on the condi-
tion that no bodily injury should be offered to Kurruck
Sing. Cheyt Sing was now searched for, and was soon found
in the dark chamber before mentioned, where, in a corner,
with a drawn sword held in both hands, but trembling with
fear, and without the power of using it, he stood and cried like
a child for mercy. Immediately on his being discovered, he
was dragged to the door way, into the presence of the minis-
ter, who, as soon as he identified him, with his own hand
drove a long knife twice though his body. Falling wounded
to the ground, the unfortunate Cheyt Sing was literally
hacked to pieces by the infuriated assassins. Two hours.after
this Kurruck Sing was confined in the fort; and the party having
returned, Koonwur No Nehal Sing was proclaimed king ; the
old sovereign being put down as an enemy to the state, and
one incapable of holding the reins of government.

Blinded by the promises made to him by the minister,
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No Nehal Sing soon became elated with the success he
had attained. Brahmins, fakeers, &c. were brought forward
to prophecy the endurance of his rule 'and the success of
his arms, which_they declared would shortly conquer Delhi
and extend even as far as Benares itself. To flatter his
credulity and to humour his ambition some of these Brah-
‘mins requested and absolutely got from him promissory
bills of the right and title to large sums of money and pre-
sents of jaghires and land, about Benares, Delhi, &c.—all to
come into force when his empire extended so far. Thus
governed by the craft and wily machinations of his tutors
he sincerely believed in all; and his ambition soon led him
to consent to the imprisonment of his father. By this low yet
deep policy a most rancorous enmity was established between
the father and the son. Of the former king, No Nehal Sing
never spoke but in terms of contumely and reproach. He
would see him but seldom, and when he did it was only to abuse
him for his supposed unmanly conduct and pusillanimity.
Thus was Kurruck Sing’s spirit and constitution broken
down. Shortly afterwards he was reported to be sick, and
by the help of his doctors, who had their part appointed
them, was in a very short time beyond all hopes of recovery.
His son however was taught to believe that he was only
feigning to be ill, with the hope of being able to effect his
escape and make his way over to the British.* For this
reason Kurruck Sing was but little noticed by his son
during his illness; in fact he never saw him but once, and
then but a short time before his death,—on which occasion
the father was treated by his only sonin a manner revolting,
even to the natives around. There is nothing at all astonish-
ing in this when we remember the shameful proceedings adopted

* To give this the semblance of probability and truth strong guards were placed
over the person of the deposed monarch.
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by the minister to keep alive and feed the flame of bitterness
and enmity in the mind of each. During all this time No
Nehal Sing never once imagined—even when his father was
proclaimed as being beyond recovery—but that he was dying
from natural causes, brought on perhaps by taking too much
unwholesome medicine in support of his feigned illness. It
has already been stated that Kurruck Sing saw his son but’
once during his illness, though he often implored and begged
that he would visit him. Dehan Sing in the meanwhile kept
up the outward appearance of peace maker, as though he
were sincerely desirous of producing a reconciliation between the
two parties—or, as he expressed it, to bring them to a proper
sense of their duty as father and son. But still he took
care by sinister means to instil the rancorous poison of enmity
so deeply into the minds of both, that all his outward endea-
vors for an amicable settlement and meeting must necessarily
fail. Thus, he was seen more than once with tears in his
eyes imploring No Nehal Sing to see his father—as it
became a son to do—in kindness, friendship, and love. Fail-
ing in this he would proceed to the father and represent to
him the manner in which he had acted for the benefit of
both—but that unfortunately, and he grieved to say it—he
had not sufficient power, to destroy the inimical feeling that
existed in the breast of No Nehal Sing towards his father*
In fact the old king was frequently told that he must now
begin to be aware that his son’s object was simply to gaina
convenient opportunity to assassinate him. At length Kurruck
Sing died; and it neither must nor can be made a secret, that
he died from the slow effects of small doses of ¢ Sapheda
Kaskaree,” (white lead or the acetate of lead) and “Rus

Several of the secret ecnemies of the Rajuh assisted privately or connived at
all this,~being well aware that the fate of him and his family wase inevitably
sealed the moment Koonwur No Nehal Sing should enter into the full possession
of the throne. '
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Camphoor,” (Corrosive Sublimate, or the native muriate of
mercury. )*

No Nehal Sing was not present at the death-bed of his
father, whose continual cry in his dying agonies (agonies
caused by the cold spasmodic affections of the limbs and
bowels) was, that he might yet have the pleasure of seeing
his son in order to pardon the parricide. From this it
would appear, that Kurruck Sing was aware that he had
been poisoned—though he considered his son to have
been the principal agent in the deed. The language em-
ployed by him on his death bed was, however, declared
by the minister to be the ravings of a dying man—and he pre-
tended (as did the doctors also) that his viction was at the
time insane. Notwithstanding this it was still thought that
the cries of the unfortunate father might weigh on the mind
of his son; and consequently the latter was purposely kept
out of the way, and informed that his father was cursing
him, and only giving vent by means of execrations, even in
this his last hour, to his hatred and enmity. Thus was No
Nehal Sing induced to allow his father to fall a victim to
his enemies without even visiting him; while the father on
his part, with his last breath, kept calling for his “dear and
only son.” When the death of Kurruck Sing was announced
to his son,+ instead of being affected by it, he seemed to think
that now the day of his rejoicing and happiness had arrived,
and calmly gave orders for the incremation of the corpse.t

* Bii Goormuck Sing- was acquainted with the whole of the particulars of the
conspiracy, and not only hinted them to Kurruck 8ing, but also warned him of his
danger ; and at the same time strongly remonstrated with the parties employed
in this treacherous and murderous affair.

t When the news first reached the prince, he was on a party of pleasure, hunting
uear Shahbelore. He did not, however, give up the sports of the field for two hours
afterward.

$ One of the late king’s wives—a youngand most beautiful lady of about twenty
years of age—the sister of Sirdar Mungul Sing,—was, by the contrivance of Dehan

F
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This ceremony was performed in an open space opposite the
mausoleum of Runjeet Sing, and near the Hazooree Bagh,
within the precincts of the palace; and while the body of the
late sovereign was being burnt, the new Maharajh, No
Nehal Sing, stood by the blazing pile of his father. Rajah
Dehan Sing was at his side. Ere the corpse was consumed,
however, the prince felt desirous to leave the spot, and
to perform the ceremony of ablution in a nullah at a short
distance. On this the minister politely represented to him
that it would be contrary to rule and etiquette for him
to leave the place before the body was consumed, and even
went so far as to appeal to his sense of duty to the me-
mory of a dear and lost father! No Nehal was thus per-
suaded to stay a little longer; but presently, on the plea
of sickness—it is said that he really was sick—he left the
spot. He then proceeded on foot towards the bathing place
which was at the distance of only about one hundred and
twenty yards. While on his way the minister again brought
him to a stand, for a moment, to remonstrate with him on his
indecorous haste ; the prince, however, was not to be detain-
ed, and he went on towards the stream. He was attended
by the whole court, and followed by five elephants; but as it
would have been considered irreverent for him to ride past the
funeral pile on his return, the elephants were sent back to wait
at a little distance. Having washed, the prince set forth on
his return. He had to pass first through a gateway, then across
a court yard, and lastly through a deep arch-way leading
from this court-yard to the spot on which the corpse had
been burnt, and near which the elephants were now in waiting.
Just before he entered this archway the prince took the hand
of Meean Oottum Sing, the eldest son of Goolaub Sing and

Sing—who for some occult reason procured it—shamefully treated and forced to
become one of the victims at the suttee on this occasion,
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nephew of Dehan Sing, and the two proceeded through the
gateway together. As they emerged from the passage, the
young Maharajh made a momentary halt while he addressed
some jocular remark to his companion, and the next instant
a crash was heard,—the beams, stones, and tiles fell from above
and the two young men were struck to the ground.*

The largest of the stones fell on the Meean and killed him
on the spot. The young prince too fell senseless, but after
a moment struggled to rise. No one, however, could tell at
the time whether the blow was mortal or not. Dehan Sing
immediately took up the prince in his arms, and placing him
in a palkee, which, as it would seem, was in readiness for
the purpose, had him conveyed to the fort, and there locked
him up in an inner apartment. Lena Sing Majeeteea, attempt-
ed to follow the palkee; but Dehan Sing, as soon as he saw
the Sirdar’s object, instantly pushed him away. In vain did
some others of the chief Sirdars entreat admittance—in vain
did the mother of No Nehal in a paroxysm of rage and anxiety
come and beat the fort gates with her own hands—admittance
even into the fort there was none, still less into the prince’s
apartment. None of the female inmates, not even his wives
were suffered to see him. Every thing was kept locked up

¢ Captain Gardner says, “ I myself was p t at the com t of the
ceremony of cremation, that is, when the torch was applied, standing close to
Rajah Dehan Sing, being by his special orders, in attendance on him. Before the
prince had left the spot, however, I was directed by the Rajah to go and bring
forty of my artillerymen in their fatigue dresses, whom he said he wanted there
immediately. When I returned with these men the catastrophe had just occurred,
and No Nehal 8ing was being carried in a palanquin into the Hazooree Bagh,
I then received an order from the Rajah to send my men to their camp, as
their services were no longer required. What services it was intended or expected
that they should render, 1 have never been able to ascertain. While on the
spot, however, I learnt all the particulars of the affair, and have since verified
them by the evidence of a most respectable merchant of Lahore, the state jeweller
to the Durbar, who, before several British officers, corroborated what I have said
of the events which preceded the death of No Nehal 8ing.”
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for a while—the palkee bearers were sent to their homes*—
and the minister with but two of his followers and chief hill-
men remained with the prince.

The numerous Sirdars and others, who were assembled
outside the gates were ordered quietly to retire, being informed
at the same time that the prince was in a likely way to de
well—that he was but wounded, and for the time insensi-
ble—and that notwithstanding the severity of the contusion,
he had already given evident signs of life, and that there
were strong hopes of a speedy recovery. In about two hours
afterwards the minister, committing his charge to his two hill-
men, left the fort, and proceeding first to the mother of the
prince, had with her a private conference. He now informed
her of her son’s death—but under strict injunctions to keep
the matter secret—telling her that all her hopes of reigning
or even of retaining her present station depended entirely on
this point. He protested further, that when he first placed the
prince in the palkee, though not then entirely insensible, he was
mortally wounded ; and that about half an hour after he-was
removed into the fort—during which time, he said, he had
done all he could to preserve the prince’s life—he had breathed
his last, there having, as he asserted, been a contusion of the
brain. He did not leave the mother, until he had persuaded
her to believe all he wished, and then departing to his own

* Captain Gardner says, “ They were servants in my own camp of Artillery, and
were five in number. Two were afterwards privately put to death—two escaped
to Hindostan, the fate of the fifth is unknown. One of the palkee bearers afterwards
affirmed, that when the prince wasput into the palkee, and when he was assisting
to place him there, he saw that above the right ear there was a wound which
bled so slightly as only to cause a blotch of blood of about the size of a rupee,
on the pillow or cloth on which his head rested while he was in the palkee. He
added, that the blood neither flowed nortrickledin any quantity, before his-being
taken out. Now, it is a curious fact, that when the room was opened, in which his
corpse was first exposed by the Rajah, blood in great quantity,both in fluid and coa-
gulated pools, was found around the head on the cloth on which the body lay.”
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house, he convened an assembly of the principal Sirdars, (those
chiefly whom he feared most) and went over the self-same
arguments with them also. Thus, though revealing the whole
to a few, he still kept the matter a secret from the public!
He had promised Chund Kour, during his interview with
her, that she should reign in the place of her son, but his
great object was to ensure her silence until the arrival of
Shere Sing, to whom he had privately written, reminding him
of his promise, and telling him, that now was the moment—
that he should ride post by night and day, and arrive quickly.
Shere Sing arrived, and as soon as he had presented himself,
the death of the prince was publicly made known, and pre-
parations for his funeral obsequies were made accordingly.
Dehan Sing, well aware that should Chund Kour become
the sovereign of the Punjaub, it would not be long before
the only party he now really dreaded, (the Scindawallas)
would hurl both him and his family from the high position
they then held, speedily endeavored to urge upon the Sirdars the
necessity of placing Shere Sing on the guddee. With the utmost
wiliness he pleaded that the turbulent Seiks neither would nor
could be ruled by a woman; and that he felt it would be utterly
impossible for him to act with or consult a woman on affairs
of importance. Some were for this, others again against it;
however Shere Sing was by the miinister installed in state
and proclaimed the reigning monarch. Although Chund Kour
and her party strenuously opposed this movement, still for
the time the minister had his way; and with his usual tact,
he was soon enabled to win the army over to his side. The
Scindawalla family and Rajah Goolaub Sing espoused, in ap-
pearance at least, the cause of Chund Kour :—for it is a well
known fact that in all important intrigues, it was the policy of
the two brothers, by appearing to divide, to side with and lead
the two opposing parties. Goolaub Sing came from Jummoo to
head the party of Chund Kour, who, as it had been promised
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by both the brothers that she should be placed on the guddee
at the death of her son, considered her right and title as just;
and though the minister had broken faith with her, she placed
such entire trust in Rajah Goolaub and his promises, that
she held full and confident hopes of ultimate success.

Thus now the Court was divided into two parties, each
breathing destruction against the other, when all of a sudden the
minister, apparently seeing that he alone could not stand out
against all the Sirdars, requested Shere Sing to desist for a while
from his purpose, and sending him back to his jaghire, bid him
wait until (as he said) he should be able to bring over all the
troops to his side, and thus place him upon the guddee without
opposition. Shere Sing, accordingly, accompanied only by s
small body of his own troops, was induced to leave Lahore,
while the minister on his part left for Jummoo, but not until he
had made arrangements for engaging the army and its officers
to side with him. The real object of this movement, evidently,
was that Dehan Sing and Goolaub Sing might the better
concert their plans, and with the greater probability of ensuring
success.

For about thirty days Dehan Sing remained at Jummoo,
during which time the emissaries he had left at Lahore secretly
to ply the Seik soldiery, had so well played their part as to
have received promises from the different corps that as soon
as the minister and Shere Sing should present themselves at
Lahore, they would place the latter upon the throne. These
promises were given on consideration that the army should
receive an increase of pay, together with large presents—terms
which only were afterwards partially fulfilled.

Atlength, when the soldiery were considered as ripe for the
purpose, letters were forwarded to Rajah Dehan, informing
him that he might now safely advance and bring Shere Sing:
along with him to Lahore. Jewalla Sing (Shere Sing’s mooktear)
was in the meantime intriguing with the soldiery, in order
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that they might place his master on the throne without the
aid of the Dogra faction. His object in pursuing this line
of policy was the hope that by this means he himself might attain
to the Wuzeership. Shere Sing himself considered this to be
the best and most feasible plan for attainiug his purpose;
but yet he stood in too great a dread of the Rajah’s interest
and power, not to flatter him by the most solemn protestations
that he considered the object in view could only be attained
through his instrumentality. Thus while on the one hand he
was assuring the minister of his reliance upon him alone—
he had on the other hand actually given Jewalla Sing a written
promise, that in case the Khalsa troops agreed to and succeeded
in the capture of Lahore and the ejection of Chund Kour and
her party, without the aid of Rajah Dehan Sing, he (Jewalla
Sing) should be appointed Wuzeer. While matters were thus
progressing, Dehan Sing sent a notice to Shere Sing that
every thing had now been so far settled with the army as to
warrant his at once proceeding to Lahore, at the same time
advising him to approach the city by the Shalimar Gardens,
at which place the minister agreed to meet him. This step
however he deemed it prudent not to take, certainly not until he
knew how the Seik army was disposed towards Shere Smg on
his approach to the city.

Not suspecting the Rajah’s intentions, Shere Sing, with about
three hundred of his followers, left Koonoowan (his usual sport-
ing residence) and marched for the city. On his arrival at the
Shalimar Gardens, he felt at first somewhat disappointed and
astonished to learn that Rajah Dehan Sing had (up to that
moment) not even left Jummoo. This suspicious conduct of
the Rajah’s was immediately regarded by Jewalla Sing and his
friends as furnishing a good opportunity for Shere Sing to
induce the Khalsa troops to march against the city without
loss of time. The plan was supported by the argument that
Shere Sing could now, by a quick movement and a vigorous
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attack so surprize the city as to make it an easy conquest,
while Chund Kour and her adherents, panic struck by the
revolt of the army, would be glad to give up the keys of the
fortress even before Dehan Sing could possibly arrive. Shere
Sing accordingly sent emissaries to the army then encamp-
ed at Meean Meer to acquaint them with his arrival and
immediate intentions. On this the troops sent him word to
come the next day, and publicly to encamp at Buddhoo-ks-
ava—an old brick kiln, on the top of which General Avitabile
has erected a Bara Deree or house surrounded by a defen-
sive wall. This house had for some time been considered
and employed as the rendezvous of the Punches* of the
army in general, whenever any assembly was convened for
the purposes of business. This spot was now considered
the most fit for Shere Sing to encamp on, as he would thére
be in the midst of the troops, and his right and title to the
guddee could be fearlessly proclaimed, and if necessary, means
be taken to enforce his immediate enthronement. There was,
however, a party in the army who desired the presence of Rajah
Dehan, he having in a measure become the security for the
fulfilment of all the promises made to the troops—and being
known as a man of wealth and interest—qualities which Shere
Sing did not possess at all. Jewalla Sing soon managed,
however, to satisfy, or at all events silence, this party, and
accordingly on the next morning Shere Sing took up his
position at Baddhoo-ka-ava—where the whole of the Pun-
ches and a large number of the officers of the Khalsa army
came and paid their respects to him, and then publicly pro-
claimed him as the sovereign of the country. To insure his

® These Punches or deputies of the troops were men who by superior ability
or cunning had secured an influence over their comrades, and who were encou-
raged to undertake the office as much by the expectation of the numerous presents
which fell to their share, as by the importince which it gave them in the eyes of
others. Their anger being dreaded by all, their favour, individually and collectively,
was courled by high and low alike.
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safety four battalions of infantry and two of cavalry with several
pieces of artillery were quickly stationed around the mound,
while a heavy discharge of cannon as a salute proclaimed to
the startled citizens of Lahore—now roused to a sense of their
danger—the intention of the army to support Shere Sing.

Rajah Goolaub Sing, who ever since the death of No Nehal
Sing, had in a manner publicly avowed his intentions to favour
the claims of Chund Kour, was considered the head and main
spring of her cause. Rajah Heera Sing, the eldest son of
Dehan Sing, was likewise of her party, and while he remained
in Lahore made it appear that he had joined his uncle against
his father—a deep-laid scheme to save appearances, a trick
which the wi}y brothers of Jummoo had often played before.
The intent of this manceuvre was, that by ostensibly becoming
enemies to each other, and by the appearance of opposition
in their political views, they were enabled to become the leaders
and controllers of the contending parties, whereby their object
was secured whichever side was successful, and they were
enabled by their private agreement to direct the current of
affairs more entirely to suit their own intentions and advantage.
However, from this it may be inferred that Rajah Dehan Sing
did not leave his brothers at Lahore without a proper ar-
rangement with them as to the part each had to play in the
tragic drama that was about to be performed. Rajah Goolaub
was well aware of the moment when Shere Sing. was to leave
Koonoowan for Lahore, as well as of the real disposition
of the Khalsa towards him. But it was only on the day on
which Shere Sing arrived at Shalimar that Goolaub seemed to
have the slightest notion of his approach or of the intentions
of the army.



CHAPTER II

THE SIEGE OF LAHORE BY SHERE SING.

ON hearing that Shere Sing had arrived at Shalimar,
Goolaub Sing consulted with Chund Kour and the chiefs
who supported her cause, namely, Jemadar Khogsheeal Sing,
Sirdar Teja Sing, and the several members of the Scin-
dawalla family, most of whom he had probably himself
gained and enlisted on her side, that they might be caught
in the snare which was laid for their destruction. After this
consultation he sent orders for all his own household troops,
then encamped at Shahdera, to cross the river immediately and
to encamp on the parade ground adjacent to and to the north
of the Soomun Boorj of the fort. These troops had scarcely
reached the spot appointed, when they received further orders
to march to the attack of Shere Sing and his partizans in their
position at Shalimar. The force sent on this service was com-
posed chiefly of Rajah Dehan Sing’s own troops! It consisted
of two small battalions, with ten Horse Artillery guns, belonging
to that chief, one battalion belonging to his brother and avowed
confederate Rajah Suchet Sing, and one belonging to his other
brother and concealed ally Rajah Goolaub Sing, in all about two
thousand men and ten guns! This Dogra force had not proceeded
half a mile towards Shalimar, when Goolaub himself, attended by
about a hundred horse, galloped up to them, ordered them instantly
to countermarch, and returning with them at a rapid pace, hur-
ried the whole into the Hazooree Bagh or palace garden, and
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with this force immediately occupied the whole fort, stating as
his reason for the measure that the whole Khalsa army had
declared in favour of Shere Sing, and that it would be madness
to proceed with so small a force against that prince, supported
as he was by at least sixty thousand men.

"Although Goolaub Sing up to the moment when the struggle
actually commenced, believed that Shere Sing was too much
under the influence of Rajah Dehan to venture on any thing like
open hostility during his absence and without his concur-
rence, he was aware that the prince, strongly supported by the
whole Khalsa, might be induced to make a vigorous effort to
gain his point by private negotiations, and without the aid of
his principal but still absent supporter Dehan Sing. Goolaub
was too old a pupil in Runjeet’s school not to be able to see
through the schemes of Jewalla Sing and the duplicity of
Shere Sing. He was likewise well aware that his brother in
his letters to the prince merely advised him to proceed towards
Lahore and to encamp at Shalimar, where the whole or most
of the troops would go out to him, and where he might
strengthen himself and act according to circumstances, but on
1o account to commence open hostilities until his, Dehan Sing’s,
arrival from Jummoo. He promised on these conditions to
endeavour by means of his influence with his brother Goolaub
Sing to obtain for Shere Sing by negotiation the object of his
wishes, and to give him possession of the throne and the capital
without a shot being fired. However, contrary to the wish and
expectations of Rajah Goolaub Sing, Shere Sing early on the
following morning took up a position at Bhoodhoo ka Ava, and
thereby convinced the Dogra chief of his determination at
once to attack the city and fort in the absence and without the
concurrence of Dehan Sing. Goolaub saw clearly that his suc-
cess in this enterprise, independent of the aid of his party, would
be a deathblow to the hopes of himself, his family, and friends.
He therefore determined to oppose to the last any attack made
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by the prince, and not to listen to any terms till the arrival of
his brother Dehan Sing on the scene of action. He would then,
as previously arranged, after some show of negotiation, yield to
the influence of Dehan Sing, so as to make it appear to Shere
Sing that he entirely owed his elevation to that chief and his
party.

Having thus taken up a threatening position at Bhoodhoo
ka Ava, Shere Sing and the Khalsa troops busied themselves
in preparation, for an immediate and vigorous attack on
Lahore. This day’s work, however, cost the prince nearly all
the money he had brought with him, together with all that
he could borrow, and which he had to bestow upon the troops
in gifts ere he could bring them into train for the approach-
ing conflict. On the other side Goolaub Sing the same morning
convened a large assemblage of the friends and supporters
of Chund Kour in the Soomun Boorj, to whom he depicted
in the most lively colours the greatness of the coming danger,
and exhorted them to be faithful and courageous in the cause of
the princess, confirming the allegiance of waverers by adminis-
tering an oath of constancy. After this a private consultation
was held by Rajah Goolaub Sing, Jemadar Khoosheeal Sing,
Sirdar Teja Sing, and the heads of the Scindawalla family.
Here Goolaub Sing earnestly enjoined the chiefs to enter the
fort immediately with their troops and to put the place in &
posture of defence, as it was quite uncertain when the attack
might be made. The Scindawalla chiefs answered that they
had already done what the Rajah now advised, while Jemadar
Khoosheeal Sing, Sirdar Teja Sing and others declared their
readiness to act on his suggestion at & moment’s notice.

On the evening of this day Goolaub Sing, mounted on an
elephant, went amongst and reviewed and inspected the troops,
and saw that every gateway and bastion round the city was
properly secured and provided for defence. He took with
him on this visit many large bags of money, which he liberally
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distributed in handfuls to the soldiers at the different posts,
receiving in return strong assurances that at whatever point
Shere Sing might make the assault he should be vigorously.
opposed and repelled. The Rajah on returning from <this
tour again entered the fort, and sending for the officers and
men of the different divisions of artillery then in the city,
himself in person administered an oath to each one individually,
—the Mahomedans on the Koran, and the Hindoos on the water
of the Ganges—that they would to the last resist any attack
made by Shere Sing on the fort or the city. After this cere-
mony had been performed each officer and man received, and
with at least seeming thankfulness, four months’ pay, as a gra-
tuity from Chund Kour; this with promises of further favours
being considered sufficient to bind the whole to the cause of
the princess. When this business was completed, which
was at a late hour of the night, every man repaired to his post,
and soon the fort and city of Lahore were to all appearance
buried in slumber, too soon to awake to scenes of tumult and
bloodshed.

About an hour and a half or two hours before day break the
Dogra sentinels stationed along the ramparts of that part of
the fort which faces the city, reported that large bodies of
horse with lighted matches had passed along the road leading
towards the artillery barracks of Sultan Mahomed and
Meva Sing, or towards the Badshahi Musjid, and that they
seemed to have entered the city by the Yakkee and Delhi gates.
The sentries thought, moreover, from the conversation which
they had overheard that Shere Sing must then have entered
the city. This was soon ascertained to be the fact, with
the only difference that the prince had by previous arrange-
ments entered at a wicket gate which then existed in Meva
Sing’s barracks and close to and west of the Badshahi
Musjid, while the large bodies of cavalry which supported
him, entered, first by the Yakkee and Delhi gates, and after-
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wards by the Tunksallee and other gates. It then appeared
that the guards and keepers of the gates all round the city,
after having on the previous evening accepted large sums as
presents from Goolaub Sing, and sworn to be faithful to
Chund Kour, had, on the receipf of somewhat more valuable
gifts from the other side, transferred their service and allegiance
to Shere Sing, to whom, in virtue of this agreement, the gates
were quietly opened at the time appointed.

Thus before daylight Shere Sing was not only in possession
of four or five of the principal gateways of the city, but
had actually entered the place in person with about two thousand
infantry, while about five thousand cavalry had gone in by the
gates, and all assembled quietly and privately in the open
space now included in Meva Sing’s artillery barracks. Shere
Sing himself took up his quarters for the time in Meva Sing’s own
house, which was close to the wicket by which he had
entered the city. Thus proceeding as silently and quietly as
possible, the prince before day was, by means of further bribes,
in possession of both the gateways leading into the Hazooree
Bagh, as also of the Badshahi Musjid and the large magazine
which was then in that edifice.

‘While matters were thus proceeding outside, Rajah Goolaub
Sing concentrated his Dogra troops in the upper fort and made
all requisite preparations for whatever might occur. He also
sent directions to Jemadar Khoosheeal Sing and Sirdar Teja Sing
to repair to the fort with such men as they could command,
buf for reasons best known to themselves, these chiefs on various
pretences and excuses declined to comply with the Rajah’s re-
quest. There were about twelve hundred Seiks on duty in the
fort before the Dogra force entered ; they were the two bat-
talions in charge of the treasury called the Mootee Mundur,
and were under the command of Boodh Sing Maun. These
Seiks perceiving the course which affairs were taking, showed
some inclination to hecome mutinous, and even went so far as
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to threaten the Dogra intruders with destruction. Indeed it is
probable that they would have attempted to carry their
threats into execution had not there been just light enough for
them to see four guns heavily loaded with grape, and with
matches lighted, ready to open upon them. This spectacle in-
duced them to remaim quiet and to become more civil to their
unwelcome visitors ; and their only thought now was how to
get safe out of the fort. They asked Rajah Goolaub for
leave to withdraw, and he for obvious reasons readily granted
it. But it was too late for them to retreat, the fierce strife for
which so many secret and silent preparations had been made,
was about to begin.

As day dawned upon Lahore the watchers on the ram-
parts of the fort heard the tramp and murmur of the
advancing Khalsa army as it marched in at the several
gates of the city. The increasing light then showed a cloud of
dust raised by the tread of the advancing thousands, and which
threw a lurid and ominous gloom on all around. Presently
the fierce cries of some seventy thousand wild infantry, and
perhaps fifty thousand still more savage followers attracted
by the scent of plunder, rent the air in loud acclamations.
Above all was heard the Seik war cry— Wak GQooroo jee ko Fut-
teh! Wah Gooroo jee ko Khalsajee! as the host, disdaining
further attempts at secrecy, advanced to the assault. The small
and'silent band on the walls of the fort calmly beheld the ap-
proach of the dense columns of infantry, the squadrons of caval-
1y, and more fearful than all, the enormous train of the Khalsa
artillery. The entire circuit of the fort now presented a closely
wedged mass of men, forming close up to the very walls.
Presently the artillery was drawn into position, and coolly un-
limbered ready to open its terrible fire on the devoted place.
The number of guns was so great that they formed as it were
one entire and connected battery round the fort; and yet others,
for want of room in the first rank, had to take up positions in
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the rear, or to fire from wherever space could be found to
work them. Calmly and silently the besieged viewed these
formidable preparations for the assault. They had merely
closed the two gates, the one leading into the Hazooree Bagh
and the other towards the eastern verge of the city; but
inside each of these gatesthey had placed two guns loaded with
grape. They also manned the walls as well as their numbers
would allow with the men of the Dogra or Phirman batta-
lion, who lay concealed, ready to deal out destruction on the
dense masses below. At this time the Hazooree Bagh was
thronged with a motley multitude of Gorchars, or troopers,
Akalees, Infantry, Cavalry, and Artillery. Shere Sing himself
took up his position in a marble summer house in the middle
of the garden, and by his personal and repeated orders a space in
front of the gateway of the fort was cleared with much diffi-
culty, and twelve guns were placed so as to bear on the wooden
portals, at a distance of not more than thirty-five or forty
yards in front of them.

The scene at thismoment was of a strange and fearful charac-
ter,—the dense mass of fierce men heaving to and fro almost
up to thewalls of the fort like an angry sea beating against a rock,
The tumult of their wild music and still wilder cries as the host
clamoured to be led to the attack was stunning. Soon however,
the horror took another form. The entire circle of gnns—about
two hundred and thirty pieces of artillery—simultaneously
opened a fire of blank cartridge. This was done probabfy in
the expectation of terrifying the defenders of the fort,
but if so about fifty rounds from each gun were thrown away
to no purpose. The effect, however, of this firing was awful,
stunning all, besieged as well as besiegers, and shaking the
fort even to the old foundatious laid by the Emperor Akbar. At
length the firing ceased suddenly, and then ensued a calm and
silence so profound that the stillness was not less awful than
the previous uproar. Not a sound, not a whisper was heard on
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cither side as the besiegers waited to ascertain the effect of this
singular assault. Then the twelve guns pointed at the Hazooree
Bagh gate were quietly loaded,—ball cartridge with a canister of
grape driven home over it. The matches were lit and ready to
hurl destruction en the feeble portals. Loud and savage voices
were heard, fiercely demanding the opening of the gate. But
the call was unheeded :—immediately then the twelve guns were
fired at once, and the old wooden gate, with thirty-seven out of
thirty-nine men placed inside to defend it, fell before the terrible
discharge. The two guns loaded with grape were now all that
opposed the entrance of the beseigers, and there was left but one
out of sixteen artillerymen to fire them. The besieged were
panic struck for a moment by the fatal effect of the enemy’s
fire. At this instant a band of two or three hundred Akalees
rushed forward over the ruins of the gate and the bodies of its
fallen defenders. One of them had advanced so far that he was
able to thrust his sword into the muzzle of one of the guns, by
way of taking possession of it, when the sole remaining artillery
man, with a little khalassie who attended on him, fired the two
guns at once, and nearly a hundred corpses fell out of the mass
of men that was rushing forward. The assailants recoiled for
2 moment before this close and withering fire, and the defenders
of the gate were enabled to load and fire their guns again with
8 destructive an effect as before. Thus the twelve guns drawn
 before the gate were almost unmanned, and the greater
tumber of their horses were killed. This first gleam of suc-
cess for the besieged was heightened by the promptitude with
which the Dogra men, without awaiting orders from Rajah
Goolaub Sing, poured their fire of musketry from the walls upon
the confused mass below. The effect was that in about ten
minutes the Hazooree Bagh was cleared of the besiegers, who
left behind them about three hundr#d killed, one hundred
Wwounded, and about fifty prisoners taken by a sally of the Dogras
sword in hand. During the confusion Shere Sing escaped from
H
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the garden back to his former quarters in the barracks of Meva
Sing, and he thought it prudent to keep himself out of harms-
way during the remainder of the siege.

‘While all this was passing in the Hazooree Bagh, the eastern
gateway was attacked in a similar manner, but by only
six guns instead of twelve. The first fire beat down the gate
and killed eleven men inside, but the return fire of the two
guns within and the musketry of the Dogras on the ramparts
above, quickly silenced the assailing battery, killing all the men
and horses attached to it. The guns were thus left, as in the
Hazooree Bagh, under the fire of the garrison.

Thus repulsed in their first attempts, the Khalsa opened
a heavy and general fire from their artillery all round the
place, at a distance of not more than sixty or a hundred
yards.» This fire was continued with such vigour and
rapidity that it threatened the destruction of the old walls,
which seemed likely to crumble away before it. But the artillery-
men being within the range of small arms, and quite unshel-
tered, fell so fast under the well-directed fire of the garrison
on the walls, that in about an hour the whole of the formidable
line was silenced and deserted. The Dogras on the ramparts
could now count no less than one hundred and forty-six guns
with none but dead and wounded men, horses, and bullocks
around them, and so completely commanded by their fire that
none dared to approach them. This sight had the effect of in-
spiriting and encouraging the besieged ; and the besiegers
retired to a more respectful distance, sheltering themselves
behind and in the houses of the city. Thirty-six guns of large
calibre belonging to the division of Sultan Mahomed were
the last to be silenced by the fire from the fort, the artillery-
men having hit upon an ingenious but barbarous method
of protecting themselv®. They had seized and taken by
force many women of the city, courtezans and others, and com-
pelling them to stand in front of and around their guns, some
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of them actually bound to the wheels, the Dogras in their
gallantry to the sex or their pity for the individuals, averted
their fire, and thus the Seiks by this cruel stratagem were
enabled to continue their’s in perfect safety. DBut at length the
Dogras found that the fire of these guns, thus strangely protected,
was not only making sad havoc in their ranks, but was likely
to bring down a portion of their defences; they therefore re-
luctantly set to work to silence these as they had done the others
by a vigorous return. Even now, however, greatly to the credit
of their gallantry and humanity be it said, they took all possible
care to avoid injuring the wretched women, aiming with their
best skill to strike their enemies without hitting their involun-
tary protectors. The best proof, not only of their kind feel-
ing but of their skill as marksmen, is the fact that of a thousand
ertwelve hundred women who were thus barbarously exposed, only
nineteen lost their lives, while not less than one hundred and
eighty-six of the artillerymen were shot down at their guns.

The rest of that day was passed in comparative quiet, which
afforded to the little garrison an opportunity, of which they
were not slow to avail themselves, for repairing as well as they
could the damage done, and for strengthening their defences
in anticipation of a remewed attack. They were, however,
exposed throughout the day to a desultory and almost harmless
fire from the Seiks, who had taken up secure positions in and
behind the houses of the city; and some of the guns which had
from the commencement of the fray been blocked up in narrow
passages and lying unemployed, were now, under cover of houses
and walls, dragged off to a distance and brought to bear upon
the defences of the fort. By favour of the darkness the Seiks
managed also to haul up their deserted artillery, but not without
considerable loss from the watchful garrison. The guns were
placed in houses and behind walls, and pointed on the place
through embrasures made for the occasion; and thus the Seiks
awaited for the day to renew the assault.
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About four in the morning a tremendous cannonade was
opened from the concealed batteries. The garrison were unable
to return this fire with any effect, from the fact that the fort
had no embrasures through which they could point their guns.
The place, built originally by the Emperor Akbar merely as a
temporary residence for himself and his family, was never fur-
nished with the means of defence by the aid of artillery, and
possessed nothing more than loop-holes for musketry. The gar-
rison now, however, endeavoured to overcome this defect by
breaking out embrasures in the ramparts; but they soon found
that this was impracticable, and the attempt dangerous from
the frail nature of the masonry, which, old and decayed, came
down in masses from the shock of their own guns. In two
instances not only were guns thus buried under heaps of ruins,
but some lives were lost. They then resorted to the expedient
of erecting hatteries of wood and earth within the fort, and
knocking down the wall in front of them—a process in which
they were much aided by the fire of the hesiegers; and thus
they were enabled to return the fire of the Seiks with consider-
able effect.

All this time four guns and a part of the garrison was em-
ployed in the indispensible task of keeping quiet the twelve
hundred Seik troops that had been found in the fort, and who,
had they not been thus overawed, would have glady created
a diversion in favour of their friends and comrades outside by
falling on the strangers within. But they were kept from doing
injury, and confined to the area of the building called the
Thuckt or Throne, where they sat silent and sad like so many
prisoners of war.

Thus for three successive days and mights was a heavy and
incessant cannonade kept up by the Seiks upon the place, and
returned by the garrison to the best of their power. ~Several
large breaches were formed, and so perfect werc they that
many of the Dogras of the garrison, during the night, found easy




SIEGE OF LAHORE. b3

egress and ingress through them, when they sallied forth upon
the besiegers or made their arragements to repulse sudden as-
saults.

But though the Seik artillery told ruinously on the walls
and ramparts, it was not nearly so annoying to ‘the garri-
son as the fire of five or six matchlock-men posted on each
minar of the Badshahi Musjid, and who were thus able
to command every corner of the place with their destructive
weapons. These men were Mochees by caste and hunters by
profession and remarkable for the certainty of their dead-
ly aim. They were in all about forty in number, and were
employed by Shere Sing on this occasion, receiving a pay of
from ten to twenty rupees a day each man. The light artillery
of the fort was unable to make any sensible impression on the
towers upon which these death-dealing marksmen were perched,
and could -do nothing more than now and than dislodge a few
stones from the top. One of the guns of the place however

- on one occasion tumbled three of these men from their exalted
and seemingly secure position, just as they had exposed them-
selves to full view while in the act of placing a block of stone
to serve as a defence from the fire of the Dogra musketeers,
who were almost as expert in the use of their arms us those
wild huntsmen themselves, and who engaged heartily in a
hot rivalry with them at that murderous game. In proof of
the skill of the hill-men, it may be mentioned, that they killed
five and wounded eleven of the Mochees thus favourably posted,
by sending balls through their shoulders and arms, while they
were in the act of using their ramrods, when alone those parts
of their bodies and only those were visible to their keen-eyed
enemies below. . .

On the evening of the third day the garrison received infor-
mation that the large drains and water-courses leading from
the fort into the ditch had been charged with powder and were
to be exploded as mines at night-fall. They thereupon opened
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a heavy fire on the suspected points, while parties of Dogras
went in and abstracted all the powder, filling the mouths of
the drains with earth, &c. On the same night, by an acci-
dental circumstance it was discovered that a considerable part
of the fort was undermined on the side next the Hazoores
Bagh and near what is called the Goolab Khana. Beneath
the walls in that direction several old caves and hollow places
existed, and the besiegers entering these places under cover of
night had formed extensive mines under the fort. In car-
rying on these operations the miners broke into a low subter-
raneous room in the fort, in which a party of Sultan Mahomed’s
artillery were ensconced ; this caused an alarm and a discovery,
and the besiegers were not without some trouble expelled, l6sing
forty-seven workmen and about fifty soldiers, most of whom
were killed by the bursting of shells thrown by hand into these
vaults and passages.

On the following morning intellizence was given to the garri-
son that Shere Sing in person had taken up his position in the
Badshahi Musjid.  They thereupon formed a scheme for
blowing him and the building into the air, and made their pre-
parations accordingly. It was well known to them that the
Musjid contained a large magazine of - powder stored in wooden
boxes, skins, &c. This they wished to explode, if possible, by
means of shells and red hot shot ; but just asthey were about to
commence operations, they received information wlich induced
them to desist, being told that though there were at least five
thousand maunds of powder in the Musjid, there were certain
subterranean passages communicating between that edifice and
the fort, which were also filled with powder, and terminated

®n other vaults or magazines of powder beneath the fort
itself.

Towards evening on the fifth day of the siege, intelligence
was received of the approach of Rajah Dehan Sing, who had ar-
rived from Jummoo. This induced Shere Sing to order that the
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fire on the place should cease, while he endeavoured to negotiate
with Rajah Goolaub Sing. That chief, however, on overtures
being made, refused to treat, alleging, that he could not think of
negotiating until his brother made his appearance and consent-
ed to become a mediator in the affair. This determined answer,
together with the great loss which the besiegers had sustained
without any success to counterbalance it, induced Shere Sing
tosenda deputation to Pehan Sing, who was coolly amusing
himself hunting the wild boar, some three or four miles from
Shahdera. The messengers were instructed to tender a sort
of apology for what had occurred, to make excuses on behalf
of Shere Sing for the part which he had played in the tragedy,
and to endeavour to persuade Dehan, that the untoward events
which had occurred originated only in the rashness and obstinate
disobedience of the Seik troops, who were described asin a
state of mutiny and resolutely bent or avenging their slaughter-
ed comrades. Dehan Sing and his younger brother Sucheg
Sing, however, were not to be thus pacified. They publicly
taxed Shere Sing with falsehood and duplicity, and declared
that he might now take the fort, if he. could, for himself,—
that he might go on freely expending the Khalsa troops and
his own money for another month if he liked, with little hope of
eventual success; but that they could no longer consent to be
security for him to the army, or assure him against the con-
sequences when he should no longer be able to satisfy the
demands of the soldiers for money, as they found that during
the past few days between four and five lakhs of rupees had
been expended in vain attempts to satisfy the mob of armed
men. By these representations Shere Sing was brought to
consider the matter more seriously than he had hitherto done.
During this evening and in the night he repeatedly ordered a
total cessation of hostilities ; but the Seiks would not now listen
to him, declaring that they could never desist until the fort was
razed to the ground, and all the garrison slain in revenge for
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the death of so many of their comrades. But Dehan Sing’s
agents persuaded Shere Sing that this was but the pretext
of the Seik troops, whose real object was to take the fort by
assault, and to indulge their long-cherished desire to plunder
the treasury which it contained. These and similar persuasions
and advices induced Shere Sing to take the affair into his seri-
ous consideration ; and during the night he sent five hundred
of his best and most faithful Gorechars, or cavalry, to Dehan
Sing, accompanied by several chiefs, who in the most humble
manner and on behalf of Shere Sing, craved pardon for what
had been done amiss, and entreated Dehan Sing to accompany
them to the city, where Shere Sing was waiting his appearance
in the greatest anxiety and suspense. On receiving this humble
message, both theDogra brothers, Dehan Sing and Suchet Sing,
with about five hundred of their own adherents, who had
accompanied them from Jummoo, and the body of cavalry sent
by Shere Sing, appoached Lahore on the sixth day of the
siege. As they came near the walls, Shere Sing with a strong
escort and numerous retinue went out in person to meet them
and to conduct them into the city, assigning as his reason for
guarding their persons so carefully, that the troops just now
entertained hostile feelings againstevery one who bore the designa-
tion of a Dogra. On meeting Dehan Sing, Shere Sing actu-
ally humbled himself so far as with bare feet and joined handsto
entreat forgiveness for what was past, which he declared again
was not through any fault of his. Dehan Sing, knowing well
how to treat the prince, at first affected a cold and haughty
" demeanour; and in a severe tone he told Shere Sing that he,
the prince, had more need to fear the Khalsa troops than himself
had. He remarked further that as Shere Sing acknowledged
that he could not manage the soldiery, he would show him what
he himself could do in that way. He then galloped off, attend-
ed by only ten or twelve horsemen into the midst of the Seik
multitude then collected outside the Tanksallee gateway to

1
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witness his entry into the city. The soldiers received him with
loud acclamation, and while Shere Sing followed at some
distance, Dehan Sing entered Lahore among a crowd of Seik
troops, who saw in his arrival the hope of further bribes and
presents. The Rajah flattered and pleased the soldiers around
him by expressing his sorrow at their loss, and the small return
they were likely to obtain, assuring them that had his advice
been taken not a drop of blood would have been spilt, while their
object would have been obtained in one short day. He said,
however, that if they would not be too hasty now, he had
the strongest hopes of being able to put every thing to rights
yet, and of seeing every man of them well rewarded for his
loyalty and devotion. By these arts, Dehan Sing, before
two hours had elapsed from the time of his arrival had worked
himself into the confidence of the Seiks so far that a cessation
of hostilities ensued, and every one looked upon him as the
man by whose friendly mediation alone peace could be restored.
Negotiations began that same evening, and in the morning of the
seventh day since the commencement of the siege the Seiks found,
as they had not done before, time and opportunity to collect and
burn or bury their dead, and to clear the city and the Hazooree
Bagh of the carcases of cattle and horses with which they were
strewn. The return showed that on the side of the besiegers 4786
men, 610 horses, and 320 bullocks had been killed; while the
loss of the garrison did not in killed and wounded exceed 180
men. During these seven days, the Dogras of the garrison
had received from Goolaub Sing as presents from himself, and
Chund Kour, various sums amounting in the aggregate to
about one hundred rupees for each private soldier, the officers
being rewarded still more liberally.

One or two other incidents which occurred during this short
and vigorous siege may be here mentioned. The Seiks, under
the pretence of procuring wood for the erection of batteries,
or out-works for the protection of their guns, dismantled nearly

I
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half the houses in the city, and committed excesses almost
incredible and perfectly indescribable. Even had Shere Sing
interfered to prevent these atrocities, he had not the power
to enforce his command. The people thronged in crowds
to witness the operations of the siege, and might be seen
daily in numbers seated, in seeming unconsciousness of danger,
on the walls and roofs of houses and in other places within
the range of muskets from the fort. But as the garrison
knew by their appearance that they were not of the enemy,they
never received any molestation.

On the seventh and eighth days, when the Seiks were
engaged in burning their dead who were consumed in large
heaps, they were seen to throw upon the pile some who were
merely wounded and still alive. These poor wretches implored
their mercy but in vain, their cries and entreaties were
answered with jeering inquiries, if they were afraid to go
to heaven—“ Biia cherjou, cherjou,—kee kofe ounda?”—
“ Mount, brother, mount, what are you afraid of ?” The object
of the soldiers in committing these barbarities was merely
to secure the little property they found on the persons of
their murdered comrades,—for this petty incitement they
were ready to commit atrocities so horrible !

When negotiations began on the seventh day of the seige,
Rajah Heera Sing and the Scindawallah chiefs came out of
the Soomun Boorj, where they had remained with a few follow-
ers, for the purpose, as they said, of affording protection to
the princess Chund Kour. Rajah Goolaub now found little
difficulty in inducing this lady to agree in the views and designs
of himself and his brother. She implored him to become the
protector of her person and rights, formally nominating him
as her mooktear or agent, and committing all her interests
into his hands. He thus procured from Shere Sing and the
army terms for her and her supporters more favourable than they
could otherwise have obtained ; in this, however, as might
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be expected, he sought his own advantage and that of his
family and faction much more than that of his client. The
conditions on which it was agreed that the fort of Lahore
should be given up and Chund Kour resign her claims to
the guddee, were, first, a jaghire of nine lakhs for the princess
—Kuddee Kuddeealee was the place named, adjoining the
Jummoo states—and Goolaub Sing was to have the manage-
ment of it for her;—second, that as it was the Ranee’s wish
to live as the faithful widow of Kurruck Sing, Shere Sing
should never make any pretensions to her hand ;—third, that
the Dogra garrison of the fort should be allowed to march
out unmolested and with flying colours;—and fourth, that
security should be given for the due fulfilment of these
conditions.

In obtaining a jaghire of nine lakhs of rupees per
annum in the part of the country adjoining his own domi-
nions, under pretence of holding it for Chund Kour, the
chief of Jummoo secured an object of no small consideration
with him ; while by the lady being allowed to continue in
a state of widowhood he ‘was secured in quiet possession of
the advantages thus obtained. Eventually, however, the Rajah
secured to himself not only this jaghire but almost all the
lady’s money and valuables, which under the pretence of
safely keeping for her, he carried off to Jummoo.

Matters being satisfactorily arranged, it was settled that the
Dogra garrison should leave the fort on the evening of the
eighth day. In preparation for this movement, Goolaub
Sing employed himself in filling his tumbrils and waggons,
sixteen in number, with silver money, allowing only thirty
rounds of ammunition for each gun, to be used is case of
emergency. Furthermore, a bag of gold mohurs was en-
trusted to the care of each of five hundred of his most
faithful adherents ; and again, a quantity of jewellery and valu-
able trinkets was delivered to the charge of his own orderly
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Gorchars or mounted body guard. Then taking with him
twelve of the best horses that had heen in Runjeet
Sing’s stud, and many valuable articles of pushmeena, &c.,
Goolaub Sing at the head of his men marched quietly out
of the fort after dark on the evening of the eighth day.
The clause in the capitulation which allowed the garrison
to depart with all the honors of war was not taken advantage
of, Goolaub fearing, and with but too much show of reason,
that the Seiks, instigated by their own revengeful feelings,
or the machinations of Jewalla Sing, might fall upon the little
band when it was unable to protect itself and plunder and
perhaps murder them all. As it was, however, the Dogra
force without molestation reached the bank of the Ravee oppo-
site Shahderah and there encamped for two days. During
this time Goolaub Sing went to pay his respects to the new
Maharajah, Shere Sing, to whom with his own hand he deli-
vered as a token of homage and as a propitiatory gift, the great
diamond called Koh-i-noor, which he had contrived to secure.
On the occasion of this interview he endeavoured to impress
on Shere Sing a sense of his own loyalty and patriotism,
declaring that he now had at much risk and trouble to himself
secured for the new Maharajh, the treasures of the state which but
for his exertions would have been plundered by the Seik soldiery
and the rabble. To this he added, that being a Rajpoot and
an old servant of Runjeet Sing, his gallantry and loyalty
alike engaged him to protect the person and reputation of
Chund Kour, the virtuous widow of Kurruck Sing, and daugh-
ter-in-law to the great Maharajh himself. Thus he made
the best use of some.four or five hours which passed during
his interview with Shere Sing, and next day crossing the
Ravee to Shahdera, with the whole of his force he took upas -
strong a position as he could find, and sent to Jummoo for a
re-inforcement of two thousand-of his best troops. He took
these precautions because he found that the Khalsa troops were
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becoming utterly uncontrollable by the power of Shere Sing,
and he had reason to apprehend that at the instigation of Jewal-
la Sing they would even yet attack him. He found, too, that at
the instigation of the same chief, Shere Sing had enticed many
of his troops to desert, and on his learning this fact he obtained
leave of absence, through the interest of his brother Dehan
Sing, the Wuzeer, and marched to Jummoo with his whole
force. ‘

The deep policy of the Jummoo brothers was now beginning
to develope itself. They had got rid of the unfortunate Kur-
ruck Sing, and of his active and ambitious son, No Nehal
Sing; the Ranee Chund Kour had been set aside, and Shere
Sing was placed on the throne simply that he might be the
more completely in the power of these his worst enemies. It now
only remained to dispose of the new Maharajh, to replace whom
Dehan 8ing had in his hands a young child, the reputed though
not the real son, of Runjeet Sing ;* and then, with the Khalsa
troops entirely at his command, Rajah Dehan Sing, aided by
his brothers, would be supreme.

* The present Maharajh, Dulleep Sing, of whose birth and parentage more here-
after.



CHAPTER IIL

GOOLAUB SING AND AFFGHANISTAN.

GooLAUB SiNG did not remain long at Jummoo, whither he
went after the surrender of Lahore. He was ordered off to
Cashmere to quell a mutiny among the troops, and he did this
effecthally, by cutting to pieces and almost annihilating two
battalions who had killed their Governor, Meean Sing. From
Cashmere he went to the Hazareh country, where he overcame
Paindah Khan, Nawab of Trinoul, who was continually causing
disturbances in that quarter. While in Hazareh the news of
the insurrections against the British at Cabul reached him.
It may here be mentioned, that when the old King, Zeman
Shah, passed through the Punjaub, on his return to Cabul, he
was escorted by Goolaub Sing’s troops under a confidential
officer, and from that time a close communication was carried on
betwixt Zeman Shah and the Dogra chief. There is, moreover,
reason to suspect, that during Zeman Shah’s march through the
Punjaub, the seeds were sown which shortly produced the
rebellion in Affghanistan, and the fearful disasters of the
British army in that country. Certain it is, that Goolaub
Sing expected and foretold such an outbreak, full two
months before it occurred. Another suspicious circumstance i8
well known,—that both Goolaub and his brother Dehan Sing
were in constant and secret communication with most, both of
the Barukzye and Suddoozye chiefs at Cabul, for at least six
months before the insurrection broke out ; their dealings with
either party being a profound secret to the other. It may
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likewise be inferred that both parties were acting in the affair
which ensued as the instruments of, or strongly instigated by,
their friends in the Punjaub. The communication with the
Barukzyes was kept up through the sirdars of Peshawur, then
continual residents at the Court of Lahore, and who acted a
prominent part thoughout the whole affair.

Rajah  Goolaub Sing was in the Hazareh districts when
Brigadier Wild arrived on the Attock, and it was through his
sinister proceedings that so much difficulty and delay was expe-
riencedin crossingthat river. Inaccordance with engagement and
in order to keep up appearances, the Mahomedan Brigade in the
Seik service was ordered to march with and assist the British
troopsin the passage through the Khyber Pass, and if necessary
to Jullalabad. Now though orders to this effect were pub-
licly issued, and the Mahomedan Brigade had already marched,
it is an indubitable fact, and one that might easily be proved,
that these troops were privately instructed and had received orders
to act in a contrary manner. These orders went from the
Hazareh country, where Rajah Goolaub Sing was then en-
camped and they were conveyed to Peshawar by the hands
of one Mirza Mahomed Yar, better known as Mirza Firmar.
The manner in which the Seik contingent acted at that time
is well known. When the British troops had advanced to the
pass, their Punjaub allies becoming, ¢o all appearance, mutinous
and insubordinate, -returned at the most critical juncture,
leaving the British force to its fate. Thus the Seik contingent,
m a disorderly manner, marched back to the Attock, where
it encamped on the western bank of the river, Rajah
Goolaub Sing being encamped on the eastern one. The
meaning of this conduct was that it was intended to cause delay
and discomfiture to the British in their advance into Affghan-
istan ; and it certainly had its expected effect for a time. The
disasters that Wild’s brigade met with were owing to this cause;
had it not been for this, it would have reached Jullalabad
much earlier, and mnch evil and bloodshed might thereby have
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been saved. The news of this brigade having reached Jullal-
abad would have had a great effect in deterring the Affighan chiefs
and people from acting against the British force then in the
country; and it would have inspirited the latter to behave with
greater vigour and resolution in repelling the attacks made upon
them. It is probable that had this brigade reached Jullalabad,
the army would never have left Cabul, or if it did so, would
have done so under a treaty that would have been held
sacred by the Affghans, a strong British force being at hand
to punish its infraction.

Soon after this defection of the Seik contingent, General
Pollock arrived at Peshawar, and in a few days afterwards Goo-
laub Sing made his appearance, after a very leisurely and
evidently reluctant march from Hazareh. Though a British
political agent was in his camp, urging him day and night to
expedition, it took him forty-two days to march from Hazareh
to Peshawar, a distance of but little more than the same num-
ber of miles. While Pollock was encamped at Peshawar,
every effort was made to delay his advance, and to frighten
the native troops and thereby to prevent their entering the
much dreaded Khyber Pass. The means used for this purpose
caused some desertion, but had they succeeded to the full,
mutiny in its worst aspect and at the most critical moment
would have been the result. General Pollock,” however,
happily overcame all difficulties and escaped all dangers—
more, perhaps, than he is aware of even to this day. He acted
with promptitude and determination, and his efforts being
nobly supported by his troops, he safely reached Jullalabad,
and thus not only relieved Sale’s division, but formed by the
junction a force capable of carrying all before it even to
the walls, and even within the gates of Cabul. Rajah Goolaub
Sing thus disappointed, put the best face on the matter, de-
clared he had done what he could for the assistance of the
British, and seeing no further need for his services marched

back for Jummoo.




CHAPTER IV.

MURDER OF JEWALLA SING AND OF RANEE CHUND KOUR.

It has been seen how Jewalla Sing, the Mooktear or agent
of Shere Sing, under promise of being made Wuzeer, exerted
himself to obtain for his master possession of the throme
and capital, without the aid and influence of the Dogra
family. In the interval between Shere Sing’s first appearance
at Shalimar, and his return from Konoowar to Lahere, and
while Dehan Sing was at Jummoo, Jewslla Sing had stre-
nuously exerted himself to bring ever the troops to his master’s
interest, and it was chiefly by his bribes and promises that
¢their services were secured on behalf of Shere Sing. Elated
with his success in this matter, the Mooktear fancied that
with the aid of the troops he had won over he could take the
fort by force of arms, and advised his master not to allow
Rajah Dehan Sing on his arrival to interfere in an affair,
which he, Jewalla Sing, could settle without his assistance. It
was he who instigated the Khalsa troops to attack the fort
during Dehan Sing’s absence, and it was only by the energy
and resolution of the Dogra garrisen that his object was
defeated. Even when Dehan Sing a.mved, and when Shere
8ing, repenting of his attempt to take the fort without his
2id and advice, ordered a cessation of the fire upon the place,
Jewalla Sing, unwilling to be baulked in his ambitious designs,
persuaded the troops to continue the attack, and thus for

twelve hours the orders of Shere Sing were of no avail;
K
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and indeed they would have continued inoperative, had he
not, attended by Dehan Sing and many officers, person-
ally gone among the troops, and by gifts and persuasions in-
duced them to desist. Again, when the Dogra garrison
marched out of the fort at night, and proceeded to encamp
at Shahdera, - they would have been attacked by the Seik
troops at Jewalla Sing’s instigation, had it not been that Shere
Sing and Dehan Sing learning their intention, were personally
on the alert to prevent its being carried into effect.
All these things were well known to the Dogra Chiefs,
and the knowledge served to enrage them against the am-
bitious Mooktear, and led them to determine on a mur-
derous revenge. Having determined on the destruction of
their enemy, their first step was to rob him of the confidence
and favour of his master. Their plans for this purpose were
so well devised and skilfully executed, that it was not long ere
Shere Sing regarded his too zealous servant as a secret, deep,
and crafty foe. With this suspicion in his heart, the Maharajh
commanded Jewalla Sing into his presence to account for his
conduct; but the Mooktear, then encamped at Shalimar with a
body of six thousand cavalry, who were in his interest, apprehen-
sive of the intentions of his master, refused to obey the sum-
mons. In this contumacy he was encouraged and countenanced
by his troops, who declared that they would either excuse him
to the Maharajh, or, if nécessary, protect him against the
anger of his master. This conduct of Jewalla Sing, of course
enraged the Maharajh still more, while it served to con-
firm the suspicions which he had already entertained of Jewalls
Sing’s treachery. After waiting, therefore, for about twenty-
four hours to give time for his revolted servant to return to
his duty, if so disposed, he put himself at the head of all the
troops in and about Lahore, and attended by Rajah Dehan
Sing and a numerous train of Sirdars, went forth against the
contumacious Mooktear. He found Jewalla Sing at Shalimar,
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with his six thousand Gorechars drawn out as if for resistance ;
but on the Maharajh making his appearance in person, the
Mooktear gave up all thought of resistance, and went forward
to meet his angry master. He was then prevailed on to
accompany the Maharajh and his attendants to Lahore, and
on his arrival there, he was immediately heavily fettered and
thrown into a deep dungeon, without being allowed an inter-
view with the Maharajh or an opportunity of exculpating him-
self. Shere Sing relenting, would have given his old servant
a hearing, but Rajah Dehan Sing took care to prevent this, and
to widen the breach between them. Thus the unfortunate
Jewalla Sing was kept fettered in his dungeon, the only food
he was allowed being a daily ration of half a seer of flour,
kneaded with on equal quantity of salt ! He was likewise
whipped every day, and had hot irons applied to the
soles of his feet. To this cruel usage he was subjected for a
month, but as he did not sink under it in that time, Dehan Sing
obtained an order for his removal to the fort of Shaikoopur for
aperiod of six months, as the minister said, by way of punish-
ment. Hither he was accordingly sent, without having an
interview with his master, and in about ten days after his arrival
he died under the barbarous treatment which he experienced at
the hands of his jailors, the tools of Rajah Dehan Sing. Some
time afterwards Shere Sing was informed that he had, died a
natural death, and so no more was said or thought of the hapless
Jewalla Sing.

When the fort of Lahore fell into the hands of Shere
Sing, Rajah Goolaub Sing made it one of the conditions of
surrender, that the person and property of the Ranee Chund
Kour should be respected, and that to maintain her in suitable
dignity, a jaghire of nine lakhs of rupees should be allowed
to her. To these terms Shere Sing, at the persuasion of his
minister, Dehan Sing, gave his consent, and as already men-
tioned, the jaghire assigned to Chund Kour was that of
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Kuddee Kuddeeallee, a tract at the foet of the hills, reaching
from Bhimber to the river Jhelum and adjacent to the dis-
tricts held by Goolaub Sing. This chief had so far ingra-
tiated himself with the Ranee that she had made him her
Mooktear or confidential agent, and hence the management of
all her property, including this jaghire, came inte his hands,
and as may be suppesed, he turned the trust to the best advan-
tage for himself. Chund Kour never got more out of this
jaghire that was settled upon her, or out of the other property,
than served her for a bare maintenance. She left the palace and
the fort at Lahore, and went to reside in the house in the
city formerly belonging to her late son, No Nehal Sing. She
might have remained in the palace, as Shere Sing wished her
to do, and have accepted of his offer to make her one of his
wives by the process of Chudur dalna, or throwing the sheet
over her, but for the intrigues of Golaub Sing, who well knew
that if this came to pass, her jaghire and property would be taken
out of his hands. He feared also that should she become the
wife of Shere Sing, that prince would soon induce her te
disclose secrets respecting the money and jewels which she
herself had entrusted to Goolaub Sing to carry out of the
fort on the eccasion of its surrender, as well as regarding the
treasure and valuables which he had carried away on his own
accounfy Hehad but a frail and confiding woman to deal
with, one whose only thought, unhappily, was how she might
satisfy her thirst for pleasure; as, therefore, he promised her
full scope in this matter and as much money as she might re-
quire on condition that she should not listen to the overtures of
Shere Sing, who he said only wanted to lead her to her
destruction, she readily consented to remove into the city, where
she was assured of the protection of Goolaub Sing, and of
his brother the Minister, who bound themselves by oath to be
faithful to her interests.

Thus things went on for some months, Chund Kour impli-
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citly relying on Goolaub’s promises and acting on his advice.
Shere Sing, meanwhile, was burning with rage on finding that
Chund Kour not only refused his hand and protection, but that,
as he was craftily persuaded by Dehan Sing, she scoffed at and
scorned his pretensions. He was told that she had declared that
he was either a fool or a madman to suppose that she, the daugh-
ter of the great Jeymull Sing, and of the famous house of the
Kunnias, would ever think of allying herself with Shere Sing,
the son of a washerman! Shere Sing, however, hindered her
from living constantly in the city, and she was therefore com-
pelled to divide her time betwixt the city and the fort, occasion-
ally residing in the former, in the house of her late son. Thus
matters stood when Shere Sing, with his whole Durbar,
proceeded towards Wuzeerabad, on which occasion he left
secret but strict orders with the slave-girls of Chund Kour
to put her to death in his absence. To four of these slaves he
promised jaghires of five thousand rupees each, in case of their
fulfilling his commands ; and these women were thereby induced
to destroy their mistress by dashing out her brains with a heavy
stone while they were engaged in dressing her hair. After
committing this treacherous and cruel deed, the four slave-girls
were made prisoners by some hill-men in the service of Dehan
Sing, and Meean Sing, Shere Sing’s thanadar in the fort, and
on Dehan Sing’s return he ordered that the hands of two of
them should be cut off, one escaping through the aid of a
faqueer, and the fourth being released in consideration of her
giving a large sum as the ransom of her life. The murder
was perpetrated in her house in the town, built by No Nihal Sing.
By the death of the unfortunate princess, Shere Sing consi-
dered himself released from apprehension of future claim on
his throne, but the event served the interests of Goolaub Sing
still more than those of him who had directly brought it about,
masmuch as it gave him undisturbed possession of all the
property of the deceased Chund Kour.



CHAPTER V.

THE ASSASSINATION OF SHERE SING AND DEHAN SING.

Rasar Gooraus SiNg had but just arrived at Jummoo
when his brother Dehan Sing, the Wuzeer, wrote to him, in-
forming him of his differences with the Maharajh Shere Sing,
and requesting him to repair to Lahore to consult on the policy
to be adopted under the circumstances. He accordingly
hastened to the capital, and after a very short stay, returned
home again. In that brief visit, however, the line of conduct
to be pursued was determined on by the brothers in consulta-
tion; and it will soon be seen what it was and how it was
carried out.

Lena Sing, a chief of the Scindawalla family, had been
imprisoned by Shere Sing for the part which he had taken
against him on his accession. Uttur Sing and his nephew
Ajeet Sing had taken refuge in the Company’s territory at
Tanaisur, from which place the latter went to Calcutta.
They now, through female influence, and on the inter-
cession of Bii Ram Sing,* were recalled from exile, and
Lena Sing was released from confinement. On receiving

* This Bii Ram 8ing, now for the first time appeared on the stage of political life.
He never was a friend of Bii Goormuck 8ing, whom he considered his rivalin
the favour of Shere Sing, and these two religieur understood each other so well
that they cherished beneath their robes of sanctity an enmity too deep to meet
the vulgar eye. Bii Goormuck Ning and Misser Belee Ram were united in policy,
fate, and fortune; and Misser Belee Ram and his family were the deadly foes of
Rajah Lall Sing and his family. Bii Ram 8ing, on the other hand, was a staunch
supporter of Lall Sing; perhaps, for the good reason that he was a protégéof
the Dogra family, and they had a strong arm to uphold and assist him. Thus
Bii Goormuck 8ing and Misser Belee Ram were enemies of the Dogras, and Bii
Ram 8ing, through his alliance with Rajah Lall 8ing, was their staunch friend. Be-
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the order for their recall, accompanied by private assurances
of safety from Bii Ram Sing, Ajeet Sing and Lena Sing
returned to Lahore, but Uttur Sing went at once to his
jaghire. On the arrival of the Scindawallas at Lahore,
Bii Ram Sing became the medium of private communication
betwixt them and Rajoh Dehan Sing. The Minister endea-
voured, successfully, to impress upon them a belief, that it was
by his means and influence they were recalled and restored
to the possession of their former jaghires and lands. He showed
them the utmost confidence and consideration, and acted his
part so well with them that they became the staunchest friends
of him and his party, and ready to become, as he intended they
should be, the tools and instruments of his plan. Further, he
represented to them, in glowing colours, the baseness of Shere
Sing, who, he said, however kind he might outwardly appear to
them, was at heart their implacable enemy, and would, were
it not for his, Dehan Sing’s, presence and influence, exhibit
hishatred towards them in ill usage. Thus were the Scinda-
wallas prepared to execute the Minister's purpose. - These
private intrigues were carried on for some time, and the Scinga-
wallas were enabled plainly to see into the real state of affairs,
and to perceive the rancorous enmity that existed betwixt
Shere Sing and his Minister, and the danger to which the
Maharajh was exposed.

It was shortly after Goolaub Sing’s hasty visit to Lahore,
and the consultation betwixt the brothers, that Dehan Sing
appeared to become aware that there was in existence a reputed

sides this, as has heen before said, Bii Ram Sing envied and hated Bii Goormuck Sing
asa successful rival in the favour of the sovereign, and had thus a purely personal
motive to join in any plan that might lead to his downfal. He likewise
indulged a deep hate against the Maharajh for exhibiling a preference for his 1ival;
and this was a direct reason for his allying himself with Shere Sing’s enemies,
He, then, at the instigation of the Dogras, in his character of a holy man.
prevailed on the favourite women of Shere Sing to heg an order for the recall of
the Scindawallas.
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son of Runjeet Sing, a child of five or six years of age, whom
it now suited his purpose to consider the rightful heir to the
throne, and whose cause he determined to espouse. This
child was now frequently sent for by the Minister, who fondled
and caressed it, and made a great shew of respect for it. In
this conduct Shere Sing saw evidence that he had nothing
more to expect from his quondam friend and upholder. He,
therefore, strove in many ways to get rid of him; but the
Rajah was not so to be shaken off. The Maharajh was no
match for the subtle enemy who was now planning his ruin.
Thus matters proceeded until the Scindawallas, seeing how
affaits stood, thought that the opportunity presented itself
of doing something for their own aggrandisement, at the
expense of both the sovereign and his Minister. They well
knew that they were regarded with suspicion by Shere Sing,
whom they considered as an upstart and an usurper; and
they were fully aware that the Minister admitted them to his .
friendship solely for the purpese of making them his tools
and would afterwards cast them off, perhaps even cause their
ruin and death, without scruple.

Having concocted their plans, the Scindawalla brothers
first waited on Shere Sing, and in a private conference told
him, with apparent candour, that as his loyal subjects, and as
his brethren in caste, religion, and family, they could not re-
frain from putting him on his guard against the machinations
and designs of his Minister. Then, having prevailed on the
Maharajh to take an oath of secrecy, they assured him that they
were actually commissioned by the Minister to assassinate
him, Shere Sing ; and that for this business they had been
promised a jaghire of sixty lakhs, that they should be the
guardians of Dulleep Sing, the child whom it was proposed
to place on the guddee, and that while Dehan Sing was osten-
sible minister, they should be the actual regents during the
minority of the new Maharajh. This declaration, made with
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such confidence, had no other effect on Shere Sing, a brave and
intrepid man and a good soldier, than to excite his indignation
against his treacherous Minister.—¢ Here,” said he, drawing his
sword, and offering it to the Scindawalla Sirdars, Lena Sing
and Ajeet Sing,— here, if you have orders to slay me, and
are willing to commit such an act, here is my own sword ! But,
remember one thing,—not many days will pass before you will
be treated in the same - manner by the men who now make you
their tools.” At these words the Scindawallas appeared affect-
ed and astonished, and asked the Maharajh if he really believed
they could act in such a manner ;—they said that they
had come, not to destroy, but to save him. They assured him of
their devotion to him, and proposed that as the just punishmient
of the Minister’s evil and treacherous intentions they should
put him to death immediately. This alone, they assured the
Maharajh, would ensure hissafety, for that if the Minister were
allowed to live any longer, he would certainly find means
to execute his murderous designs on his master. Shere Sing
with seeming reluctance agreed to their proposal, and they
took care to obtain a writing *under his signature, exonerating
them from all the guilt of an act which was represented as
necessary for the safety of the state.

Having made these arrangements the Scindawallas explained
to Shere Sing that they would now retire for awhileto a place
called Rajah Sansee, near Umritsir, there to prepare themselves
and a party of their chosen soldiers for the enterprise which
they had in hand, and that thence they would return to, him
shortly, under the pretence of performing their kazaree, or a .
. strict inspection of their troops, which the Maharajh was to
order. At this review they were all to appear in the best order
they could assume, fully armed and accoutred, with matches
lit, and to go through the matchlock exercise before the Maha-
rajh, who was then to call on Dehan Sing to come forward

and examine the troops. Then at a signal agreed upon,
L
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they would immediately surround both him and his son Heera
Sing and shoot them to death. They told the Maharajh thus
much, they said, that he might on their return from Rajah
Sansee be ready and willing to meet them, and that no
suspicions should prevent his acting the part assigned him.
Having thus settled matters with Shere Sing, the Scinda-
wallas took their leave, proposing to start next morning for
Rajah Sansee as had been agreed on. They went, however,
straight to the house of the Minister, andin a private inter-
view with him, and after some oaths of secrecy and other
preliminaries, they exhibited to him his death warrant, signed
by the Maharajh himself. Seeing the effect this produced
on the mind of Dehan Sing, they proposed that they should
put Shere Sing to death. To this the Minister readily and fully
agreed, and made them great promises of reward and favour
in case of their success. Now, therefore, they made with
him arrangements precisely similar to those which they had
settled with the Maharajh, or rather the same arrangement
was adopted, the intended victim only being changed. They,
however, went' so much furthep as to instruct Dehan Sing
by his influence with the army to cause the posting of such
troops about the palace on the day appointed for the tragedy
as should be no hindrance to the work in hand. The Scinda-
wallas then took their leave of the Minister, and next morning
as had been agreed on, marched for Rajah Sansee. Here
they remained a few days, and then returned, attended by some
five or six hundred cavalry, all chosen men, well armed and
equipped. While they were absent, Rajah Dehan, under pre-
tence of sickness, had secluded himself in his house in the
city, while Shere Sing was residing at Shahbelore, three
miles east of the city. The day on which the Scindawallas
returned was the first of the month, and their approach to
Shahbelore was announced early in the morning by the firing
of the troops, as they went through a variety of exercises with
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their matchlocks—discharging them while at full speed, &c.
On approaching the Maharajh’s mansion at Shahbelore, the
brothers, Ajeet Sing and Lena Sing, with a chosen party
dismounted and entered the house, the Scindawallas having
the privilege of doing so uninvited and unannounced. Being
the first of the month there had been no durbar, and as they
presented themselves with about fifty followers, who like them-
selves were armed and in armour, Shere Sing was just dis-
missing with presents some athlefes who had been wrestling
before him. They all made their obeisances to the Maharajh,
who received them with a free and courteous air, being
of course totally . unconscious of any harm. Shere Sing
quite unarmed, was reclining easily in his chair, when Ajeet
Sing approached him and exhibiting a handsome double-barrel-
led fowling piece for his inspection, said in a loud and laughing
manner, ¢ See here! a piece which I bought for fourteen
hundred rupees; I would not now take three thousand for
it” Onthis the Maharajh stretched out his hand to receive
the gun. It was loaded with two balls in each barrel, and
both locks were at full cock. As Ajeet Sing handed it to
Shere Sing, he, by an almost imperceptible and apperently
unintentional movement, brought its muzzles to bear on the
breast of the Maharajh, and fired—both- barrels almost together.
The unfortunate Shere Sing fell back in his chair, a corpse,
the only words he uttered before he expired being—« i ka
dugga 7 ““What treachery is this?” His head was imme-
diately cut off, and such of his servants as made a shew
of resistance were shot or cut down. The assassins then
hastened to the garden, where the eldest son of the murdered
king, a youth of thirteen or fourteen years old, was at his
devotions. Lena Sing, with his sword drawn advanced to-
wards the boy, who, alarmed at his ferocious and threaten-
ing looks, threw himself at his feet, and implored him as his
uncle to spare his life. But the Sirdar, paying no more
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attention to his words than to reply to them scoffingly—“An
uncle at such a time!” with one blow severed the lad’s head
from his body.

The party then quickly retn-ed, and joining their comrades,
who had waited outside while this bloody business was being
transacted, about three hundred horse and two hundred and
fifty foot, under the command of Ajeet Sing, went off at a
smart pace towards Lahore; while Lena Sing with the rest,
about two hundred cavalry, slowly followed. ~When about
half way to Lahore the party under Ajeet Sing met the
Minister with a few followers proceeding easily towards Shah-
belore. Ajeet Sing saluting him told him that every thing was
settled as he desired, that there was no occasion for his going
any further, and requested him to turn back and accompany
him to the fort, there to settle matters, to hold a council, to
call the Sirdars, and make good all his promises. Suspicion
seemed to flash across the Minister’s mind, for he glanced at his
escort as if to see how many men he had with him ; and find-
ing that he was greatly outnumbered, he had no option, but was
obliged to agree to the Sirdar’s proposal.  He, therefore, con-
cealed his suspicions as well as he was able, and with as frank
and cheerful an air as he could assume, turned back with Ajeet
Sing. Ere they had proceeded far the Scindawalla, knowing
that every thing depended on his early arrival at the fort, pro-
posed that they should quicken their pace, and, without waiting
for Dehan Sing’s assent, set off at a rapid rate. This soon
brought them to the outer gate of the fort, which Ajeet Sing en-
tered, accompanied by the Minister, and about five or six hundred
soldiers. At the second gate in obedience to certain signs,
most of the Minister’s attendants were refused admittance,
while all Ajeet Sing’s entered. Dehan Sing’s suspicions
were now strongly excited, and he looked round to see how
many of his men were with him. Ajeet Sing, however,
attempted to divert his attention from what was going on,
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by keeping him in conversation on indifferent subjects. Still

by his tone and manner the Minister knew that there was

something wrong; but he was conmscious that it would

do no good to manifest anything like fear. He could not,

however, refrain from asking Ajeet Sing who the men were

whom he saw on the battlements of the fort; to which enquiry

the Scindawalla replied that they were all friends, being his

own followers. At this moment, while the Minister’s attention

was directed to these men on the walls of the fort, he received

a shot from behind, discharged from a large rifle, and fired on

a signal being given by Ajeet Sing with his finger. Immediately

he received another shot from a blunderbuss, and then he was

cut and hacked with swords. But he was a corpse at the

first ire. A Mahomedan, one of the few attendants with
the Minister, was the only one who made any resistance,

and he was immediately cut down, and his body with that

of his master thrown into the rubbish pit of the gun-foundry .
in the fort.

All this was just over when Lena Sing and his party arrived.
On learning what had been done, Lena Sing reproved his brother
for his hasty conduct. His own plan was to entice the_son
and brother of the Minister, Rajahs Heera Sing and Suchet
Sing, into the fort, and then to destroy them all at once.
Now he found that things would go against them, as Heera
Sing and Suchet Sing were at large, and, taking the alarm,
would raise the whole body of the troops for their defence, and
to punish the murderers of the Maharajh his Wuzeer.
The Scindawallas, however, were not disheartened, and they
resolved to do what they could to complete the business
which they had begun. They therefore sent an express to
Buddhoo ko ava, where the Rajahs were with the troops,
informing them that the Minister and the Scindawallas were in
the fort in close consultation on state affairs, and politely re-
questing their attendance. This message was first sent in the
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Minister’s name, but the Rajahs and their advisers, the princi-
pal of whom was Rae Kisseree Sing, who afterwards fell gal-
lantly fighting by the side of Rajah Suchet Sing, were too
cunning to be easily deceived. They therefore sent answer that
they would be very happy to obey the summons, but that it
should come in the Minister's own hand-writing or bearing
his signature. Thus failing to entrap them by subtlety, the
Scindawallas sent five hundred horsemen to bring them by
force. This measure, however, and the absence of the required
written summons from Dehan Sing, had only the effect of con-
firming the suspicions of the Rajahs, that evil was intended ; and
therefore collecting around them as many of the troops as they -
could, they presented such a threatening front to the cavalry
sent by the Scindawallas, that these latter deemed it prudent to
" return to the fort as they went.

In another hour the death of the Maharajh and his Minis-
ter became publicly known by means of some of those who had
escaped and spread the news. On the receipt of this intelli-
gence, Rajah Heera Sing and the Pundit Jella displayed the
most contemptible pusillanimity, the former in particular;
he threw himself on the ground in despair, crying like a child,
until he was brought to a sense of propriety by the upbraidings
of the brave Kisseree Sing. A consultation was now held as to
the course to be pursued, and the result was that the chiefs pre-
sent separated, and went among the troops to excite them to take
vengeance on the murderers of their sovereign and his Wuzeer.
So well did thgaaplay their parts on this emergency, that they
speedily induc;?‘:,he whole Khalsa force to side with them.
As a specimen of the manner in which this was done, the con-
duct of Rajah Heera Sing may be described. Assembling the
troops he placed himself in their front, and unbuckling his
sword and shield addressed them thus:—“I was brought up
from my infancy by the great Maharajh Runjeet Sing, as
his adopted son, and I am now about to be slain as my
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father has this day been by the Scindawallas, who have
murdered your King, and his Minister, my dear father.
And now listen, soldiers, they have dome all this only
because while they were in Hindostan, they made traitorous
alliances with the British. They then agreed to do all this
that has this day been done,—to call in the British and to
deliver thé country into their hands. In pursuance of this
purpose they have, since thjs morning, sent off ten or twelve
expresses in the direction of Ferozepore and Loodiana to inform
the British authorities of their success here; and now if some
bold and energetic steps are not immediately taken by you,
you will, before three days have passed, hear of forty or
fifty thousand British troops having crossed the Sutlej. If
the British come and obtain their purpose, they will disband
the entire Khalsa army. Yes! you will be compelled to give
up your arms, and to go every man to his home. Your
invincible power, your great and glorious name, will be lost
in oblivion, and disgrace will be your lot. You will moreover,
be so impoverished that you will have to seek, and seek in
vain, an ignoble maintenance from the plough!* Soldiers, if
you would avert -this humiliation listen to me. The old king’s
coffers are yet full, but, believe me, I have no occasion to
resort to them ; my own, my father’s, and my uncle’s wealth is
sufficient to keep up an army of a hundred thousand good and
loyal Seiks for a hundred years, and I here solemnly promise
that it shall all to the last fraction be expended on you. It
is all yours and for your use. Now I here solx:ly promise,
and if necessary will confirm my word by oath, that
henceforth your pay shall be encreased one-half—each foot
soldier shall receive twelve rupees a month, and every horse-
man one rupee a day. Listen to me, follow my instructions, and

® This was a leaf from his father Dehan Sing’s political pocket-book, by an

Opportune reference to which the minister had often turned the Khalsa to his
Purpose,
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by one unanimous effort, we will not only secure our country
from danger, and ourselves from disgrace, but will also punish
the Scindawallas for their treason and cruelty—the traitors
to their race, religion, and country—the murderers of their
prince and of his Minister!”* This was enough, the impatient
troops would listen to no more,—they asked to be led wherever
he pleased—to death or victory. They bade Heera Sing return
to his own camp at Buddhoo kp ava to prepare for his
enterprise, while they would quickly make ready one and all
to wreak their Just vengeance on the treacherous Scindawallas.
Heera Sing told them to be ready to march at a moment’s
warning, but not to move too hastily, or without orders,
and that in due time he would lead them on. But so eager
and impatient were the soldiers, that though one-half of the
number were at that moment engaged in cooking and preparing
their evening meal, they made the drummers, fifers, and
trumpeters, sound to arms; and where any one was slow in
falling into the ranks, he was struck by his comrades, and
some who delayed too long over their cooking utensils
were knocked down with the butt-ends of muskets. In such
precipitate haste did the army assemble to execute the design
which it had so suddenly formed, that the cooking apparatus
was left scattered about on the plain and in the camp. Thus
by incessant sounding to arms, by hurrying and threatening
the dilatory as well as their own immediate officers, the troops
infantry, cavalry, and artillery, were in an incredibly short time
formed in ling and ready to march against the traitorous Scinds-
wallas. Abl;% forty thousand men now awaited but the order
of Rajah Heera Sing to do his bidding and to hurl destruction
on his enemies and the murderers of his father. However, it
suited his purpose to keep them awaiting till after sun-set.

* This was all put down to Rajah Heera Sing, but it must be remembered that
Rae Kisseree Sing was his prompter and encourager, and the chief instrument in
‘bringing over the troops.



CHAPTER VL

PUNISHMENT OF THE MURDERERS.

WaiLe Heera Sing was making arrangements for avenging
his father’s death the Scindawallas were using every effort, by
bribes and presents, to win over to their side all the troops
and artillery stationed in the city and round the fort. They
remained however, unwisely and unfortunately as it afterwards
appeared, shut up in the fort, sending for the chiefs and leaders
of the troops to come to them, and to assist them in attempting
te work upon the soldiery. Had they, as Heera Sing and
his party did, and as it was known that they did, gone among
the troops personally, there is little doubt that they would
have effected their purpose. As it was they failed. From
the officers, indeed, they received oaths and assurances of sup-
port in return for their presents and promises, but the hopes
thus excited were very imperfectly realised.

If instead of this they had gone among the soldiers, and
used their eloquence in persuading them of their loyalty to the
crown and their patriotism to their country, and to have dissipated
the suspicion that they were in league with the British, they
might with the aid of some few promises have gained their
object without the immediate expenditure of a rupee. For
8s being true Seiks, of kin to royalty, being well known as
good soldiers, and having in the army many friends and even
some relations, they had great advantages over the Dogras
who were looked on with jealousy as foreigners and upstarts,

M
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and who only kept themselves in favour with the army by the
promise or payment of large sums of money, and by the trick
of keeping themselves always before the eyes of the troops
as the inveterate enemies of the British and devoted patriots
in the cause of their country.

In order to conceal the death of the Wuzeer, the Scinda-
wallas had in the early part of the day caused it to be pro-
claimed through the city that Dulleep Sing was now king
and Dehan Sing was Minister; but finding soon that the
murder of the Rajah was no longer a secret, they boldly
proclaimed Dulleep Sing as king, and Lena Sing Scinda-
walla as Wuzeer. »

The Seiks were little moved by the death of Shere Sing,
at which indeed they rather rejoiced, as he had by the crafty
policy of his Minister been made for some time to appear
to the troops in the light of a harsh and severe disciplinarian ;
the object of this misrepresentation being to render him odious
to the troops, and to enable Dehan Sing, by exhibiting him-
self as their friend and advocate, to strengthen his claims on
their favour.

About an hour after sunset Rajah Heera Sing, with the
Khalsa troops, and about a hundred pieces of horse artillery
approached the city. About the same time or a little earlier,
the Scindawallas, seemingly in the hope of appeasing the rage
of the Seiks, sent out the body of Rajah Dehan Sing, sprinkled
with rose-water, well scented, and wrapped up in a handsome
Cashmere shawl; and with it they sent their assurances that
the Minister was killed accidentally by one of their soldiers and
entirely without their orders. They further expressed a hope
that his death would not be looked upen as the effect of enmity
or malice on their part, as they had borne no ill will towards
the Minister, and were sincerely and heartily sorry for the
untoward occurrence that had caused his death. In support
of this assertion they showed also the dead body of the sol-
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dier of their party who had been killed by the Mahomedan
who resisted the attack on Dehan Sing, declaring that this
was the corpse of the mad or mutinous soldier who had killed
the Rajah, and who had been instantly cut down by their
own hands. All this was well designed and skilfully executed,
but it did not effect the object of mollifying the troops or
turning them from their purpose. The main body of the
army marched towards the city, and their appearance was
announced by the noise and tumult which they caused as they
entered the eastern gates, each corps actually struggling with
those next it for the foremost position. The fierce war cry
Wak Gooroo jee ko Futteh ! resounded through the city.
The old fort was again invested and encircled by the infuriated
mob of armed men, and the artillery was quickly at work beat-
ing down the feeble and tottering walls. Within the fort no
means appeared to have been used for annoying or repelling the
besiegers, and their artillery was, as in the former siege, drawn
up close to the place and quite uncovered and unprotected.
The besieged, though only about a thousand or eleven hundred
in number, might, like the Dogra garrison on the former
occasion, have silenced the guns and driven the enemy from
them, for they were almost entirely picked marksmen. But no
effort was made to return or silence the fire of the besiegers,
and in consequence, before the dawn of the following day,
several practicable breaches had been made in the walls.
Now, however, Rajah Heera Sing sent for all the artillery
officers, and by promises and presents induced them to under-
take to effect one large and perfect breach through which the
assault might be made with ease and success. To other in-
ducements he added an oath that he would neither eat nor
drink until he had feasted his eyes with looking on the dead
bodies of those who had murdered his father. This declara-
tion, with the presents and promises which he had lavished on
them, was enough to excite the artillery to use their utmost
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skill and diligence to effect the purpose that he had enjoined on
them. But there was still another and a stronger incitement
which urged them on to the work more effectually even than the
bounties and entreaties of the Rajah. The great body of the
Khalsa troops, though they had themselves plundered above half
the city, and had been well plied with presents by Heera Sing;
were promised also the plunder of the fort, when they should
have brought to him the dead bodies of his enemies the
Scindawallas. The result was that the troops by threats and
persuasions urged the artillerymen to incessant and greater
zeal and diligence in their work. Hence by the time that
the day was two or three hours advanced, a large breach,
declared practicable, had been made in and near the tower at
the 8. W. angle of the fort.

By this time the widow of the murdered Minister and her
female slaves were preparing to mount the funeral pyre
with his corpse. But Rajah Heera Sing craftily delayed the
immolation of his step-mother and her women, keeping them
waiting in the presence of the troops, whose fury against
the murderers of Dehan Sing was increased tenfold by the scene.
The Rajah had it also publicly proclaimed that not only would he
not eat or drink till the assassins were slain, but that the widowed
Ranee would not mount the pile till she had beheld the severed
heads of her husband’s murderers. On this the troops wildly and
clamorously demanded orders to advance; but ere these were
given they had rushed:forward, forty or forty-five thousand
men, infantry and dismounted cavalry,—and were soon clinging
and clustering about the breach like bees at the entrance of
their hive. They quickly effected a good footing in the fort,
and doubtless concluded that as they had met with no oppos-
tion hitherto their prize was won. But now the little garrison
seemed to have shaken of its lethargy, and a resistance so fierce
was offered as for a time appalled the host of Seiks. But as
the close and deadly struggle continued, the superior numbers
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of the besiegers secured them the advantage. The loss of a
thousand men on their side would hardly have been felt; but
when so many of the small band who defended the place had -
bit the dust, the garrison was almost annihilated. Thus in
about an hour all was lost, and further resistance out of the
question. Ajeet Sing Scindawalla, now attempted to escape
by getting over the walls, but he was seen and recognised by some
soldiers outside, who regardless of the lavish promises which
he made to induce them to spare his life, slew him immediately,
and cutting off his head ran with it to Heera Sing, who, in his
savage joy, rewarded them with many valuable presents of
money, jewels, and even jaghires. The head of Ajeet Sing was
then laid at the feet of Dehan Sing’s widow, who on beholding it
exclaimed, “ Now I am fully satisfied. Now I am ready to follow
my lord and husband ; and,” said she, addressing Heera Sing,
“ I will tell your dear father that you have acted the part of a
brave and dutiful son.” Saying this, she, followed by her
women, ascended the pile, talking at the same time with
the most perfect composure, ordering her affairs, making
presents and giving alms. Her last act was to place the
kulgee or warrior’s plume of her late husband in the tur-
ban of her step-son Heera Sing. This done, she placed
herself in a reclining posture on the pile, with her women,
thirteen in number, around her; then with a smiling and
joyful face she took leave of all around, and lastly in a
proud and lofty tone she commanded that the torch should be
applied. Her command was obeyed, and soon nothing remained
but an undistinguishable heap of glowing embers.

An affecting episode in this fearful scene may be here related.
A female child of ten years old, a slave-girl from the hills,
an attendant on the widowed Ranee, was pronounced by all,
including her mistress, to be too young to perform the rite
of suttee with the elder women. The Ranee, therefore, fondly
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caressing her, and ordering her a liberal provision, gave her in
charge to her step-son, Heera Sing, with the strictest injunctions
to take care of her. But the child would not live ; three times
she threw herself on the pile, imploring her mistress to let her
share her fate. With an energy beyond her years, she
loudly protested by the dead and murdered corpse before her,
that if she was not allowed to die now, she would by some other
means put an end to her life. On this the Ranee.and all
around seeing her resolutely bent on performing the suttee,
and that to prevent her doing so would be to no purpose, reluc-
tantly allowed her to share the fate of her mistress and her
older companions. The Ranee took her and placed her at her
feet, while the others reclined around their mistress, who lay with
the head of her husband in her lap,—the torch was applied to
the pile, and the living and the dead were alike reduced to ashes.
The fight being over in the fort, the plunder, which had con-
tinued some time, was stayed by order of Heera Sing, and a
search was made for Lena Sing Scindawalla who had disap-
peared from the strife, and was not found among the dead.
This chief was soon found hid in a dark and secret subterranean
chamber or cell to which with a broken thigh he had retired the
night before. He was attended by one faithful follower, who
defended his master to the last, but all in vain. The name of
this gallant man was Rah Sing, a strong and large-bodied
Seik of abont fifty years old. On being recognised as he stood
sword in hand at the entrance of his master’s retreat, he was
repeatedly entreated both by Lena Sing and his enemies to
sheath his weapon and make his escape, while he might do so.
But he disdainfully refused to avail himself of the forbearance
of the enemy, requesting only that they should not fire at him,
and the Seiks, knowing him, and honoring his bravery,
actually complied with his request. They, however, rushed on
him with their swords, and after killing thirteen of them he
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himself fell covered with wounds. His dying petition was
only that they would not kill his wounded master, and to this
request also they promised compliance. But some bad spirit
among them shot Lena Sing from behind, exclaiming as he
did so, “ Are we going to lose ten thousand rupees!” but this
man was immediately killed by his own comrades. They how-
ever, cut off the head of the fallen chief and sent it to Heera
Sing, who doubtless gave them the stipulated reward. Four
hours later the victorious troops returned to their lines, and
the public acclamations pronounced Dulleep Sing, Maharajh,
and Heera Sing, Wuzeer. '

The next day all the officers of the army were assembled, and
Heera Sing gave them a written agreement of one month’s
pay for the whole of the troops asa gratuity for their ser-
vices, and he likewise assured them of an augmentation of
pay as promised. On the fourth day a general council of the
army was called, at which all the Seik officers with two men
from each company as Punches* or deputies attended.

* The designation Punches is here used in compliment to general usage, but
at Lahore it is Painchkes. It may be well here to describe the origin of the custom
of appointing deputies by the soldiers, a practice which has on more than one
oceasion, including that of the late war with the British, led to the most momentous
results, On Shere Bing's accession the soldiers clamorously demanded the ful-
filment of those promises which he had made, and which Rajah Dehan Sing had
made in his name. Now, therefore, the pay of each foot soldier was raised from
eight rupees a month to nine, and a gratuity of one month’s pay, after some de-
mur accepted by the troops, who had in fact been promised four months’ gratuity.
In liea, however, of three months’ gratuity, which was withheld, they demanded
leave to attack and plunder the camp of Goolaub Sing, who was then after his
withdrawal from the fort lying at Shahdera. They even threatened, that if permission
to do this was refused, they would do it without. But luckily for Goolaub Sing
andhis little army, they had on the day he left the fort been reinforced by the
arrival of a strong body of men from Jummoo, and being now in all about five
thousand, they were able to make such a show of resistance and even of aggres-
sion, that the Beiks, some sixty thousand in number, watched to attack them
Thus cheated on the one hand and baffledon the other, the Khalsa was, as may
besupposed, in no pl t mood. To appease them, however, Shere 8ing and
Dehan Sing went among them, and told them, thatif they would send to the Durbar,
in the Soomun Boorj, two men from every company, troop, and gun, they, the Maha-
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The officers and Punches of the army being assembled at the
Hazooreebagh, Heera Sing told them that he had summoned
them to decide on the best means of tranquilising and govern-
ing the country, and that they might choose and appoint a

rajah and his Minister, would consult with them as the representatives of the whole
army. Itwas further proposed by Shere 8ing and the Wuzeer, that all the officers
of the army should be present at this conference, and orders were accordingly issued
for their attendance ; but the soldiery would not agree to this, and to secure the
absence of ;their officers, they put them uuder a kind of arrest until the consulta-
tion was over and its results declared. The meeting of this council was, as the
Seiks themselves express it, the birth-day of the Painches. The deputies set forth
all the claims and demands of the army, and the Durbar proposed measures for théir
satisfaction ; but nothing was definitively settled, as the Painches declared that
they would do nothing without consulting their brethren. In two days, however,
matters assumed a more pacific aspect, and Shere Sing once more ventured to present
himself in the S8eik camp. When he did so the soldiers gathered around him
declaring, that though they were well satisfied with the arrangements that had
been made, there remained one matter yet which required to be settled. They
stated, that during the time of Runjeet Sing many of their officers, aided by the
moonshees or writers, had treatedthem in such a manner by fraud and extortion,
that they could no longer consent to be commanded by them. They, there-
fore, demanded that the officers indicated should be either posted to other corps
willing to receive them, or be dismissed from the service altogether. Shere
8ing, inconsiderately, it may be, gave them full permission to act as they thought
fit in the matter, and to select or reject the officers as they pleased. On this
great confusion ensued, arising out of the conflicting opinions of the Painches
as to which officers should be kept and which dismissed. One corps refused to take
these officers, and another refused to give up those which were demanded by a
third ; and so a fierce contention arose among them which went so far that the
drums of some battalions beat to arms, and there seemed every likelihood of a fierce
and bloody strife ensuing. Shere Sing, however, to restore order and to extricate
himself from the dangerous positionin which he found himself, after having with
some difficulty obtained a hearing, requested them to convene an orderly and regular
meeting of their Painches, and therein to settle the matter amicably and quietly.
Having given this advice, which had the immediate effect of restoring order, for
the moment at least, he took the opportunity of withrawing from among the
unruly mob of soldiers, and as he departed, uttered the words, “* Kucha pucks
samalo !” ¢ Good or bad settle the matter among yourselves.” These words
had the effect of preventing strife among the soldiers, but they were the
death warrant of many an unfortunate officer and moonshee. Shere Sing
had not reached the city ere the troops had murdered many of their officers
_and moonshees, shooting some, cutting down others, and even burning some of
them alive, rolled up in scarfs! Others were bound, gagged, beaten, and
thrown into prison.” When once the fierce lust of vengeance was let loose, Shere
Sing found it vain to attempt to check it cither by threats or promises. Hence
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Wouzeer to conduct the affairs of the state. For himself, he
said, he was unwilling to undertake the office, assigning as his
reason that the enemies of himself and his family would impede
and obstruct his administration. Nothing but a solemn gua-
rantee on the part of the troops of their zealous and constant
attachment to him and obedience to his orders, would induce him,
he said, to accept an office so dangerous and unenviable. This
declaration had its desired and expected effect. The officers and
the deputies at once and unanimously declared that he and he
alone should be the Minister of their choice. Dulleep Sing, they
said, was their lawful sovereign, and only Heera Sing should be
his Wuzeer ; and they then and there promised and declared
that they would at his bidding destroy any one who might
venture to oppose or thwart him in any way whatsoever. His

for days the soldiers were seen going about hunting for their victims who had
concealed themselves from their murderous rage. With such deadly enmity did
they pursue the moonshees in particular, that even in the streets of Lahore they
were heard to declare that they would kill every man, woman, and child, who could
either read or write Persian, the language in which the moonsheeskept the pay ac-
counts. Thus in the very city any man who had the misfortune tolook like a moon-
shee, if he appeared abroad was almost certain of being either shot or cut down with-
out inquiry as to who or what he was. In cases in which the pursuers were doubt-
ful as to the calling of their victim, they would search and examine him, and if
they found upon him writing implements, or if his hands were soft and silky
and fingers long and tapering, his doom was sealed,—without further parley he was put
todeath. Nor did the families of the moonshees escape, theirhouses were sacked and
burnt, and their inmates tortured and ill used, in a manner that it is fearful to think
upon. This may serve to shew the state and condition of the S8eik army at the
time when the Painches established themselves as its representatives. It may be
mentioned also, that only one of the two deputies from each company possessed,
much power or influence; these were called the head Painches, while the others
were styled Kurr' Painches, and were looked on as mere assistants or tools of
their principals, and their business was chiefly to go among the soldiery and to
stir them up to any thing that their chiefs might desire. The head Painches
soon got into their own hands the virtual command of the army, and consequently
almost the entire power of the state; fo: as they had the means of causing the
removal of obnoxious officers, the leaders of the army were entirely at their com-
mand. This power they turned to their own advantage on every opportunity,
selling appointments to the highest bidder, and receiving bribes from opposing
parties only to side with the strongest when the hour of trial came,

N
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wishes should be theirs, and whatever line of policy he might
adopt, he had only to mention it to them, and they were ready to
support it ; and that when force was required for the execution
of any part of that policy, he had only to give them the word
and his will should be wrought; and by way of testifying their
sincerity, they then on the spot proposed the murder or impri-
sonment of certain sirdars who were suspected of being privy
to the conspiracy of the Scindawallas. By this as well as by their
oaths and promises, Heera Sing was convinced that his pur-
pose was fully supported; and he now, but with apparent reluc-
tance, agreed to accept the office of Wuzeer.

Since the death of Shere Sing and his Wuzeer Dehan Sing,
money and valuable property had been profusely lavished among
the soldiery, and the- pay of most of the officers had been
advanced threefold. Horses, elephants, carriages, costly jewel-
lery, stored up by Runjeet Sing were now scattéered abroad
in the most reckless profusion. Instances were known even of
officers having chosen for themselves the best horses and ele-
phants in the old king’s stables, positively refusing to accept
any other. In short the most licentious wishes, the most avarici-
ous desires of the Khalsa, men and officers, seemed now ful-
filled, and nothing which they coveted was withheld from them.
But to effect this the treasures of money and property that
had been accumulated by Runjeet Sing for many years, were
80 far drained that if not quite emptied it would at least take
as many years of a policy like Runjeet’s to restore them to their
former condition. During the first two months after Shere
Sing’s death, betwixt thirty-five and forty lakhs of rupees
were, it is said, abstracted from the treasury. But though
so much money and valuables were lavished on the soldiery,
it is thought that it was not more than perhaps an eighth
part of what Heera Sing took to himself.




CHAPTER VIL

BIRTH AND PARENTAGE OF DULLEEP SING.

TroveH the unfortunate Kurruck Sing was, as is believed,
the only true son of Runjeet Sing, there were several others
whom hLe permitted to use that designation, though it was weil
known they were not his children. Thus, Shere Sing, who after-
wards came to the Guddee, and who was a reputed son of the old
Maharajh by Metaub Kour, was in reality the son of a dhobee,
or washerman, who afterwards rose to be mooktear to the
princess. Tara Sing, again, said to be a twin brother of Sheer
Sing, was the son of a carpenter. Multana Sing was the son
of a slave-woman in the service of Mai Nekeen, the wife
of Runjeet and mother of Kurruck Sing, his father being a
farash or dttendant on the Zenana. Lahora Sing was also the
child of a slave-woman, and as was supposed of Boodh Sing
Scindawalla. These two were imposed upon Runjeet by Neet
Kour, widow of Cheyt Sing, former chief of Lahore, whom
Runjeet on her hushand’s death had taken into his Zenana,
but who, for her profligacy, he afterwards discarded. It was
on this occasion that for the purpose of obtaining from him a
better provision than she could otherwise have claimed, she
brought forward these children as those of the Maharajh and
Lierself. Peshora Sing and Cashmera Sing were also the sons
of two slave-women in attendance on the widow of Sahib
Sing, their fathers being Joy Ram, a buneah, and the other
& munass, a caste of Rajpoot about Jummoo, and then
were adopted by the youngest Ranee as her offspring, when
Runjeet gave them Seealkote as a jageer.
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Dulleep Sing, the last of the reputed children of the old
monarch, had, as is well known, as little claim to such dignified
paternity as any of them. A somewhat larger space must
however, be accorded to the history of his birth and parentage,
which must also include that of his mother, the far-famed
Ranee Chunda.

Munnoo Sing, a poor jat of the Oolak caste, and a native of
Gujerawalla, or a small village in its vicinity, at an early age
entered the service of Runjeet Sing as a dog-keeper ; but, after
about fifteen years’ faithful service in this humble office, he
was raised to the station of a door-keeper. He was, how-
ever, always regarded as a sort of buffoon, and in that cha-
racter was privileged to exercise such wit as he possessed at
the expense of the Maharajh and his chiefs even in public
durbar. This man was constantly telling Runjeet that he
had a daughter, the most beautiful creature in the world,
whom he would give to the Maharajh as his wife, and
that she would make the old monarch young again. After
some time he produced the little girl, and for months carried
her on his shoulders to the durbar, or wherever Runjeet
went. The old chief issaid to have been -pestered day and
night by Munnoo Sing and his importunities ; but for some
time he treated the matter as a joke and nothing more.
Yet he was vain enough to be pleased with the idea that
Munnoo and others should believe and call him a fine able
. jewan or young man ; and he felt some pride in being the

object of the facetious remarks of the court and town,
6n the occasion of his anticipated nuptials with a girl who
might pass for his great-grand-child. At length, whether
out of one of those whims, which were so characteristic of
* the old Lion, or out of consideration to poor Munnoo, who
had taken so much trouble on his account, or to put anend
to the buffoonery of which he was the object, he one
day eased the shoulders of his would-be father-in-law by
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committing the girl to the care of one Jewahir. Mull, a rich
Hindoo merchant of Umritsir, once Governor of Cashmere,
arid then in attendance at the Maharajh’s Court. This man
received orders to take the young Chunda home with him,
and to rear her up at his house in Umritsir. Munnoo was
overjoyed at this happy result of his labours, and in his exulta-
tion ventured to tell the Maharajh that as the world had
now recognized him, Munnoo, as his father-in-law, it mattered
little whether ke did so or not. On this Runjeet told him,
as he had often done before, that he was nothing better than
a downright Booroowah—anglicé, a pimp.

However, the young Chunda was sent to Unmritsir, where
she remained for four or five years in the house of Jewahir
Mull. There she might have remained in quiet much longer,
her guardian receiving for her maintenance forty-five rupees
a month—but that she had even at so early an age won for
herself a character for pertness, forwardness, and something
even worse. So loose and immodest was her conduct that
Jewahir Mull, fearing perhaps that the contagion of her vices
might spread to the members of his own virtuous family, inform-
ed the Maharajh that he could not allow the young Chunda -
to remain in his house any longer. As a reason for praying to
be released of his charge, he represented, that though the girl
was then only thirteen or fourteen years of age, she was in
criminal intercourse not only with one Jewahir Sing Bussthenee,
whose house adjoined his own, but that she had more than
one paramour in the very bazars of Umritsir. This Jewahir
Sing Bussthenee, a young man and a servant of the Maha-
rajh, when questioned on the matter, candidly confessed all, and
that to Runjeet Sing himself. The old monarch was well
pleased to have such disclosures made in the presence of
the girl's father, Munnoo Sing, whose confusion he enjoyed.
Moreover, anticipating considerable amusement from that pert-
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ness and forwardness which the girl was said to exhibit, and
from her generally precocious character, Runjeet readily con-
sented to relieve Jewahir Mull of his charge, and the young lady
was brought to Lahore to enliven the night scenes in the
palace. Here she enacted a character almost similar to that
which her father had performed before her, that of a licensed
buffoon, her business being to put to shame all, both men and
women, who were in any degree less depraved or less shameless
than herself.

Numerous were the amours in which she was now engaged,
some with, others without the knowledge and consent of the
Maharajh. To give a detail of these affairs and of scenes acted
in the presence of the old Chief himself and at his instigation,
would be an outrage on common decency ; suffice it then to
say, that Runjeet actually encouraged and forwarded the amours
of this woman, who passed as his wife, with a person known as
Gulloo Moskee—formerly a beéstee of the palace, but latterly
an indulged favourite of the Maharajh—and that in nine or ten
months afterwards the present Maharajh Dulleep Sing was
born. '

Though every one well knew, and none better than Runjeet
himself, the history of this child and its parentage, it is a curi-
ous fact that the Maharajh on this as on other similar occasions,
felt a pleasure in being considered at his age the father of a
new-born child. Nor did Gulloo, or the mother of the infant,
with others, scruple to congratulate the old man on the occasion,
as though he were really the father of the babe.

Such is the true history of Her Highness, Ranee Chunds,
up to the time when she presented to the Punjaub its future
sovereign, for whom at the time no such splendid destiny could
have been anticipated. The records of her life since that
period are a part of the chronicles of the country, and will
be found intertwined with the memoirs of its great men, and
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the narration of the events which have kept it in a state of
convulsion for the last seven years.*

¢ The above is the ¢rus history of the lady who has acted so distin-
guished a part in the exciting drama which has been lately played at Lahore.
That given out as authentic and commonly accepted as the story of Her
Highness’s early career, differs from it considerably in many particulars, but
chiefly in giving the lady a more exalted origin than fortune had in store
for her. Itis as follows:—In the year 1828, Runjeet Sing, while in the
neighbourhood of Gujerawalla, was told of the beaaty of the third and
youngest daughter of one Munna Sing, a Jat Seik of the Oolak caste, a
Gorechar and Chowdry of Char, a small village about three miles south-east
of Gujerawalla. On this he sent for Jewalla Sing Puddana, who was married
to the eldest daughter of Munna Sing, and from him made inquiries as
to Munna Sing’s family. The result of these inquiries was, that Runjeet
not only sent proposals to Munna Sing for his daughter, but also deputed
one Dii Kurmoo with peremptory orders to bring the young girl Chunda
and place her in the Maharajh’s Zenana. In consequence of these pro-
ceedings the girl was soon domiciled in the tents appropriated to the
female part of Runjeet’s train. When the old chief arrived at Unmritsir,
Chunda was for the first time ushered into his presence, and he seemed
much disappointed and not a litfle angry on finding, that instead of being
sixteen or seventeen years of age, as represented by Dii Kurmoo and others
who had first spoken of her to him, she was only between nine and ten.
As, however, she had some beauty and a promising look, he ordered that
she should be retained in the Zenana on a stipend of two rupees per diem;
but it is certain that Runjeet never took any notice of the girl.

In the year 1834, the Maharajh had a favourite in one of the common
moskees or beesties attached to his person. This man’s name was Gulloo,
a young and forward Mahomedan, who was introduced to the notice of
Runjeet by his uncle Topee Mookee, who had been placed by the Maharajh
in charge of the young Rajah Heera 8ing, and who, by means not to be
mentioned, had insinuated himself into the old chief’s favour. Gulloo, how-
ever, soon became the principal favourite, and got so far into the good graces
of his master as to be the only person allowed to mount his favourite saddle
horses and to ride close to and in front of him. He was, moreover, allowed
free access to the Zenankhana at any time, day or night, that he might
choose to enter. He thus became acquainted, perhaps too intimately, with
various inmates of the Zenana, but in particular it was not long before
he had established a familiarity and criminal intercourse with the girl Chunda,
that was notorious, not only in the women’s apartments, but throughout
the palace and even in the public durbar. Runjeet himself was well aware
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The infant boy Dulleep remained in the fort with his mother,
who appears to have made a successful use of her wiles to
work herself into the good graces of Rajah Dehan Sing and
the Dogra party, who—but of course for their own purposes—
promised that her child’s interests should not be neglected,
but that he should be considered by them, equal at least to
Shere Sing, Cashmera Sing, Peshora Sing, &. Thus the boy
Dulleep remained with his mother until 1841, when the differ-
ences between Maharajh Shere Sing and Rajah Dehan Sing
arrived at a crisis. At this period Dehan Sing with the con-
sent of the mother, in whose mind he had raised suspicions of the
intentions of Shere Sing towards herself and her child, pri-
vately conveyed the boy to Umritsir, and there kept him in
such privacy, that not even his mother knew the place of his
concealment, and few of those in the fort at Lahore were
aware even of the fact of his removal. There can be no doubt
that had Dehan Sing been successful in his deeply laid de-
signs, he would after the murder of Shere Sing, so long
determined on by him, have placed the young Dulleep on
the Guddee, as a convenient puppet in the hands of the Dogras.

The object of this manceuvre was to secure all the power of
the state to the Jammoo family during a long minority, and with

of the state of affairs, but as Gulloo was a favourite of his, he did no more
than speak to him in a jocular manner on the subject, without taking any
steps for putting an end to the intercourse. It was remarked, however,
that from this period the Maharajh never visited the lady or allowed her
to appear in his presence ; and when in the winter of 1836 he was told that
she was in an interesting condition, he replied merely by a grim look,
without making any verbal remark on the occasion. He still seemed to
regard Gulloo Moskee with all his former favour, but when in February,
1837, the birth of Dulleep Sing was announced to him, his equanimity
gave way, and from that moment he withdrew the light of his countenance
from the otherwise happy father. It is to be remarked, however, that
Gulloo was then ill of a disease which carried him off within a few weeks
of the birth of the child. -
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the almost certainty that before the minority terminated, Heera
Sing, the hope of the party, would be proclaimed by the unani-
mous votes of the soldiery, sole chief of the whole country.
The death. of Rajah Dehan Sing himself, however, dissipated
these ambitious schemes ; butstill when, after his murder, Heera
Sing and the Pundit Jellah came into power, they found that
their best policy would be to bring forward the boy Dulleep
and proclaim him Maharajh. The child had already been
brought to Lahore by Dehan Sing, tobe ready for the moment
when it should suit the schemes of that wily chief to place
him on the throne, after Shere Sing had been disposed of. It
is a curious fact, that only a few minutes before Dehan Sing
was shot by one of Ajeet Sing’s followers, this chief asked
the Rajah whom he considered the fittest person to place
on the Guddee? On which Dehan Sing replied, that Dulleep
Sing was the only person eligible for the dignity. He remarked
however, that Lena Sing, Ajeet Sing, and himself would govern
in the name of the boy, until he arrived at a proper age to rule
the country unaided. Ajeet, however, knew the character of
the Dogra Rajah too well to put trust in his words, and a
few moments after this conversation had passed between them,
the shot was fired which at once ended the life of Dehan
Sing, and shook to its foundation the vast fabric of ambitious
schemes, which he had reared for the aggrandizement of his
family.



CHAPTER VIIL

THE WUZEERUT OF HEERA SING.

Heera Sing immediately on being installed as Wuzeer sent
to Jummoo requesting the presence of his uncle, Goolaub
Sing, at the capital. But that wily chief prudently refused
to trust himself at Lahore until he was fully satisfied that
the troops were reduced to proper discipline and obedience,
and firmly attached to the cause of his nephew, which was that
of himself and all the Dogra faction. He had, moreover, &
personal reason for this unwillingness to trust himself in the
power of the Khalsa prematurely, in the hate which they bore
him for his share in the slaughter of some thousands of their
comrades. However, at the commencement of the cold season,
Rajah Goolaub Sing arrived at Lahore, where he was well re-
ceived by all. He found, on his arrival, that owing to petty
dissentions and differences among some of the Sirdars, matters
were not going on so smoothly as was desirable. Lena Sing
Majeeteea, indeed, from his belief in Goolaub’s superior power
and interest, had been induced to agree to the measures of
Heera Sing, and he was now by Goolaub’s influence allied
in seeming friendship with the Wuzeer, who before strongly
suspected him, in common with others, of intriguing against
him. Rajah Suchet Sing, however, the youngest of the Dogra
brothers, could not thus readily submit to the rule of his ne-
phew. A rancorous enmity of long standing existed betwixt
him and the Pundit Jellah, the chief adviser and mooktear
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of Rajah Heera Sing. Suchet Sing was, from his early youth,
remarkable for his debaucheries. Like his brother, Dehan, he
had risen to favour and station in the court of Runjeet by
the most infamous means. They had both attracted the eye
of the old monarch by their beauty of person, and secured
his patronage by the most criminal compliance with his desires.
This intimacy with the sovereign procured them free admis-
sion to the Zenankhanah, or female apartments, a privilege,
which they both turned to good account.

It was in some bed-chamber intrigue that Suchet Sing came
into collision with the Pundit Jellah, who like himself had the
run of the Zenana, and turned it to a similar purpose. Hence
arose the hatred which these two eventually bore towards each
other, and which now began to display itself openly. The
immediate cause of the outbreak was this. Suchet Sing
had been for years the favourite of several of the court ladies,
including some of the widows of Runjeet Sing. But at
this present time his regards seemed fixed only on the Ranee
Chunda, the mother of the young Maharajh Dulleep Sing.
She on her part returned his affections with equal fervour,
and in proof of her good-will bade him aspire to the Wuzeerut,
which she promised to bestow upon him. This laison, and
its probable consequences, added bitterness to the jealousy of
the Pundit, who saw himself likely to be supplanted in power
as he had been in love. This feeling was shared by the Rajah,
Heera Sing, the present Wuzeer, whose tenure of office was
endangered by the ambition of his uncle. However, Suchet
Sing was favoured by the Ranee, and countenanced by her
eldest brother, Jewahir Sing, as well as some of the other
girdars. Before, however, their arrangements were fully com-
Pleted, Suchet Sing, impatient for his promised honours,
prevailed on Jewahir Sing to take the young Maharajh on an
elephant and to go among the troops complaining of the harsh
treatment which the royal boy experienced at the hands of his
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minister, Rajah Heera Sing, and his party. It was expected that
this measure, with the promises of a large increase of pay by
which it was accompanied, would have induced the troops to de-
pose Heera Singand to install Suchet Sing or Jewahir Sing in his
place. But it happened that it was late in the evening when
Jewahir Sing took the prince to the army, and the battalions,
ready to suspect something wrong, were confirmed in their suspi-
cions by a rumour which soon got abroad, that Jewahir Sing was
planning the removal of the Maharajh from the country, with a
view of placing him in the hands of the British. They there-
fore, ordered him to alight from his elephant, and placing a
strict watch over him and his young charge for the night,
promised that in the morning they would give him an answer,
the night being required for deliberation. - Immediately the
Punches were at work, and a council was held in each batta-
lion. The result was that the friends of Heera Sing pre-
vailed, and it was consequently determined to acquaint the
minister with what had occurred, and to receive his instruc-
tions for their further guidance. A message was accordingly
sent to Heera Sing, who immediately returned a gracious
answer thereto, expressing his admiration of the wisdom
and loyalty of the troops, who had thus defeated what he
represented as Jewsahir Sing’s plan for removing their sove-
reign into the British territories, whereby they had saved
many crores of rupees, and much trouble and bloodshed thst
must necessarily have ensued had the traitorous design suc-
ceeded. This message, with liberal rewards, and the minister's
presence among the soldiers next morning, induced them to
give up Jewahir Sing and his followers, whom the young king
was instructed to deliver over to the tender mercies. of his
Wuzeer to do as he thought proper with them. But the
troops recommended that Jewahir Sing should be leni-
ently treated, as they attributed his share of the business
entirely to the instigation of Rajah Suchet Sing. This recom-
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mendation probably saved the life of Jewahir Sing; but the
minister thought that the least punishment that could be in-
flicted upon him was to put him in irons and place him in
close confinement. As for Suchet Sing, the dread of his power
and influence, and the mediation of his elder brother, Goolaub
Sing, were sufficient to secure his exemption from all personal
punishment. But, to mark his displeasure and distrust, the
‘Wuzeer ordered that the two battalions of Suchet Sing with some
other of his men, who were constantly quartered in the fort,
should be expelled. Furthermore, as these troops did not imme-
diately leave the place on heing ordered out, they were over-
powered, disarmed, and otherwise ignominiously treated, and
turned out by force. At the same time orders were issued pro-
hibiting the entrance of Rajah Suchet Sing, or any of his people,
without permission from the Wuzeer. This ill-usage galled the
haughty spirit of Suchet Sing exceedingly. Treated with
ignominy in the very presence of his mistress, and by the
order for his exclusion from the fort, cut off from all chance of
seeing or consulting with her, his indignation knew no hounds.
But his knowledge of Heera Sing’s present power and in-
fluence, together with the cautions and persuasions of his
more prudent brother, kept him quiet for the time, and
in the meanwhile, Goolaub Sing was induced to march for
Jummoo, apparently for the sole purpose of removing his
brother from Lahore, and thus to free the court from the risk
of further disturbance. Goolaub, had, however, reasons more
selfish for his desire to return to his domain in the hills. He
had contrived to obtain possession of most of the property which
his nephew Heera Sing had abstracted from the treasury for him-
self, as well as of all that had belonged to his late brother Dehan
Sing ; and, indeed, he had now found an opportunity of clear-
ing Lahore of all that appertained to himself and his family.
Having then given full instructions and counsel to Heera Sing
and Pundit Jellah for the guidance of their future policy, Rajah



102 SECRET HISTORY OF THE LAHORE DURBAR.

Goolaub Sing, accompanied by his brother Suchet Sing, and
about two thousand of his troops marched for Jummoo. The
procession resembled, however, rather that of a caravan of
merchants richly laden with goods and treasure than that of
a body of soldiers. On arriving at Jummoo, Goolaub’s first
care was to attend to all the wants and wishes of his brother,
and having conciliasted him by all possible kindness, he pro-
posed, that Suchet Sing, being without issue, while he Goolaub
Sing had three or four sons (three legitimate and one otherwise)
should adopt one of his sons and make him his heir. To this
proposition Suchet Sing agreed, and thence forward Meean
Runbeer Sing, commonly called Meean Peenco, Rajah Goolaub
Sing’s youngest son, was publicly acknowledged as the adopted
son of Suchet Sing, and heir to all his lands, jaghires, and
property.

Having secured this long cherished object, Goolaub Sing turned
his attention to the furtherance of his party’s interests at Lahore.
He caused a forged letter to be exhibited in durbar there
purporting to be from Cashmeera Sing and Peshora Sing, by
which these two reputed sons of Runjeet Sing were represented
a8 deeply implicated in the Scindawalla plot, and consequently as
accessories to the death of the late king and h